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MISSIONARY CONFERENCES 


Women’s Societies of Synods Gather for Reports and Plans 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


The Women’s Missionary Society vf the 
Rocky Mountain Synod met in conjunction 
with the synod in Casper, Wyo., May 6-9, 
the Rev. C. S. Bream pastor. Last year 
the conventions were held in El Paso, 
Texas, the extreme southern point of the 
synod, and it was a jump of 1,100 miles to 
our convention city this year, the most 
northern point. Next year we shall strike 
a happy medium in distance, as Colorado 
Springs will be host. 

The most outstanding feature of the 
women’s convention was the presence of 
Miss Emma Johnson, our missionary to 
India. Her addresses were altogether too 
few and too short, and she left her hear- 
ers eager to hear more of her work. A 
gift of money was made Miss Johnson to- 
ward the price of a new car she hopes to 
take with her when she returns to India 
this fall. 

Joint sessions held with synod gave the 
women an opportunity to hear Dr. J. L. 
Morgan of Salisbury, N. C., representative 
from the Executive Board of the U. L. 
CaA: 

The devotional theme was “Realizing My 
Religion,” with sub-titles of “My Attitude 
Toward It,” “By Earnest Activity in It,” 
and “By Inner Exercise of It.” 

The officers elected were: President, 
Mrs. R. B. Wolf, Colorado Springs; vice- 
president, Mrs. A. H. Schnake, El Paso; 
secretary, Mrs. H. J. Klemer, Denver; sta- 
tistician, Miss May Belle Walter, Denver; 
treasurer, Mrs. C. C. Conger, Casper. 

J. R. WEAVER. 


WEST PENNSYLVANIA 


- THE FIFTY-FIFTH annual convention of the 

Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod 
of West Pennsylvania met in the First 
Lutheran Church, Chambersburg, Pa., the 
Rev. Carroll S. Klug pastor, May 10-12. 
The theme was “Witnessing,” and was well 
developed by Miss Nona Diehl, Executive 
Secretary; Miss Emily J. Werner, Ph.D., 
teacher in the Biblical Seminary in New 
York and member of the Education De- 
partment; Miss Mae L. Rohlfs, missionary 
nurse, China; and Miss Jessie S. Thomas, 
missionary teacher, India. Mrs. Virgil B. 
Sease could not be there because of the 
illness of her mother. Miss Werner’s de- 
votional periods were exceptionally in- 
spirational. 

At the banquet held at Trinity Church, 
the Rev. Clarence A. Neal pastor, Miss 
Jennie M. Strevig, Ph.D., professor of Bible 
at Wilson College, spoke inspiringly on 
the theme. 

The Holy Communion was administered 
Wednesday morning by the three local pas- 
tors and two visiting pastors. 

Mrs. Osear C. Schmidt, vice-president 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church, spoke on the 
Anniversary Appeal. 

The support of Miss Mae Rohlfs was 
assumed in the stead of Miss Frances 
Segner, who was married. It was recom- 
mended to give $500 to build a church in 


the Canadian Northwest as a part of the 
program of advance in Christian Stew- 
ardship. 

The convention was well attended, one 
of the visitors being Miss Katherine Fahs, 
former missionary nurse in the Lutheran 
Hospital in Guntur, India. 

The newly-elected officers are: Pres- 
ident, Mrs. R. R. Gresh; vice-president, 
Mrs. Earl Diehl; statistical secretary, Miss 
Avaline Sollenberger; recording secretary, 
Mrs. Clarence Neal. 

Mrs. Howarp F. BINK. 


EAST PENNSYLVANIA 


THE FIFTY-NINTH annual convention of 
the Woman’s Missionary Society of the 
Synod of East Pennsylvania was held May 
4-6 in Seventh Street Lutheran Church, 
Lebanon, Pa., the Rev. Allen Chamberlin 
pastor. 

The theme was “Christ is all in all,” Col. 
3:11. Registrations were: 113 delegates, 
130 visitors, 9 speakers and clergymen, and 
23 officers. Sister Anna Ebert of the Mary 
D. Drexel Motherhouse, Philadelphia, con- 
ducted the opening devotional periods for 
each session and Mrs. W. Edward McHale, 
Annville, Pa., had charge of the closing 
meditations. 

The president, Mrs. Stanley Billheimer 
of Palmyra, Pa., presided at all the busi- 
ness sessions. The convention was en- 
riched by the addresses of Mrs. Ralph Sell 
and Miss Mae Rohlfs of China, Miss Jessie 
Thomas of India, and the Rev. Shirichi 
Kawagiri of Japan; also Miss Nona Diehl, 
Mr. H. Torrey Walker and E. Martin 
Grove, D.D., president of the synod. 

The reports of the department secre- 
taries were presented in the form of a 
musical analogy, each secretary placed her 
note upon the staff, the result producing 
the tune used with the words of that in- 
spiring hymn, “Take my life, and let it be, 
consecrated, Lord, to Thee.” The banquet 
was held in the beautifully decorated social 
room of Zion Church, the Rev. W. E. 
Swoope pastor. The vice-president, Mrs. 
G. E. McCarney, presided. 

The Laight Brigade of Seventh Street 
Church gave a lovely pageant, “Parade of 
the Months.” A gift of $200 was allocated 
to the Board of American Missions in rec- 
ognition of the Anniversary Appeal and 
$200 to the general treasurer of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the U. L. 
C. A. to be used for the Triennial Special. 
The reports were encouraging, showing a 
marked increase in receipts, the organiza- 
tion of a number of new societies and a 
growing spirit of co-operation. 

Following are the newly elected officers, 
who were installed by Mrs. William F. 
Bare: President, Mrs. G. E. McCarney; 
vice-president, Mrs. J. E. Rudisill; secre- 
tary, Miss Carrie Fehr; statistician, Mrs. 
W. E. Swoope; treasurer, Mrs. J. Raymond 
Hoffert. Mrs. J. E. RupIsILu. 


KANSAS SYNOD 


RENEWED in spirit and eagerness to serve 
in the Church, delegates from the Women’s 
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Missionary Societies of the Synod of Kan- 
sas and Adjacent States returned to their 
homes after the fifty-eighth annual con- 
vention of their society at Oklahoma City, 
May 3 and 4. The convention theme was 
“And Gladly Serve.” The two-day meet- 
ing was filled with educational and in- 
spirational addresses and encouraging re- 
ports of the year’s work. The meeting was 
in connection with the annual convention 
of the synod, in session at the same time. 

The program included addresses by Dr. 
Arline Beal, missionary from the Kugler 
Hospital in India; Dr. Harvey D. Hoover, 
professor in the Theological Seminary at 
Gettysburg, Pa.; and Dr. Alvin E. Bell, 
Toledo, Ohio, in addition to various officers 
of the society and pastors of the synod. 

Dr. Beal spoke at a public missionary 
service concerning the work of the Kugler 
Hospital, especially as it is related to the 
men of India. She described the need of 
additional facilities to meet the increasing 
opportunities for service to men of all 
faiths who are asking for help. “I beg of 
you men especially,’ Dr. Beal said, “that 
you push your work in the field of med- 
ical missions.” Dr. Beal also conducted 
the devotional services for the society each 
afternoon and addressed the Young 
Women’s fellowship banquet. 

Dr. Hoover, who was introduced as pres- 
ident of the United Lutheran Church’s 
Board of Deaconess Work, spoke concern- 
ing that work. He expressed the desire 
of the Board that the work of the dea- 
conesses might be placed on the same 
plane for women as is the ministry for 
men. “The amount of good that can be 
accomplished by a consecrated woman,” 
he said, “is limited only by her faith in 
God and her ability to serve.” Dr. Hoover 
also spoke to the missionary society and 
the synod on “The Seventy,” and “The 
One Hundred and Twenty.” 

Dr. Bell, who represented the Executive 
Board of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, told a joint meeting of the synod 
and the missionary society of the progress 
of the Church during the last twenty 
years. He cited the increase of 50 per cent 
in baptized membership, 44 per cent in 
confirmed membership, and 57 per cent in 
communing membership, readjustments in 
organization that have made for more ef- 
ficient administration of the Church’s 
work, and the unusually fine opportunities 
and progress of the various Boards of the 
Church. He also told the missionary group 
of the work of the Board of American Mis- 
sions and its representatives in the fron- 
tier country in the Canadian Northwest. 

This abundance of information and in- 
spiration was supplemented with addresses 
by Mrs. H. J. McGuire, St. Joseph, Mo., on 
“The Glad Service of Children” and “The 
Service of the Church at Konnarock”; Mrs. 

(Continued on page 24) 
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IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 


Entry of Dutch Into America via Hudson’s Discovery an Opportunity for Lutherans 


By Georce L. RINKLIFF 


IN BETWEEN the dates of the settlements of Jamestown, 
Virginia, and Plymouth, Massachusetts, something was 
achieved that might have appeared to hold out a promise 
for untrammelled Lutheran opportunity in America. Henry 
Hudson, English sea captain and explorer, sailing under a 
commission from the Dutch, discovered the Hudson River. 

Here was commercial opportunity seldom equaled in the 
history of exploration fostered by commerce,—a _ great 


| harbor on the seaboard of a great continent,—a link be- 
' tween an ocean over which trade routes were being charted 


and a splendid inland water route. On the farther side of 
the ocean was a vast market. Up the inland water route was 
a wide, unexploited domain, rich in resources for which the 
overseas market was waiting. 

The Dutch had the jump on the English. At Jamestown, 


the English had to pour twenty immigrants into the colony 


in order to have, ten years later, three settlers surviving 
more or less languidly, at the price of seventeen lonely 
graves in the wilderness. At Plymouth, almost every 
scourge of the settlement at Jamestown was possible of 
duplication, and the possibility was often realized,—and 
there was much besides,—the long winters, more severe 
than the immigrants had known overseas; the rocky, stingy 
soil; late plantings, and frosts that fell before harvest time. 

But at the mouth of the Hudson it was different. If 
Jamestown and Plymouth were lands of promise, the area 
claimed by the Dutch was a paradise in contrast. 

And yet, for ten years the Dutch did very little with the 
opportunity. Then, when the French were about to seize 
the area, the Dutch awakened to its value. 


An Opportunity in Theory 

Theoretically, here was the opportunity for the planting 
For there were Dutch Lu- 
therans, and the Netherlands were setting the world of that 
day a good example in religious tolerance. There was less 
religious bigotry in the Netherlands than in England,—as 
was demonstrated by the fact that the Pilgrims could live 
unmolested in Holland while England could offer them 
nothing better than jails, pillories and stocks. The Dutch 
displayed little or no real inclination to propagate the notion 
that the religion of the prince should be the religion of his 
subjects, which was then one of the pillars of what peace 
there was in Germany, and in many other parts of the 
continent. 

From that much, anyone might conclude that the Dutch 
colony of New Amsterdam, at the mouth of the Hudson, was 
the gateway by which Lutheranism could enter the New 
World. 

But there were drawbacks. The intolerance of the Puri- 
tans of Massachusetts Bay has been made much of in 
treatises upon religious liberty in America. But, since it 
was a grievous thing that Anne Hutchinson was driven out 
of Boston, what of the fact that she dared not, in exile, risk 
the displeasure of the Dutch authorities toward champions 
For the Dutch of New Amsterdam 


complete accord theologically with the clergymen accredited 
by the promoters of the colony. 

There were Lutherans among the colonists of New Am- 
sterdam,—the first Lutheran element among American 


' colonists of which we of today may be certain. When a 
' Lutheran pastor arrived to shepherd them, he was clapped 
into jail until a vessel was ready to transport him back to 


Europe. In the same fashion the Dutch colonial authorities 
greeted Baptist clergymen, and any others whose presence 
threatened ecclesiastical monopoly in the colony. 

Nor was that all. The question is obvious, in view of all 
circumstances, as to why Lutheranism could not have come 
to America under the auspices of a colonization venture 
by some European nation dominantly Lutheran. The an- 
swer is that such an event actually took place, and that the 
Dutch colony of New Amsterdam was to be one of the 
blighting influences upon it. 

Before Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, fell at the 
battle of Luetzen in the Thirty Years’ War, he had planted 
a seed in the minds of some of his associates. It seems to 
have been quite obvious to him that religious freedom for 
minorities could not be gained or maintained effectively in 
Europe by the sword. But the minorities would be helped 
if a colony could be established in the New World to which 
they might migrate, and if there was complete religious 
freedom in such a colony. 


Gustavus’ Plan Realized 


In 1638, six years after the death of the Snow King, his 
idea was carried into execution by Oxenstierna, chancellor 
of Sweden, and the regent who ruled in behalf of the youth- 
ful Princess Christina, daughter of Gustavus Adolphus. 
The leader who founded the Dutch colony of New Amster- 
dam, Peter Minuit, French-descended, German-born, 
naturalized Hollander, acting now under commission from 
the Swedish government, brought other colonists to the 
banks of the Delaware River, and planted the flag of Sweden 
there. A year later his career ended in a West Indian hur- 
ricane, while he was on a voyage to the sub-tropics. 

But the colony he founded throve. It was never large, 
prominent, or powerful in the eyes of men. It is more 
important today as the first New World outpost of Lu- 
theranism than for anything else. Its vitality, as a factor 
in shaping the destiny of America, lay in the fact that it 
was Lutheran in outlook, rather than in the fact that it was 
an expression of a colonial policy by Sweden. 

Here is one commentary upon its Lutheranism. It gave to 
the Indians of the surrounding region, through the hand, 
mind and heart of John Campanius, Luther’s Small Cate- 
chism in their own vernacular. In later years, when William 
Penn sailed up the Delaware, he found those Indians ready 
to negotiate a Christian peace, because they knew some- 
thing of Christianity. 

Lutheranism had made its first impact upon the destiny 
of America. It had paved the way for the founding of the 
city that was to become the best environment available in 
which to draft the constitution of the United States. 

But Lutheranism was not permitted to owe a debt to the 
might of kings and the prestige of nations for its survival 
in America. God permitted the might of kings and the 
prestige of nations to buffet it about, that it might acknowl- 
edge Him alone as its preserver. 

Seventeen years after the planting of New Sweden the 
Dutch of New Amsterdam swooped down upon the little 
colony, and annexed it by force of arms. The splendid 
project of the Snow King, conceived in those last days 
before Luetzen, was blessed by the grace of God with fruition 
in America. But in that his memory, rather than the Snow 
King himself, gained glory. And from successors, God per- 
mitted the taking away of all but the merest minimum of 
a share in the planting of Lutheranism in America. 


“Wer ARE CONVINCED that the educational work of our con- 
gregations is one of the most essential enterprises that the 
Church is commissioned to carry on,” said a pastor at the 
conclusion of a conference in one of our midwestern cities. 
“But,” he continued, “our educational work in our con- 
gregations seems to lack power. Our educational work does 
not seem to be motivated by a great moving power that 
arouses the people of our congregations to plan and project 
vital and constructive educational programs. We need 
power. How and where can we get that power?” 

These were the words that prompted this year’s program 
for Parish Education Month. The suggestions and plans 
have been developed to answer the question of this earnest 
pastor, for we believe that it is a question prompted by a 
serious but common situation. The packets of literature 
which have just been sent to the pastors, deaconesses, 
parish workers, Sunday school superintendents, and other 
congregational workers each contain eleven leaflets and 
folders prepared to help our congregations and their 
workers get into their educational work that power which 
comes only from a close and continuous fellowship with 
God. This intimate and vital fellowship will give power 
to our program. Our workers need a power that comes from 
intelligence and skill, but this will not assure successful 
programs and frutiful teaching. There must be a power 
that comes from personal fellowship with God. 

Fellowship with God is experienced in Christian worship, 
private and corporate. The program which is suggested 
for next September attempts to relate more closely the edu- 
cational and worship activities of our congregations, thus 
vitalizing our educational program and at the same time 
making our worship programs more intelligent and more 
meaningful. The slogan for the month is, “Christian Wor- 
ship and Christian Workers.” 


Definite Projects 


Parish Education Month attempts to center the attention 
of the congregation and the community, during the month 
of September, on the educational work of the congregation. 
During that time Parish Education Month attempts to 
arouse the congregation to its responsibility in education, 
to give the congregation new methods and programs for its 
educational work, and to get the congregation actually to 
develop and project a well-planned educational program 
for the next twelve months. Each year Parish Education 
Month makes a special emphasis. This year that emphasis 
is, “Christian Worship and Christian Workers.” 

To accomplish this purpose, the Parish and Church 
School Board suggests a number of projects which congre- 
gations may promote. It proposes definite things that may 
be done, but it recognizes that each congregation will have 
to plan a program to meet its own particular needs. Some 
congregations may follow the proposals just as they are 
offered; others may select only a few; while others may 
take none, building their own programs. This is the funda- 
mental idea of Parish Education Month—each congregation 
emphasizing parish education in a way and to an extent 
that will mean most to its educational work. 

The entire program for this September is described in the 
four-page folder, Suggestions and Plans, which was in- 
cluded with the materials just mailed to pastors and other 
leaders. Among the definite activities suggested are seven 
new projects for this year and six annual ones which are 
needed every year. These proposals include such proj- 
ects as developing the prayer life of teachers, officers, gen- 
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Christian Worship and Christian Workers me 


Challenging Suggestions and Plans for Parish Education Month 
By SecrETARY S. WHITE RHYNE ¢ 
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eral workers, and others; en- 
couraging faithful attendance 
at church services; urging 
regular reception of the 
Lord’s Supper; improving 
worship services for all age 
groups; fostering special in- 
struction in worship and the 
church service; preaching 
sermons on the 
special emphasis, 
“Christian Wor- 
ship and Chris- 
tian Workers”; 
distributing leaf- 
let literature; making and displaying posters; and pro- 
moting daily devotional reading of the Bible. Promotion 
Day and the installation of teachers, officers and other work- 
ers are annual events in the congregation’s program. 


Preparation Needed 


The success of Parish Education Month will depend to a 
large extent upon the preparation made before the month 
begins. June is not too early to start outlining the actual 
program of the congregation. July and August are vacation 
months in many localities. Programs which are not started 
in June will very likely be waiting at Labor Day. That is 
too late to plan a worth-while program. Begin early. 

Pastors and their leaders should study thoroughly the 
literature they receive, write for any supplementary mate- 
rials needed, and study them, and then call a meeting of 
workers for planning. A suggested program for this meet- 
ing is found in the May issue of The Parish School maga- 
zine. A general committee to make preparations for the 
September program should be appointed and preliminary 
announcements should be made to the congregation early in 
June. Publicity should be extended to the community. The 
Church can accomplish a great victory for its cause if it 
will gradually bend public opinion to a favorable and re- 
sponsive attitude toward Christian education. 

Arrangements for projects which require considerable 
planning should be started now; sub-committees should be 
appointed if necessary; and additional meetings of members 
should be approved if deemed advisable. Leave no open- 
ings for forgetfulness or for neglect of duty. Make definite 
plans for a check-up meeting the first week in September, 
and then work and pray. Results will follow. A’ Worker’s 
Conference Program for the September check-up meeting 
will be found in The Parish School magazine for September. 

Last year more than sixty per cent of the congregations 


of the Church conducted some special program during 


Parish Education Month. Letters and programs from pastors 
and other leaders all over the Church testify to results 
which have been obtained. One of the finest by-products 
of this emphasis is the influence it has had upon long-time 
planning for other months of the year by pastors and con- 
gregations. Many pastors have sent in copies of their total 
congregational programs, outlined in detail for six months 
to a year in advance. 

Two vital activities of the congregation will be considered 
next September, Christian education and Christian worship. 
They should work hand in hand, each supporting the other. 
“Christian Worship and Christian Workers” will revitalize 
the whole program of the whole Church. 
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NOTES ON THE COLLECT 


By Paul Zeller Strodach 


The Festival of the Holy Trinity 


ALMIGHTY and Everlasting God, Who hast given unto us, Thy 
servants, grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge 
the glory of the Eternal Trinity, and in the power of the Divine 
Majesty to worship the Unity: We beseech Thee, that Thou 
wouldest keep us steadfast in this faith, and evermore defend us 
from all adversities; Who livest and reignest, One God, world 
without end. en. 

For A BETTER understanding and, we hope, appreciation of 
this Day’s Little Prayer we need to know something about 
this Festival and its institution; for here is a deliberately 
made Festival! 

It is unique, and it occupies a climacteric position in the 
Church Year. It comprehends all the teaching in the Sacred 
Events commemorated during the portion of the Year past, 
and caps them as an all-embracing culmination. But it 
differs radically from all other Festivals and Days. 

“The Church Year is an annual observance of historic 
Events. The Festival of the Holy Trinity, on the other hand, 
is an expression by the Church of a great Doctrine and 
also her adoring worship of God, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, centralized in this unique expression on 
this Day as the climax of the Year! 

“The Church long hesitated in introducing this Feast, 
possibly because it was feared, that some might think that 
by instituting such a Festival she might be limiting her 
honoring of the Most Holy Trinity to one day!—and since 
her worship contained constant confessions and ascriptions 
to the Holy Trinity (compare the Invocation, Creed, Glorias, 
Doxologies, Terminations of the Collects, etc.) she felt no 
particular necessity for such a formal observance. Very 
slowly this came into being, passing from one section of the 
Church to another, and only in 1332 obtained formal au- 
thorization (under Pope John XXII).”—The Church Year, 
179f. 


Two Lutheran Doctrines Emphasized 


We must also know that this Sunday was long considered 
(and still is in some great sections of the Church) the Octave 
of Pentecost, and was provided with Propers for that use. 
Today’s Liturgical Gospel remains as a reminder of this 
Octave!—but the other Propers have been gathered from 
“Trinity Festival” observances current in different sections 
of the Church. Some of these appointments are as late as 
the time of the Reformation, for one of the old Lutheran 
Church Orders remarks on this combination of Propers, 
“Thus the Christian congregation is to be instructed on this 
Day about the two great doctrines of Christian teaching,— 
of the Holy Trinity and of Regeneration” (compare Introit, 
Collect, Epistle on the one hand, with Gospel on the other). 

A Festival of this character and at this place is a most 
precious privilege and an observance replete with high spir- 


| itual inspiration. Primarily it is confessional; then thetical. 


Unfortunately both confession and teaching come to us 
couched in stilted, heavy terminology, difficult to the com- 
prehension of the finest mind, to say nothing of the humble 
man! As a doctrine, there is possibility of simple and warm 
approach: its Mystery and Majesty we will never compre- 
hend, but may hope to approach “when” our “faith is lost 
in sight, and patient hope is crowned.” As a confession, in 
contrast we think of the example of the Creed and realize 
that great and profound Verities can be and are dressed in 
the simple words of simple hearts. As teaching, there is 
possibility of both warmth and fullness for the humble in 
mind,—Father, Son, Spirit, and Their All for me! But when 
philosophical terminology would tell me this and compress it 
all in brief, heavy, formal phrase, and make me pray it in 
its words, then devotion halts . . . but none the less it per- 
severes. 

Many have called Today’s Collect “a fine collect,” “a 
majestic prayer.” It is both!—but how it misses the warmth 
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and eloquent simplicity, the very essence of prayer, of 
so many of its companion Prayers. Surely in all the vast 
storehouse of devotion of the ages there must be one for just 
this Day which would harmonize with the profound Truth 
and yet be humble worship and simple, fervent praying of 
lowly hearts. 

But to the Prayer! Let us look at it literally as it comes 
to us from the earliest known source,—not merely as old as 
many of the others; and note the differences in translation; 
there is meaning in them. 

Almighty and Eternal God, Who hast granted unto Thy 
servants in the confession of the True Faith to acknowledge 
(i. e., recognize as true, and therefore confess it) the glory 
of the eternal Trinity and to adore the Unity (of the God- 
head) in the might of majesty: We beseech Thee, that by 
constancy of the same Faith we may be fortified against all 
adversities, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Did you mark the Termination? That is the ancient end- 
ing: the Address is to the Great Godhead, but after all 
humble faith pleads the merits and mediation of the One 
Who has revealed the Father, promised and sent the Spirit, 
Who is “My Lord and my God”! 


Founded on Correct Faith 


The Petition is founded upon a confession of faith, a most 
formal one,—the True Faith! (Familiar indeed to us Lu- 
therans, since the days when we learned The Small Cate- 
chism!) This Faith is (1) an acknowledgment of the glory 
of the eternal Trinity [“There is one Person of the Father, 
another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. We wor- 
ship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity.” Athanasian 
Creed] and (2) an adoration of the Unity in the might of 
majesty [‘“The Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, is all one: the Glory Equal, the Majesty 
Coeternal.” Athanasian Creed] And lest we feel “lost” 
when we speak of the glory, remember that the Gospels are 
resplendent with it, and John bears record, “We beheld .. .”! 
And that we may rise to the might of majesty, remember 
that adoration is the offering of the Heavenly Hosts, and 
thus “With All the Company of Heaven, we laud and 
magnify .. .”! 

Now upon this formal and full confession follows the 
Petition, that by constancy of the same Faith (above,—just, 
confessed) we may be fortified (walled around, as in an 
ancient impregnable fortress) against all adversities “tem- 
poral (carnal) and ghostly.” 

One certainly should value the spiritual aspiration of this 
plea. The True Faith held, confessed, practiced unwaver- 
ingly (perhaps better, enduringly!) is Divine protection 
against every sort of ill. When the world casts doubts against 
that Faith; when scoffers deny that God; when men deride 
that trust and belief; and more, when the hard things of 
life crowd in to engulf one,—misfortunes, sickness, losses, 
sorrows, and the assaults come thick and fast,—this Faith 
is the anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast! 


THEY SLEEP 


By Anna Roeder Huntzinger 


BENEATH THE ocean’s briny deep lie countless numbers fast 
asleep 

In death’s embrace; 

Calmly they slumber upon the ocean’s breast, 

Far removed from noise and strife 

From waves’ high tumult and the cares of life. 

Thus resting peacefully they await 

The summons from on high; 

The trump of God shall in the twinkling of an eye 

Reveal to orbs long dim 

The power rapturously to behold Him, the King of kings! 
Marietta, Pa. 
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LAYMEN’S GROUP CONFER 


Executive Committee’s Annual Meeting Reported by Secretary Arthur P. Black 


IF THERE ARE any readers of THE LUTHERAN who would like 
to laugh off their superstitions (without having their fingers 
crossed) here is the sure way to do it: join the Laymen’s 
Movement, and become a member of its Executive Com- 
mittee. The committee held its annual meeting in Phila- 
delphia, Friday, May 13th. There were thirteen members 
present: J. L. Clark, Chairman, Ashland, Ohio; William H. 
Hager, chairman, Administrative Committee, Lancaster, Pa.; 
Harold U. Landis, treasurer; Lebanon, Pa.; Henry Beisler, 
Belleville, N. J.; E. S. Gerberich, Harrisburg, Pa.; Peter P. 
Hagan, Philadelphia, Pa.; E. G. Hoover, Harrisburg, Pa.; 
Dr. E. Clarence Miller, Philadelphia, Pa.; William H. 
Patrick, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa.; E. Harry Schirmer, Columbia, 
S. C.; Belding B. Slifer, Jenkintown, Pa.; S. Frederick 
Telleen, Ridgewood, N. J.; Don Young, Wadsworth, Ohio. 


Treasurer’s Report 


Treasurer Harold U. Landis’ financial report covering the 
year, May 1, 1937 to May 1, 1938, showed a net balance in 
bank subject to check of $2,907.38, which added to the bal- 
ance of $369.41 in the secretary’s Washington office, made 
the total balance $3,276.79, with all bills paid to date. 
Treasurer Landis supplemented his annual report with an 
official report by Robert L. Miller, Certified Public Ac- 
countant, Lebanon, Pa., covering the two-year period since 
he became treasurer, May 1, 1936. It showed a balance on 
that date of $2,779.25; total cash receipts of $26,971.41; total 
disbursements of $24,064.03; and balance of $2,907.38, May 
1, 1938. This is $128.13 more than the balance two years ago. 


Items of Information 


The following excerpts from the Secretary’s Report will 
be of interest to readers of THE LUTHERAN who follow the 
Laymen’s Movement program, as well as to the loyal group 
of men who continue, with their free-will offerings, to make 
its program possible through the years: 


1. Between the official launching of the Promotional Plan 
in December, 1936, and May 1, 1938, the Laymen’s 
Movement invested $5,126.67 in its development. 


1) 


.One hundred per cent co-operation was given to the 
set-up and carrying through of the 260 group meetings 
for pastors and lay workers in thirty-two of the thirty- 
four synods in the Fall of 1937. The attendance for 
all the meetings approximated 35,000. They did a 
world of good along co-operative lines. 


3. As the result of wholehearted co-operation all along 
the line, the annual Every Member Visitation last Fall 
was the most successful in the history of our U. L. C. A. 
A total of 2,121 pastors ordered literature—a gain of 
182 over the preceding year. Better than eight of every 
ten active pastors ordered. 


4, All Every Member Visitation literature (except the 
pledge card) and all literature for the Group Meetings, 
bore the stamp of the Committee of Executive Secre- 
taries. The largest number of pieces of literature in 
our history was requested by pastors. Of the 2,304,260 
copies printed, fewer than 13,000 remained on hand 
May 1, and they will be used during this summer. 


Oo 


. Two Student Aid beneficiaries were graduated from 
the seminary this year, bringing the total number to 
170, representing an investment by the Laymen’s 
Movement of $167,402. Seven of our beneficiaries are 
on the foreign field. No new students are being added 


to our Student Aid Roll at this time. Applications con- 
tinue to come. 


6. The number of sets of the United Lutheran Steward- 
ship duplex envelopes ordered for 1937 (the first year) 
totaled 64,232. The number ordered for 1938 totaled 
97,568. The number ordered for 1939 is not yet known. 
These envelopes, sponsored by the Board of Publi- 
cation, carry stewardship messages and messages 
which follow the Calendar of Special Days and 
Seasons. They fit in perfectly with the Laymen’s 
Movement program and the whole Promotional Plan. 
Those for 1940 are now in course of preparation. The 
message for each week is carried on the outside cover 
of THE LUTHERAN. 


~] 


. Continuing a new feature of our program, inaugurated 
in the Spring of 1937, a special information letter to 
404 keymen and keywomen in the thirty-four synods 
has been mailed from our office, on behalf of each of 
the major Boards just prior to the period set aside by 
the Church for special consideration of its program 
and work. The purpose of these letters is to supply 
ammunition to key people for use in their respective 
congregations, conference districts, and synods, in 
accordance with the Calendar of Special Days and 
Seasons. 


8. Our Circulating Library, which has been a feature of 
our program since 1934, is being used by an increasing 
number of pastors who are hungry for new reading 
material on church administration, stewardship, mis- 
sions, evangelism, and biography, and who must do 
their reading at a minimum cost. The only cost to 
users of our library is the reutrn postage on books 
borrowed. We have around 300 volumes. 


Se) 


Among the high privileges enjoyed by the secretary 
during the year is his annual visit to our seminaries. 
Every year this feature of our program becomes more 
worth-while. It affords an ideal opportunity to 
familiarize our young men about to enter the ministry 
with the Every Member Visitation, duplex envelope, 
pledge card, quarterly statement, the value of co- 
operation among the auxiliary groups, the laymen’s 
responsibility, church administration problems, etc. 


10.Between February 15 and May 15 this year all 
U. L. C. A. pastors in charge of one or more congre- 
gations received a letter from our office carrying three 
inserts: (1) Outline of set-up of the Promotional Plan 
program in the congregation; (2) Church Treasurer 
Miller’s official report for the calendar year 1937 show- 
ing, by synods (a) the communing membership; (b) the 
budget apportionment; (c) the amount paid; (d) the 
per cent paid; and (e) the amount per capita; and 
(3) official report showing comparisons, by synods, for 
the year 1936 and 1937, of (a) amount paid; (b) gains; 
and (c) losses. This letter and enclosures gave pastors 
valuable information that can be used effectively in 
the further development of the Promotional Plan. 


Requests Granted 
On behalf of President Knubel, who was in Europe on 
official business relating to the Lutheran World Convention 
and the proposed World Council of Churches, Mr. Telleen 
submitted, for the Committee of Executives, two requests in 
connection with the further development of the Promotional 
Plan. They were: (1) that the Laymen’s Movement give 
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the services of its secretary to the set-up of pastors’ insti- 
tutes throughout the U. L. C. A. during the Fall of 1938; 
and (2) that the Laymen’s Movement finance the cost of 
a chart captioned “Christ—Through the Church—To the 
World,” for distribution at all pastors’ institutes, and in the 
promotion of the annual Every Member Visitation. Both 
requests were granted. 


Something Different 

The proposed chart which has been approved by the Com- 
mittee of Executive Secretaries, and now is in the hands 
of the printer, is an outgrowth of the large chart so suc- 
cessfully used by Dr. Gould Wickey in the group meeting 
in which he worked last Fall. It will be greatly reduced in 
size, made up in the form of a four-page folder, 18x12, will 
be printed in red and black on a white background, and 
will illustrate in an unforgettable way how Christ works 
through (1) individuals; (2) congregational groups; (3) 
synods; (4) our different boards and agencies, in Missions, 
education, and service, to reach the world. In its final form 
the chart will embody the best thought not only of members 
of the committee, but of pastors and laymen who have seen 
Dr. Wickey’s original chart, and of the printer’s. 


Miscellaneous Items 


1. The secretary was authorized to head a committee of 
his own choosing to meet with a committee represent- 
ing the Brotherhood “to develop and recommend to 
their respective bodies, through their Executive Com- 
mittee means and plans for the co-ordination and co- 
operation of the two organizations.” This is in answer 
to a resolution adopted by the Brotherhood at its 
Springfield Convention in 1926. 


2.Mr. Telleen, Mr. Beisler, and the secretary, were 
named a committee to arrange the details of the Lay- 
men’s Banquet at the Baltimore Convention, Thursday 
night, October 6, in co-operation with the Administra- 
tive Committee. 


3. Plans were inaugurated to recruit new members for 
the Laymen’s Movement. 


4.Mr. Telleen notified the committee that the manage- 
ment of the World’s Fair in New York next year had 
banned all religious exhibits, and read several criti- 
cisms of the management’s action from Time, issue of 
April 11, 1938. 


5. Mr. Beisler, chairman of the Lutheran Laymen’s Radio 
Committee, voiced his appreciation of the fine support 
given the committee in the promotion of “Sunday 
Vespers,” and announced that they will be continued 
this year beginning in June, with Dr. Paul Scherer 
as the radio preacher. This will be the eighth year 
for these “Sunday Vespers” broadcasts. Mr. Telleen is 
treasurer of the committee. All expenses last year 
were met by free-will offerings. Watch THE LuTHERAN 
for further announcements. 


REAL CO-OPERATION 


In THE minutes of the Executive Committee of the Board 
of American Missions at a meeting held April 20, 1938, ap- 
pears the following statement concerning the establishment 
of a mission by a constituent synod of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. It indicates a highly practical regard 
for the interests of Lutheran synods that are sisters to the 
United Lutheran Church. The minutes read: 

“Twice within the period of a year petitions were received 
from seventy-eight adult Lutherans in Portland, Maine, to 
organize a distinctively English Lutheran congregation in 
that city. Careful investigations of every angle of the work 


THE LUTHERAN 7 


were undertaken, and at the meeting of the Home Mission 
Committee of the United Lutheran Synod of New York 
on April 4 the following action was taken: 

“Whereas the Norwegian and Swedish Lutheran Churches 
of Portland, Maine, have, in harmony with the pledges of 
their respective leaders, secured pastors under whom the 
congregations are now rallying in attendance and interest; 
and 

“Whereas the organization of a new Lutheran church in 
the city, in view of the limited Lutheran constituency, would 
probably mean a weakening of the present churches, 

“Therefore, be it resolved that the secretary be in- 
structed to inform the petitioning Lutherans of Portland that 
their petition cannot be granted since this would only destroy 
the unity they now seek and which should eventually be 
brought about through the present established agencies.” 

The secretary of the committee was directed to send this 
action not only to the petitioners but also to the five Lu- 
theran pastors of Norwegian, Swedish and Danish extrac- 
tion in the Portland area, and to the Missionary Superin- 
tendents of the Augustana and Norwegian churches. 


“PUBLICITY” THAT INFORMED 


From the Rev. G. E. Ruff, Chairman of the Committee on Publicity 
for the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 


SoME PASTORS who did not succumb to summer heat in 
1937 but made a notable success of a church exhibit at their 
county fair, might inspire others of us, as the dog days 
come, to think over our 1938 plans for church publicity. 

Five feet frontage in a large exhibition hall was secured 
at the fair in Carbon County, Pennsylvania, by the Carbon 
County Lutheran Pastoral Association, August 31 to Sep- 
tember 4. The Rev. Richard A. Beck of Trinity Church, 
Bowmanstown, was chairman. 

Wedged in between Wear-ever aluminum on one side, 
and a Jewish furniture dealer’s display on the other, our 
brothers laid out an exhibit of Lutheran periodicals sure to 
attract attention. They used the balopticon machine, sup- 
plied by the Publicity Committee of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, which presented a continuous series of pictures 
setting forth activities of the synod, as well as pictures of all 
Lutheran churches of Carbon County. A pastor was always 
on duty, with two young people from the county churches. 

Sixteen thousand pieces of literature were taken away by 
inquirers. “What the Lutheran Church Stands For,” “How 
to Join the Lutheran Church,” THe Lutueran, “Sweet Char- 
ity,’ a publication of the Good Shepherd Home in Allen- 
town, Pa., stewardship tracts, penny gospels, and other 
material were given out. 

The Church display received more attention than any com- 
mercial exhibit at the Fair. Pictures were explained, lit- 
erature was described, and questions answered. Some very 
earnest inquiries developed. The unchurched people of the 
county were reached in a manner not offensive to them. 
Misunderstandings in the minds of some regarding the Lu- 
theran Church were cleared up. One person told a pastor 
in charge that at last he could believe that Lutherans will 
get to heaven also. 

Members of the Lutheran Church were pleased to find the 
response made to the exhibit, and learned a few things 
themselves about the work and attitudes of Lutheranism. 

The exhibit was open twelve hours a day. The space was 
granted free of charge. Total cost of display was $35. The 
committee conducting the exhibit included Pastor Beck, the 
Rey. A. P. Snyder, Lehighton; the Rev. Amon Lichty, Sum- 
mit Hill; and the Rev. W. A. Kuntzleman, Weissport. Others 
taking charge on days of the fair were the Rev. A. C. Planz, 
Mauch Chunk; the Rev. Thomas Atkinson, Lehighton; and 
the Rev. M. L. Wahrmann, Aquashicola. 


SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD 


By the Rev. Dallas C. Baer 


Tue SusQqUEHANNA Synop met in annual convention, in 
Zion Church, Sunbury, Pa., of which the Rev. C. B. Foelsch, 
Ph.D., is the pastor, May 17, 18. Zion Church is one of the 
most beautiful and commodious churches in the whole 
Church, and is especially beautiful right now, because of 
the fact that the church auditorium and the church school 
lecture room have been redecorated and renovated. The 
business sessions were held in the lecture room of the 
church school, and the Communion Service and the evening 
services were held in the church auditorium. Of these the 
features were the rite of ordination and the address of Dr. 
Ellis B. Burgess, representing the Executive Board. 

The synodical discourse by President Ira S. Sassaman was 
based on Psalm 73: 17: “Until I went into the sanctuary of 
God; then understood I their end.” He painted a picture ot 
the present world conditions with reference to the attitude 
of people toward God and things holy and sacred. He called 
for a deeper consecration and more faithful attendance at 
the services of worship, and challenged his hearers to ded- 
icate themselves to the spiritual needs of the hour. John 
F. Harkins, D.D., secretary of synod, State College, assisted 
the president in the administration of the Lord’s Supper. 

At the opening business session, the following pastors 
who were transferred from other synods were introduced: 
Robert L. Lippert, from the East Pennsylvania Synod, who 
now is pastor of Trinity Church, Milton, which for so many 
years was served by the Rev. Dr. J. M. Reimensnyder 
since 1871; John Whetstone, from the Maryland Synod, now 
serving the Reedsville Parish; A. E. M. Yeagy, from the 
West Pennsylvania Synod, now shepherd to the people of 
the Logantown Charge; Carroll S. Rudisill, from the Alle- 
ghany Synod, now minister of the Turbotville Parish; Park 
L. Wagenbach, from the East Pennsylvania Synod, now 
serving Grace Church, Sunbury; R. B. Nell, from the Synod 
of the Northwest, where he had been Dean of Hamline 
University, now Dean of Susquehanna University. 


Fifteen Pastors for Calls 

The following excerpts from the president’s report speak 
for themselves. “Our rolls carry the names of thirty-five 
pastors who are not in active pastoral service. Of these, 
thirteen are retired and are receiving the humble pension 
provided by our Church; two are incapacitated for service 
because of physical conditions; five are engaged in the 
general work of the Church in various stations as mission- 
aries and teachers; and fifteen of them are available for 
calls to congregations as active pastors. To this number 
may be added the three young men who were ordained 
and the four who were licensed at this session of synod, 
only one of whom has a parish. 

“It may be that we have unconsciously and unduly over- 
emphasized attendance at the church school session, and 
so have left the impression that this is the major service 
of the day. It would be vastly better to have no adult 
department in the church school than to leave an impression 
like that. Christian philosophy of life cannot be success- 
fully taught by those who fail to honor our Saviour in the 
public worship services.” 

“Giving is indispensable in the law of Christian 
growth. ...It has been demonstrated again and again that 
the congregation that gives generous support to the benevo- 
lent program of the Church is never lacking funds for its 
own use. On the other hand, and by the same law, the 
church that fails to respond to the call of charity and 
benevolence will become poorer and more and more im- 
potent spiritually.” 

In conferring with the treasurer, the writer learned that 
when all funds, including specials such as the Anniversary 
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Appeal and others, are totaled to date for the present year, 
the total is $6.53 less than on the corresponding date last 
year. The economic situation in the territory embraced 
by the Susquehanna Synod is unquestionably more acute 
now than at any other time in the depression, and, when 
this is taken into consideration, anyone familiar with con- 
ditions does not have it in his heart to be too critical when 
offerings are not quite as large as they have been in the 
past. There hardly can be any excuse, however, for the 
congregations that have given nothing whatever toward 
the benevolent objects of the Church, of which our synod 
has had twenty-three. Over against this picture of indiffer- 
ence to the call of the work of the Church, there are some 
splendid examples of loyalty and sacrifice of congregations 
that have never failed to contribute all of their benevolence 
and some in excess of their apportionment even in spite of 
considerable congregational debts. 


Distinguished Visitors 


Ellis B. Burgess, D.D., LL.D., representing the Executive 
Board of the U. L. C. A., brought an inspiring and helpful 
message in which he drew upon his experiences as a pastor 
and church executive over a period of forty-six years. Dr. 
Burgess spoke of the great progress made by the Church 
since the merger twenty years ago, and quoted statistics 
liberally to prove his points. 

Dr. John Aberly, president of the Theological Seminary 
at Gettysburg, brought greetings and spoke briefly of the 
work and accomplishments of the seminary. Among other 
things, he stated that the Cronhardt bequest finally netted 
$271,000 for the endowment fund of the seminary. The 
proceeds from the interest received from this fund would 
largely be used for the granting of scholarships and fellow- 
ships for men who desire to continue their theological 
studies. Dr. Aberly referred to the fact that the new synod 
formed by the merger which will shortly be effected will 
elect thirty of the forty-six directors composing the Board 
of the institution, and in a very real sense will practically 
have control of the seminary. 

A brief Memorial Service was held for the ministers and 
their wives who had passed from this life since synod last 
met in annual session. The Rev. C. A. Lantz, Milroy, and 
the Rev. G. D. Strail, Liverpool, members of the Necrology 
Committee, were in charge of the service. The only pastor 
who passed away during the year was the Rev. George 
Washington McSherry, retired, who resided at Mifflinburg; 
and two widows of ministers, Mrs. M. S. Cressman, whose 
husband was for thirty-five years pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Lewistown, and Mrs. A. H. Spangler, whose husband 
was the minister at Yeagertown and Reedsville for many 
years. S. N. Carpenter, D.D., McClure, offered prayer. 

William L. Mudge, D.D., Harrisburg, Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches, told of the work of the 
Council and its growth in the number of participating 
bodies, until it now has one religious body for each year 
of its thirty some years’ existence. Dr. Mudge warned the 
synod of the impending dangers of legislation that threaten 
to infringe on the cherished Protestant idea of the sepa- 
ration of Church and State. 


Merger 


From the time the delegates arrived at the convention 


church there was an air of expectancy among the members 
of synod, wondering, asking questions, some expressing 
fears and doubts, others optimistic and anxiously anticipating 
the opportunity to give their “yes” to the proposed Consti- 
tution and By-laws prepared with so much care and thought 
by the various committees, as the instrument that would 
finally bring together four synods in central Pennsylvania 
to be known as the Central Pennsylvania Synod of the 
Wiig CAC (Continued on page 23) 
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THE ALLEGHANY SYNOD 


Reported by the Rev. Ralph W. Birk 


THE NINETY-SEVENTH annual convention of the Alleghany 
Synod, meeting in St. John’s Church, Clearfield, Pa., the 
Rev. E. Roy Hauser pastor, proved to be the outstanding 
convention of this great Lutheran synod. Together with the 
other three interested synods the delegates in session at 
Clearfield approved the adoption of the proposed constitu- 
tion for the merged synod in Pennsylvania. The merger 
issue overshadowed all other items of business and was an 
ever-present force and influence in all discussions of syn- 
odical matters. With the final adoption of the constitution 
pastors and delegates looked toward the merger meeting in 
Harrisburg and the subsequent benefit to the Church. 

The Rev. E. Roy Hauser, pastor of the entertaining church 
and president of the synod, presided over the convention. 
The body convened at four o’clock May 17, for the Holy 
Communion Service, the sermon being preached by E. M. 
Morgan, D.D., of Tyrone. Dr. Morgan used as his subject, 
“Spiritual Thirst and Hunger.” The communion service was 
followed by a memorial service for Walter B. Miller, who 
prior to his death last year served the synod as treasurer 
for twenty-six consecutive years. Tuesday evening’s service 
was devoted to the Anniversary Appeal program. Mr. H. 
Torrey Walker, representative of the Board of American 
Missions, very ably presented the program to the assembly. 
Due to adverse economic conditions so prevalent through- 
out the synod, this cause has been somewhat delayed and 
handicapped. 

Synod was formally opened Wednesday morning after a 
devotional period led by the chaplain for the day, the Rev. 
E. P. Windman of Everett, who used as his theme, “Unex- 
pected Opportunities.” After enrollment of delegates Dr. 
G. M. Diffenderfer of Carlisle presented the work of the 
synod in regard to the Tressler Orphans’ Home. He gave 
the following figures: 140 boys and 168 girls at the Home. 
The cost per child per year is $250. The Alleghany Synod 
has sixty-five children at the Home. 


Merger Proposal Adopted 


The session was then given to the question of the proposed 
constitution for the merged synod. Dr. M. Hadwin Fischer 
of Gettysburg and Judge Stock of York presented the mat- 
ter to the synod and deserve much credit for their help and 
kindness in this important matter. After some discussion 
and the raising of various questions, the synod voted to 
adopt the proposed constitution and made provisions for the 
submitting of recommendations as to changes or additions 
to the constitution at the merger meeting. 

The meeting of the ministerium at four o’clock Wednes- 
day was a spiritual treat for all pastors. Dr. H. D. Hoover 
of Gettysburg touched our very souls with his sincere and 
reverent presentation of a most helpful spiritual message. 
He challenged all to face tasks with the conviction of God’s 
presence, to gain strength and courage through a real prayer 
life and to attain our success in and for Christ. It was a 
masterpiece charged with power and authority from on high. 

The Ordination and Licensure Service was held Wednes- 
day evening with the Rev. G. B. Harman of Duncansville 
preaching the sermon on the theme, “The Minister and His 
Message.” The Rev. C. C. Frazier of Bellwood, pastor-elect 
to the St. Clairsville Parish in Bedford County, and the Rev. 
Roy McCorkle of Lilly, now in active inter-seminary work, 
were ordained; the Rev. James Fisher of Warriors Mark, the 
Rev. Frank Helsel of Hollidaysburg and the Rev. Maurice 
Smeal of Clearfield were re-licensed, and Ralph I. Shockey 
of Meyersdale was licensed for one year. 

I. Hess Wagner, D.D., of Somerset, chaplain for Thursday, 
brought a timely message at the morning session. He used 
as his theme, “Unity in Diversity and Diversity in Unity.” 
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It was a fitting message for the closing session of the con- 
vention and was most encouraging in preparation for the 
merger meeting. Routine matters of business occupied 
Thursday morning. One item of interest to all was the pro- 
viding for expenses incident to the meeting at Harrisburg. 
It was voted that the treasurer should be authorized to 
allow each pastor and delegate expenses on the basis of two 
cents for each mile traveled and one dollar for each night 
spent in Harrisburg. This action was motivated by the sin- 
cere attempt to have all parishes of the synod represented 
at the important merger meeting. 


Elections Held 

The results of the elections were as follows: President, 
the Rev. E. Roy Hauser, Clearfield; vice-president, E. L. 
Mangus, D.D., Huntingdon; recording secretary, the Rev. 
G. I. Melhorn, Bedford; statistical secretary, the Rev. G. B. 
Harman, Duncansville; treasurer, Mr. G. E. Weaver, 
Altoona. 

Directors of Gettysburg Seminary: I. Hess Wagner, D.D., 
and G. W. Nicely, D.D. 

Representative of Susquehanna University: Mr. T. C. Hare 
of Altoona. 

Mission Committee: E. M. Morgan, D.D., the Rev. E. P. 
Windman, and the Rev. L. F. Foltz. 

Delegates to U. L. C. A. Convention: Clerical: D. L. 
Shaffer, S. D. Sigler, E. P. Windman, E. L. Manges, D.D., 
R. P. Knoebel, J. S. Shannon. Lay: C. W. Woods, A. C. 
Brothers, Thomas F. Lansberry, G. E. Weaver, F. P. Reiter. 

Officers of Laymen’s Organization: President, F. P. Reiter, 
Johnstown; vice-president, C. W. Woods, Altoona; secretary- 
treasurer, S. Z. Miller, Philipsburg. 

Merged Synod Nominating Committee: E. M. Morgan, 
D.D., the Rev. W. I. Good, F. P. Reiter. 

Thus the Alleghany Synod adjourned its ninety-seventh 
convention at noon Thursday. Ninety-seven years of splen- 
did and faithful service; and now she looks to accepting the 
tasks and challenges which will come to her as part of the 
larger body. 

Much credit is due the pastor and people of St. John’s 
Church for making the convention a success. Their kindness 
in all matters, their hospitality at all times, and their untiring 
efforts in all directions deserve the admiration and appre- 
ciation of the entire synod. 


WEST PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 


Reported by the Rev. Alfred O. Frank 


Tue ONE hundred fourteenth annual convention of the 
West Pennsylvania Synod convened in St. Paul’s Church, 
Carlisle, Pa., H. B. Stock, D.D., pastor, May 17, at 10.30 
A. M. with the Communion Service. President D. F. Put- 
man speaking on the theme, “The Way of the Cross,” chal- 
lenged the convention with the necessity of bearing the cross 
in daily life, a spiritual, practical message, good for pastors 
and laymen. 

The routine business of the convention was overshadowed 
by the proposed merger of four synods into the Synod of 
Central Pennsylvania. Last year the four synods voted to 
enter into merger plans. This convention unanimously ac- 
cepted the proposed plan calling for a merger meeting June 
7 in Harrisburg, Pa. 

All present officers were re-elected, namely: D. L. Put- 
man, president; R. R. Gresh, secretary; E. C. Ruby, D.D., 
treasurer; and D. S. Martin, D.D., statistician. 

The budget for 1939 calls for $121,125. Treasurer Ruby, 
who has efficiently handled the synodical monies since 1925 
has handled $1,710,080 in benevolences. 

Pastors J. W. Dean, Hiram W. Trostle of Enola, William 
M. Schwartz of Mt. Wolf, Raymond L. Markley of Green- 
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castle, Snyder Alleman of McConnellsburg, Paul B. Beard 
of Mt. Joy, and Daniel Ketterman of York were new mem- 
bers received into synod. 

Ellis B. Burgess, D.D., president of the United Synod of 
New York, spoke for the various Boards of the Church 
forcefully and well, stressing the progress which has been 
made by the Church in the past twenty years, the challenge 
of the present and encouragement for continued service. 

Synod ordained Charles O. Sullivan, St. Matthew’s Church 
of Hanover, who has accepted a call from the National Coun- 
cil of Clinical Training to service as chaplain in Institutional 
Service; Carl R. Plack, St. Paul’s Church, New Cumberland, 
who has accepted a call to St. Paul’s Church, Huntington, 
W. Va.; Robert C. Schiebel, St. Mark’s Church, Hanover, 
called to St. Paul’s Church, New Baltimore, Pa. Richard 
R. P. F. Syre, Zion Church, York, who has accepted a call 
from the Board of American Missions to the church in 
Gary, Ind. 

J. Elmer Lease and J. Bruce Kaufman were re-licensed, 
ordinations pending a call. License for one year was granted 
to Marshall E. Brenneman, Carlisle; Harold A. Dunkel- 
berger, Gettysburg; Donald R. Stonesifer, Hanover; Carl E. 
Yost, York, who will return to Gettysburg Seminary this 
fall for their senior year. 

The ordination sermon was preached by the Rev. W. W. 
Barkley, pastor of Memorial Lutheran Church, Shippens- 
burg. Ordination was conducted by the officers of synod. 

West Penn Synod now has a Brotherhood with John L. R. 
Schiding, president; George M. Hafer, vice-president; and 
C. C. Culp, treasurer. Milton E. Deck was the speaker at 
the laymen’s meeting. 

Greetings from the Missionary Society were brought by 
Mrs. R. R. Gresh of York, president, and the response was 
given by William A. Kump, D.D. 

Synod adjourned to meet June 7 in Harrisburg when 
merger plans will be completed and the work of the new 
synod take form. Thus ends the name, but not the work, of 
the Synod of West Pennsylvania, organized 1825. 


THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD 


Reported by W. E. Crouser, D.D. 


A STRICT quarantine on shrubs and fruit is maintained on 
our Arizona border, but it doesn’t apply to “presidential 
timber.” Otherwise the pastor of Grace Church in Phoenix 
could not have qualified for the office to which he was 
elected. 

Less than a century ago it would have required more than 
a month for him to travel the distance he came to receive 
the honor, but even then it would have been well worth the 
time and cost. The new and beautiful First Church in Sac- 
ramento with its comfortable and commodious equipment 
housed the forty-seventh convention of the California Synod 
and also the convention of the Women’s Missionary Society 
May 10-12. The pastor and his wife, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Clarence F. Crouser, again demonstrated their fine ability 
to plan in detail for their guests’ comfort. There was no 
“unusual” feature to the weather,—just a regular visitation 
of sunshine and zephyrs ladened with the fragrance of roses 
and orange blossoms. Had it been made by resolution of 
synod, it could not have been more delightful. The conven- 
tion began with the Communion Service on Tuesday morn- 
ing. The sermon was preached by the Rev. James J. Raun, 
Ph.D., president of synod and pastor of St. Mark’s Church, 
San Francisco. He was assisted by the secretary, the Rev. 
Clarence F. Crouser, and the first vice-president, the Rev. 
Henry Opperman of St. John’s Church, Sacramento. 


Few Pastoral Changes 


The President’s Report for the year showed few changes 
in the pastoral office. The vacancy caused by the retire- 
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ment of George P. Kabele, D.D., from the First Church in 
Fresno, was filled by the election of the Rev. Robert S. 
Romeis. The Rev. James P. Beasom, who has for several 
years been engaged in educational work, is now the pastor 
of the First Church, Glendale. More than half of the 
churches in synod went on record as improving their phys- 
ical equipment at an expense all the way from $4,000 down. 

A number of anniversaries were listed, including the 
seventieth of the organization of St. John’s, Sacramento; the 
twenty-fifth of the organization of the First Church, Glen- 
dale; the eleventh of the dedication of Grace Church, Rich- 
mond; the thirtieth of the dedication of St. Matthew’s, San 
Francisco; the fiftieth of the organization of the First 
Church, San Diego; the fortieth of the ordination of Dr. 
George P. Kabele; and the eleventh of the pastorate of Dr. 
J. George Dorn of Hollywood. 


Visitors Welcomed 

The sessions were inspired and instructed by the interest- 
ing addresses of Dr. J. L. Morgan of Salisbury, N. C., the 
representative of the U. L. C. A.; Dr. August Pohlman of 
Philadelphia, Pa., chairman of the Commission on Evan- 
gelism of the U. L. C. A.; Dr. F. W. Otterbein of Chicago; 
and Dr. W. P. Christy of Minneapolis, Minn. The pastors 
on the Pacific Coast deeply appreciate such contacts with 
men from the East, and are cheered by the messages they 
bring. 

Statistics are dry things, but once in a while they cause 
an idea to percolate. The receipts of the treasury were an 
advance of nearly 40 per cent over the previous year. There 
was a gain of 16 per cent in the receipts on apportionment. 
Four congregations paid in excess, while ten others paid 
100 per cent. Thirteen paid less than 50 per cent. In the 
item of all benevolences there was a gain of 33 per cent. 

Both conferences made a substantial gain in baptized 
members and also in confirmed members; but in com- 
municant members the loss in the Northern Conference 
almost destroyed the gain in the Southern. The Northern 
Conference showed a loss in Sunday school scholars, while 
the Southern showed a loss in Young People’s Societies. The 
report on the State of the Church indicated that nearly all 
the congregations employ the Every Member Canvass and 
the Duplex Envelopes and that there was a reduction of 
nearly $10,000 in indebtedness. 


Laymen’s Banquet 

On Tuesday evening a laymen’s banquet was served to a 
large number of delegates and friends. The Hon. Frank F. 
Merriam, governor of California, was one of the guest speak- 
ers. In his own humorous way, the Governor presented 
several matters of vital importance to the Christian people 
of the state. He said that California was the only state in 
the Union that had not found it necessary to curtail expense 
in the operation of its schools. Dr. Otterbein was the second 
speaker, and his address led the evening’s program to a 
fitting climax. James Clausen of the First Church acted as 
toastmaster. 

Personal evangelism was given considerable attention. 
Seventeen congregations had enjoyed the ministry of Dr. 
Pohlman, who had been in California since February. Three 
other congregations were awaiting their turn. Splendid re- 
ports of his services were given. During the year the Com- 
mittee on Evangelism issued each month a prayer-topic card — 
and 96 per cent of the pastors used them. 

A Boys’ Camp in the mountains of California has been 
maintained for several years. Last year 41 boys and 5 in- 
structors with 2 chefs made up the population of the camp. 
The convention voted $1,000 to be used in the erection of a 
dormitory. 

The sum of $250 was given to the Southern District Luther 
me a to prepare for the 1939 National Convention in Long 

each. 
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Elections 
Officers elected are the Rev. Homer A. Anspach of Grace 


' Church, Phoenix, Ariz., president; the Rev. Henry I. Kohler 


_ 


of Bethany Church, Los Angeles, vice-president; the Rev. 
Clarence F. Crouser of First Church, Sacramento, secretary; 
Mr. William B. Scheehl of Berkeley, treasurer; the Rev. 
J. Ernest Messer of St. Paul’s Church, Los Angeles, archivist. 
The Rev. Henry Opperman of St. John’s Church, Sacra- 
mento, statistician. 

Delegates to the Baltimore Convention from the Northern 
Conference are: Earnest A. Trabert, D.D. and the Rev. 
Henry Opperman; alternates, William E. Crouser, D.D., and 
the Rev. Emil Meyer; from the Southern Conference: David 
R. Huber, D.D., and the Rev. Homer A. Anspach; alter- 
nates, J. George Dorn, D.D., and the Rev. D. Edward Wright. 

Lay Delegates: From the North, William’ B. Scheehl and 
H. A. Bedau; alternates, George F. Kohl and F. W. Haus. 
From the South, F. C. Noel, R. F. Kautz; alternates, F. H. 


_ Thresh and E. A. Morrison. 


Ordination Impressive 


The last evening of the convention was given over to the 
ordination of the Rev. Robert Romeis, who had recently ar- 
rived with his bride to assume charge of the First Church, 
Fresno. The sermon was preached by the Rev. Paul Romeis 
of the First Church, San Bernardino, a brother of the can- 
didate. In the rite of ordination the president of synod was 
assisted by the other officers. 

Two devotional periods each day were in charge of the 
Rev. Francis Pryor of the First Church, Oakland, who based 
his addresses on Paul’s epistle to the Philippians. 

A note of sadness was felt because of the resignation of 
the Rev. James J. Raun, Ph.D., as pastor of St. Mark’s, San 
Francisco, but his friends were pleased to learn of his elec- 
tion to the chair of Systematic Theology in the Northwestern 
Seminary. Student J. Edward Oslund, a graduate of the 
Northwestern Seminary, has been called as assistant pastor 
of St. Mark’s. His ordination was recommended to synod 
by the Examining Committee, but because of his absence 
it was left to the officers of synod to administer. 

An interesting feature of the ordination service was the 
recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of 
Dr. Charles F. Oehler, who for more than forty-five years 
was the popular and successful pastor of St. John’s, Sacra- 
mento. The address in his honor was brought by George H. 
Hillerman, D.D., of Trinity Church, Pasadena, who was or- 
dained forty-one years ago by Dr. Oehler, then president 
of the California Synod. 

A letter of transfer from the New York Synod introduced 
into membership the Rev. Clifford B. Holand of Forest Hills, 
L. I., N. Y., who recently became pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
Santa Monica, host to the next convention of synod. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNOD 


Reported by the Rev. Oliver F. Weaver 


Om FIELDS, refineries, tank farms, Salt Creek, Teapot 
Dome, Glenrock—whence comes the precious fluid upon 
which we depend to send our modern streamlined chariots 
speeding over oiled highways—and yes, the old ranges with 
their thousands of sheep and cattle, gave the local color for 
this year’s meeting of the Rocky Mountain Synod at Casper, 
Wyoming’s second capital and center of its oil and cattle in- 
dustries,—incidentally over 1,100 miles north of last year’s 
meeting place, El Paso. 

Not many, but high souls comprise this synod group. First 
comes Dr. W. F. Rangeler whose fine wisdom, true counsel 
and broad experience in church affairs ranks him as a 
Nestor. For enduring confidence, esteem and popularity Dr. 
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R. B. Wolf holds the crown. For the third time synod turned 
to him for leadership, electing him president. He served in 
this capacity during the periods of 1917 to 1919 and again in 
1928 to 1930. Other officers elected were A. H. Schnake of 
El Paso, secretary; Dwight S. Young of Denver, treasurer; 
W. F. Martin of Albuquerque, statistical secretary. 

The program was well arranged by outgoing President 
L. H. Steinhoff so that practically every pastor presented a 
vivid picture of the work and problems of his field, many 
of which are trying, striking and heroic. Subjects and pas- 
tors were: “Phases of Institutional Work,” W. C. Conradi; 
“Work in a Health Center,” W. F. Martin; “Rural Sections,” 
Joseph Peterson; “The Gospel in the Mountains,” George 
Eller; “Problems in an Industrial City,” Hugh Dowler; “The 
Gospel in a Metropolitan Area,” Wilson P. Ard. 

Dr. Elmer W. Harner, as chaplain, gave inspirational de- 
votions and the address at the Brotherhood banquet on 
“Man-power of the Church.” 


President Morgan Welcomed 


Dr. J. L. Morgan, coming all the way from North Caro- 
lina, as spokesman for the United Lutheran Church and its 
Boards, conducted round-table discussions and addressed 
the joint services with the synodical Women’s Missionary 
Society Sunday morning and afternoon, stressing the chief 
function of the Church in the great commission, and the 
Anniversary Appeal. 

Tabitha Home and its proposed campaign for $100,000 was 
presented by the superintendent, Dr. M. A. Ritzen; Midland 
College and Western Seminary by Dr. Rangeler. 

The missionary atmosphere was given not only to synod 
by Miss Emma Johnson, missionary to India, but also to the 
teeming Sunday school, in a dramatic way when Pastor C. S. 
Bream said she was the “first real, live, honest-to-goodness 
missionary” to speak to the children. 

Three new ministers to synod were received: the Rev. 
Hugh Dowler, Pueblo; the Rev. Ernest E. Habig, Boulder; 
and the Rev. Leland C. Soker, Laramie. 

A lively rivalry for delegates to the Baltimore Convention 
resulted in election as follows: Clerical, Charles S. Bream, 
who was also elected a Midland trustee, and Elmer W. 
Harner; alternates, R. B. Wolf and C. R. Streamer. Lay, 
E. H. Rights and John Hiller; alternates, C. A. Barnhart and 
W. J. Calhoun. Mr. Julius Aichele, who presided at the 
Brotherhood banquet, was elected trustee of Tabitha Home. 

The purposes and spirit of the convention were earnest 
and hopeful, difficulties and problems frankly faced, and a 
good feeling prevailed. That the challenge to carry the 
Gospel to the uttermost rests heavily on the hearts of ali, 
was shown by the earnest discussion on how to do it on this 
far-flung territory. As a result synod is asking for a roving 
missionary to reach isolated and distant communities. 


Pastor Bream and Parishioners 


Pastor Bream and his people proved themselves to be 
gallant hosts, and this baby congregation, with the largest 
Sunday school, gave something of its vitality to the dele- 
gates. Said President Wolf, “It was a revelation to see what 
can be done with a minimum of equipment. Imagine having 
to ask the school to go out and walk around the block so 
the officers could get the room ready for the church service.” 

Never were hosts more considerate of their guests, and 
many new friendships were formed. One of the courtesies 
was a sightseeing trip to the refineries and oil fields of Salt 
Creek and Teapot Dome. 

Synod closed with a delightful all-convention banquet 
with fine fellowship, singing, addresses and farewells, with 
all feeling that in this synodical family of the West the ties 
were a little stronger and the bonds of faith a little deeper 
for the long distances traveled. 

The next convention will be held in Colorado Springs, 
guest of the president’s congregation, May 9, 10, 11, in 1939. 
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THE PACIFIC SYNOD 


Reported by the Rev. Paul L. Kunzman 


THE THIRTY-EIGHTH convention of the Pacific Synod was 
held May 16-19 in St. James’ Church, Seattle, Wash., the 
Rev. K. Simundsson pastor, attended by twenty-three cler- 
ical and nine lay delegates. In connection with the opening 
service on Monday evening a new addition to the church 
that is to serve as parish house and Sunday school room 
was dedicated. The construction work was done by vol- 
unteer labor. Dr. William I. Guss, former president of the 
Nebraska Synod and now Board missionary at Spokane, 
preached the sermon on the theme, “What Is Christianity?” 

Each morning during the convention Station KOMO enter- 
tained as guest speakers the Rev. P. W. Eriksen of Salem, 
Ore., and the Rev. Werner Jessen of Medford, Ore., pastors 
who regularly use the radio in their home cities. 

The Lord’s Supper was administered by Dr. Frank S. 
Beistel, president; and the Rev. W. I. Eck, secretary. The 
first business session followed. 

Among the distinguished visitors were Jacob L. Morgan, 
D.D., president of the United Synod of North Carolina, rep- 
resenting the Boards of the United Lutheran Church; Mrs. 
J. L. Morgan, president of the North Carolina Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society; Mrs. Alfred J. Fenner, representing the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the U. L. C. A.; and Mrs. 
Frank S. Beistel, president of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Pacific Synod. 

Dr. Morgan spoke on three different occasions. He ex- 
pressed his gratitude for the opportunity of visiting on the 
West Coast and marveled at the “magnificent distances” and 
the scattered parishes. He said, “My visit here has deepened 
the sense of value of the Church’s contributions to the work 
on the coast. 


Great Country With Great Future 

“We owe a debt of gratitude to the pastors and their help- 
ers for their work in extending the Kingdom of God. You 
have here a great country, and a great future. The large 
number of the unchurched (80 to 90 per cent) is a challenge 
to you and to the whole Church. This large number of the 
unchurched is a commentary on the church life of the East. 
The Church in the East did not come out here with the 
same energy and determination as did business. You need 
to plant still more churches. While you are still in the 
pioneer stage, you have this advantage over the missionary 
endeavors of my own synod—you work among people of 
Lutheran background and your opportunities are riper.” Dr. 
Morgan bade us rejoice in that we were members of a great 
Church that had a great Lord and a great future. 

Mrs. Alfred J. Fenner brought the greetings of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the U. L. C. A., explained 
the new program for “The Children of the Church,” and 
asked for the co-operation of pastors, leaders and congre- 
gations. She will spend ten days on our territory visiting 
congregations in the interest of a better understanding of 
this phase of parish education for leadership and life. 

The chaplain, the Rev. Adolph W. Nelson, brought two 
messages: “Not by Might Nor Force” and “Whence Cometh 
Help?” President Beistel preached the convention sermon 
asking: “What Do Our Eyes See?” He distinguished be- 
tween the help that man gives over against that which God 
affords through the redemptive power of Christ and the 
regenerating energy of the Holy Spirit. 

Tuesday evening was featured by a forum on Evangelism 
directed by the chairman of the Committee on Evangelism, 
the Rev. Paul L. Kunzman. Assisting him were the follow- 
ing speakers and their themes: the Rev. L. C. Weitzenkamp, 
“Securing Prospects”; the Rev. E. A. Vosseler, “Securing 
the Workers”; the Rev. H. R. Allen, “Training the Work- 
ers”; the Rev. P. W. Eriksen, “Evangelism by Radio”; and 
Dr. W. I. Guss, “Getting an Affirmative Decision for Christ 
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and the Church.” Synod is becoming more conscious of 
the importance of personal work of winning others, as is 
evidenced by the fact that 802 adults were added to the 
congregational rolls since the last convention, which is equal 
to 19 per cent of last year’s membership. Synod again voted 
to make “personal work on the part of every member, old 
and young, of our congregations of prime consideration,” 
and called upon pastors and church councils to give it first 
place on their work program. 


Abuse of Confessional 

According to reports in the daily press, the warden of 
the state penitentiary at Walla Walla, Wash., permitted a 
police officer to masquerade as a clergyman to gain the con- 
fidence of an inmate in order to secure a confession. He 
was successful. Synod sent a protest against such action, 
violating the sanctity of the confessional to the Governor 
of the state and the warden of the penitentiary. This pro- 
test makes clear that the Lutheran Church does not con- 
done crime, nor does it condone deception. The law does 
not permit a citizen to masquerade as an officer of the law; 
nor should an officer of the law be permitted to masquerade 
as a minister of the Gospel and destroy the sanctity of the 
confessional. We are informed that other church bodies 
have and will voice similar protests. 

Dr. William Schoeler, pastor of the Lutheran Students’ 
Association of Oregon and working at Corvallis, Monmouth, 
Eugene and Salem, made a report of the work and asked 
for increased support that the work might be enlarged. They 
need a building at Corvallis. Pastor Karlstrom, laboring 
among the sailors at the port of Seattle and the loggers in 
the woods, told of the joys of service. 

Mr. Arsenio Diaz, a graduate of Pacific Theological Sem- 
inary, a native of the Philippine Islands, has been laboring 
among his fellows in Seattle. The Methodists have granted 
them the use of a building. In order more effectively to 
work among his people, he asked for and received licensure 
for one year with the promise to report monthly to the 
president. There is no organized congregation as yet. May 
19 marked the fortieth anniversary of the ordination of 
President Frank S. Beistel, D.D. At the banquet Tuesday 
evening, a schoolmate, the Rev. P. E. Baisler, told of mutual 
experiences and in behalf of synod extended felicitations. 


Insistence Justified 

The wisdom of synod in insisting that aid be given to Zion 
Church, Medford, Oregon, and that the work there be con- 
tinued, has been manifest. Since last August the member- 
ship has more than doubled. At present synod is wrestling 
with a similar situation at University Church, Seattle. The 
property has been sold at forced sale and this congregation 
is threatened with facing locked doors. Synod feels that the 
saving of this property to our body is of such importance as 
to warrant unusual measures. 

The Rev. W. I. Eck was re-elected secretary and Mr. 
Marvin C. Johnson of Vancouver, Wash., treasurer of synod. 
Delegates to the United Lutheran Church meeting as elected 
are: F. S. Beistel, D.D., Paul L. Kunzman and K. Simundsson 
as clerical, and Messrs. Marvin C. Johnson, K. J. Myklebust 
and Mr. Syllianson lay members. 

The invitation of Zion Church, Medford, Ore., the Rev. 
Werner Jessen pastor, to hold the 1939 convention as their | 
guests was unanimously accepted and the invitation of Trin- 
ity Church, Everett, Wash., the Rev. Harry Monesmith pas- 
tor, for the 1940 convention was received and filed. 

A special feature of the sessions was the singing of “The 
Ministers’ Quartet.” Its cosmopolitan character, reflective 
of the make-up of the membership of our synod, is seen in 
the fact that the “nationalities” of the singers are Danish, 
German, Swedish, Finnish; and the pastor of the congre- 
gation was born in Iceland! We also had Norwegians, Irish 
and Scotch in the congregation. 


—s 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


Julius F. Seebach, Philadelphia, Pa., “Paragraphs” 
Men, Movements, and Occasions About 
Which People Read 


Massachusetts is Exercised About the Employment of 
married women. The immediate cause is the practical effect 
of the employment of married women on the public relief 
rolls. This economic argument seems to be winning the day, 
for recently the Boston Edison Company served notice that 
no married women would be employed after April 30, nor 
would women employees who married after that date be re- 
tained. The result was a sudden rise before that date in the 
issuance of marriage licenses, which led to the company’s 
dry comment that “a girl who can get ready to marry ought 
to be able to quit work.” A similar rule has been operative 
in the New England Power Association for the last four 
years, with the result of a heightened morale in the or- 
ganization. The movement is being increasingly applied to 
the teaching forces of communities, especially since the 
State Supreme Court has decided that “a town or city may 
dismiss married teachers, provided there is no discrimina- 
tion.” 


Congregation Emanu-el Has Been Invited to remove from 
the Jewish Center of Jersey City. The reason lies in the 
appearance in court of Rabbi Plotkin to testify to the good 
character of J. R. Longo, an anti-Hague Democrat, who 
was under indictment for opposing the Hague activities in 
the recent free-speech unpleasantnesses in Jersey City. The 
invitation to depart was delivered by two officers of the 
Community Center, who are also office-holders under 
Hague. The reason advanced for the unfriendly act was that 
the congregation was a financial liability to the Community 
Center (though it has been paying $3,000 annually for its 
meeting place), since “certain persons refused to give finan- 
cial support to the Center because of the presence of the 
congregation in it.’ But Rabbi Plotkin likens the incident 
to “that of Jews fleeing from a pogrom”; though there is this 
difference—the congregation will be suffering at the hands 
of fellow-believers, whatever may be the Gentile pressure 
behind the act in that center of controlled speech. 


Patriotic Stamp Collectors Will Want to place on their 
most-treasured page the five-lire stamp recently issued by 
the tiny, ancient Republic of San Marino. This little land, 
hidden in the heights of the Apennines, has maintained its 
independence, except for a few short intervals, for 1,600 
years. The stamp bears a picture of a bust of Abraham Lin- 
coln which was placed in a niche at the head of the grand 
staircase of the new Government Palace erected a few years 
ago, and this issue commemorates an historic occasion. At 
the outbreak of our Civil War the authorities of San Marino 
sent a letter of sympathy and encouragement to President 
Lincoln, as “from the oldest to the youngest republic.” His 
reply, dated May 7, 1861, is one of the tiny republic’s cher- 
ished state papers, and, under the pictured bust on the stamp 
appears this quotation from Lincoln’s letter: “Although 
your dominion is small, your state is nevertheless one of the 
most honored in all history.” ; 


Two Years Ago the Suggestion Was Made, from inter- 
ested sources, that church or charity and income tax worries 
might be mutually solved if full advantage were taken of 
the fifteen per cent proviso of the tax law. A satisfactory 
response failed to materialize. Perhaps it was due to the 
common distaste for the law’s compulsions; perhaps it was 
due to the falling of many incomes below the grasp of the 
law. A recently developed practice in England—inaugurated 
on the first anniversary of the death of George V—has the 
appeal of being purely voluntary, and has the further fea- 
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ture of offering the lure of round numbers with which to 
deal. On the occasion of the anniversary 200,000 odd de- 
positors in England and North Ireland authorized their 
banks to deduct the odd shillings and pence from their ac- 
counts on that day, and to apply them to the King George 
Playing Field Foundation. Later the plan was tried in 
Coventry, England, and the success of the scheme has since 
led to a national application for charitable purposes, and an 
extension of the invitation to the smaller savings accounts 
in postal banks. If churches or charities in our own land 
were to use the plan, the largest amount that could be ob- 
tained from any individual account in the banks or savings 
funds would be ninety-nine cents; but that limit would be 
counter-balanced by the much greater number of accounts 
existing in our larger population. 


The Right Not to Vote Has Been Called into question in 
the person of Bishop Johann Baptist Sproll, head of the 
Catholic Church in Wurttemberg, Germany. When the 
bishop failed to vote in the recent plebiscite, he was imme- 
diately informed by the secret police (the Gestapo, who put 
Niemoller in a concentration camp after he had been dis- 
missed by a court of law) that his security could not be 
guaranteed, which was an understood way of telling him to 
get out. The bishop retired from his residence in Rothen- 
burg, but shortly returned, likely under instructions. Then 
Wurttemberg’s Nazi governor, Wilhelm Murr, demanded the 
bishop’s resignation, because his “disloyalty” to the state 
violated the Concordat established between Berlin and the 
Vatican in 1933. Bishop Sproll should be forgiven that, if it 
is a lawful argument. He must have considered the Con- 
cordat destroyed by the Nazi regime’s rough treatment. 


The Protestant Groups of France, with one exception, are 
holding a conference at Lyons, to plan a union of all the 
principal bodies of Protestants in that country. The excep- 
tion is a group in Alsace, which will not be represented be- 
cause of its direct affiliation with the Lutheran Church in 
Germany, a relationship continuing from before the World 
War when Alsace was still a part of the German Empire. 
Negotiations have been going on for the last five years. One 
reason given for the merging of the various bodies is that 
the causes for separation had ceased to have significance 
since the separation of church and state in France in 1905. 
The present conference is expected to adopt a Church Con- 
stitution which will be satisfactory to all the groups. That 
will mean the practical accomplishment of the merger. 


A Recent Action by the League of Nations Advisory Com- 
mittee offers a bleak example of the utter breakdown of 
international law. The League proposed “the creation in 
every belligerent country of neutral zones in which chil- 
dren might be brought together, maintained and provided 
with the necessary medical attention by their respective 
governments, and where they would be immune from bom- 
bardment, gas and all other war perils.” This is a sorry 
commentary on the ruin during the last two decades of the 
humanitarian restraints painfully developed for military 
procedure in time of war since Hugo Grotius formulated 
the first principles of international law three centuries ago. 
It remained for two nations, which can speak from imme- 
diate experience, to show how futile this gesture must be. 
Senora Huici, for the Spanish government, favored the plan, 
but said that Spain’s experience proved that neutral zones 
would have no practical value for saving children, since the 
present practice of war is to terrorize the civilian popula- 
tion. They had learned, after a series of calamities, to camou- 
flage neutral zones, refugee camps and hospitals, rather than 
to mark them for protection. Hoo-Chi-Tsai, for China, ex- 
pressed a similar opinion—with copious illustrations. They 
ought to know—but consider the shamefulness of the sit- 
uation in a so-called civilized world! 
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THE LABORER AND HIS HIRE 


What Various Denominations Do to Provide an Adequate Income for Pastors 
Special to THE LUTHERAN by the Rev. Roger G. Imhoff 


A CONSIDERABLE amount of money is annually expended by 
our various denominations on their colleges and seminaries 
with the justified purpose of making future laborers in the 
vineyard “worthy of their hire.” 

This article is the result of an attempt to discover what 
the various denominations are doing when necessary to make 
the “hire worthy of the laborer.” 

The survey was made with the idea of discerning whether 
minimum salaries have been set for sustaining congregations 
to meet (as is usually done in the case of mission churches 
in all denominations) and how well certain “plans” have 
functioned. Because there are apparently no national plans 
by any denomination, it became necessary to secure the in- 
formation from the various state and district bodies, synods 
or conferences. 

A committee in the Ohio Synod of the United Lutheran 
group has been working on the proposition of raising the 
salaries of those in the lower brackets and the ramifications 
of the problem probably cause the said committee members 
to wish that all Lutheran pastors were living “the life of 
Riley” and thus relieve them of their worries. But all Lu- 
theran pastors are not living the life of Riley, hence the 
existence of the salary commission, on which the writer is 
complacently glad he is not a member. From the point of 
view of minimum salaries, and perhaps interestingly enough, 
the only shepherds in the nation who might appear to be 
living the life of the well-known Irishman mentioned above 
are the rabbis. 

Jewish 

The salary problem in the Jewish Reform and Conserva- 
tive congregations is probably not so acute as in the Or- 
thodox congregations and in some other denominations. 
Then, too, because each congregation is autonomous, no 
official act by any national board could be binding on any 
synagogue. 

However, the matter did come before the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis (Reform) at an annual con- 
vention in Chicago three years ago, and it was voted that 
the president of the conference write letters to all Reform 
congregations pointing out that economic conditions were 
evidently improving and that each congregation be admon- 
ished to keep their rabbi’s salary up to what is considered 
a minimum for a married rabbi, $2,400 a year. It is believed 
that there might be some, but not many rabbis, under that 
limit at that time. 

As to whether any of the Reform, Conservative or Or- 
thodox congregations who might have been below the min- 
imum have raised, there is no way of officially knowing, 
according to Rabbi George Zepin, head of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations (Reform), because each 
congregation handles its own financial affairs. 

There have been established, however, two Relief Funds, 
one under the direction of the Central Conference of Amer- 
ican Rabbis (Reform) for its own members, the other under 
the direction of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions, for the benefit of rabbis of all three groups (Reform, 
Conservative and Orthodox) who might, due to some par- 
ticular and exceptional cause, find themselves in distress. 

The first fund has at its disposal $6,500 in annual income 
and the second fund $8,000 each year. 


In the Episcopal Church 


One of the largest Episcopal Dioceses in the nation is the 
Southern Ohio organization with offices in Cincinnati. It is 


also recognized as being above the average in financial 
strength. Here a minimum salary of $1,500 per year has 
been set for unmarried rectors and $1,800 for those married. 
It is expected that each local congregation will provide living 
quarters for the minister. 

If a congregation is unable to attain to this minimum the 
Home Mission Fund, which has a part on the weekly offer- 
ing envelope, is used to make up the salary difference. This 
fund is in charge of the chapter and the bishop, who in this 
case is the Rt. Rev. Henry Wise Hobson. At present there 
are no rectors in the district receiving as little as $1,500. 


The Evangelical-Reformed Group 

The Southwest Ohio “Classis” (similar to our confer- 
ence) of the Reformed Synod of Ohio has set a minimum 
salary of $1,500 plus parsonage for each pastor. 

A “Sustentation Fund” collected each year from the reg- 
ular apportionment, has been established under the direc- 
tion of the officers of the Classis to be used to help maintain 
the salary minimum in the churches of the district, in which 
there are twenty-four pastors and thirty-nine churches. 

In 1936 a plan was adopted calling for the voluntary con- 
tribution annually of one per cent of the amount any pastor 
makes over $1,200 each year toward a fund to be disbursed 
among the men in the lower salary brackets. After a year’s 
trial, during which time fifty per cent of the pastors con- 
tributed, the plan was abandoned, partly because of the 
forthcoming final merger between the Reformed and Evan- 
gelical Churches. 

Evangelical 

No definite plan as to salaries is in existence in the Evan- 
gelical Church, so far as this writer knows, except that the 
Indiana Synod of the church has a “Sustentation Fund,” 
gathered only from special offerings, which is used in the 
event of emergencies. Dr. W. R. Pohlman, Indianapolis, is 
president of this synod, which comprises sixty-five churches. 

Such “emergency” funds are in existence in many denom- 
inations, although their purpose obviously is not to main- 
tain regular standards in sustaining congregations. 


Presbyterian 

The Cincinnati Presbytery (one of the largest in the 
country) has set a minimum salary for pastors of $1,500 in 
rural districts and $1,800 in the cities. 

There is no special plan, however, guaranteeing the main- 
tenance of these standards for ministers in sustaining 
churches, except that the Presbytery usually does not per- 
mit a church to call a man unless the congregation can pay 
the minimum salary, which policy may serve as well as an 
elaborate plan. 

There is, however, a fund made up annually of anonymous 
gifts, under the control of the local superintendent, Dr. Earl 
R. North, which is distributed among needy pastors without 


general publicity given to the distribution. Being anonymous, 


and voluntary the amount of the fund varies from year to 
year. This year, of the fifty-eight ministers in the Pres- 
bytery, five are receiving less than the $1,500 standard. 
These five would thus become eligible for some of the pro- 
ceeds of the above-mentiond fund. In the New York Pres- 
bytery a plan has been suggested by Dr. Henry S. Coffin 
providing a $1,500 minimum salary plus $300 for house rent. 
It is proposed that the fund be created from special offerings 
throughout the year and that it be administéted by the 
officials of each Presbytery. 
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Catholic 


The Cincinnati Diocese of the Catholic Church has set a 
standard salary of $1,500 per year for all priests, regardless 
of the size of their charge. The local parish pays this salary 
and is also expected to provide for a rectory for the priest 
and handle the maintenance of the house. In cases of par- 
ticular need the Archbishop of the Diocese can make use of 
the Mission Fund (for which a special day is set aside each 
year) in distributing the necessary monies. Each Diocese in 
the nation sets its own salary standards and minimums. 


Methodist 


Perhaps the most elaborate, and probably the most ef- 
fective, plans are to be found among the Methodist Con- 
ferences. 

An interesting plan has been worked out by the Ohio 
Conference of Methodists, the largest in the land of Meth- 
odism. Under the direction of the Rev. John V. Lacy of 
Waynesville, Ohio, the project calls for a minimum salary 
to be set annually by the conventions of the conference. For 
the year 1936-37 the minimum salary was set at $1,200. In 
order to gather the money for the fund (which is not an 
emergency or Special Aid Fund) ministers for the year 
with salaries over the minimum of $1,200 were to pay into 
the fund the apportioned amount of one per cent of that 
amount of their salary which is above the minimum. For 
example, a pastor who receives a salary of $1,800 will pay 
one per cent of $600 which is $6. The payments are vol- 
untary in any case, and no steps are taken to ostracize any 
pastor who does not pay. The Committee on the Susten- 
tation Fund then distributes the money to those men making 
less than the annual minimum and has divided this group 
into two parts, those making less than $1,000 per year and 
those earning between that sum and $1,200 per year. 

There are 480 ministers in the conference, 335 of whom 
were paid a salary above the minimum last year, which 
means that the latter number are those listed under the plan 
to contribute the one per cent. Two hundred twenty-one 
actually did voluntarily send in their contributions. This 
money was then distributed among the ninety pastors re+ 
ceiving less than $1,200. Twenty-two of these pastors re- 
ceived less than $1,000 as salary for the year. 

Last year the result was, according to Pastor Lacy, that 
the fund paid to those men receiving less than $1,000, sixty 
per cent of the balance between their actual salaries and 
$1,000, and those receiving salaries between $1,000 and 
$1,200 were given five per cent of the difference. Thus, for 
example, if a man received an $800 salary, he received sixty 
per cent of the $200 difference between his salary and the 
$1,000 standard for his class, which is $120. He therefore 
received-a total salary for the year of $920. The final dis- 
pensation of the fund is left in the hands of the Sustenta- 
tion Commission to which the power of final decision as to 
what is to be paid in each case is arrogated. Under further 
provisions of the plan, if a church proposes to reduce a 
pastor’s salary, the congregation must first consult with the 
Sustentation Commission lest the pastor of the church be 
made ineligible to receive the benefits. 

Although similar plans have been in effect for about ten 
years in the conference, the present arrangement is now only 
in its second year. It is the first plan that has met with 
considerable success. 

Salary standards are met in the Detroit and Michigan 
Conferences of the Detroit Area by an arrangement calling 
for assessments, on a graduated scale, on the ministers them- 
selves. The Rev. Edgar Blake is resident bishop of the area. 
For the Detroit Conference the minimum salary has been 
set at $1,100 per year. Where a church is unable to maintain 
this salary the plan goes into operation as follows: 

The salaries of the pastors in the Detroit Conference are 
assessed under the following percentages: 
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Wessmthnangs lt O0QMe eet cere Ww of 1% 
$1,000 to $1,500 ka 1% 
$1,501 to $2,500 12% 
G55ON Ho $4, 000M heislenccdasendiart 2% 
AbovenS400QMm mite Nese i. 2% 


In the Michigan Conference the minimum salary has been 
set at $850 with the pastor’s payments being: 
STES00Torplessteeetee tee enis We of 1% 


$1,500 to $2,500 .... 1% 
$2,501 to $3,500 .... 12% 
Above $o00 0 ee enna eta as 2% 


The clerical work, collection and distribution under the 
plan are carried out by the Detroit Area Office. 

Proceeds from the fund are used to bring the under- 
minimum salaries up to the minimums in the respective 
conferences. Each conference has a committee on adequate 
support which sets standards and fixes percentages. 


Sidney D. Eva, area secretary, comments on the plan: 
“The plan is working admirably in both conferences. Aside 
from providing a better income for ministers in small and 
improvident charges, it has a tendency to lift the salaries 
in these charges. It brings about a better administrative 
adjustment by creating larger circuits where the pastor’s 
salary will be a higher figure and thus take them off the 
minimum salary list. In addition to this, the inefficient man 
who is an habitual claimant on the fund finds himself under 
the necessity of improving his ministry, and in case this 
cannot be done, he is likely to be removed or retired.” 

No plan is in effect in the Baptist Church although the 
ministers in the Northern Baptist Convention, comprising 
4,000 congregations, have elected a committee which is 
working on a projected arrangement. 


Lutheran 


So far as reported to this writer there are no plans in 
operation in either the Synodical Conference (Missouri 
Synod) or the American Lutheran Church, United Breth- 
ren, Christian, and Congregational Churches. 

From the way some of the denominations segregate the 
salary groups one might consider the modern shepherd’s 
salary as being in one of four “S” stages: Sumptuous, Sat- 
isfying, Struggling, Starving. 

Is it the duty of the sumptuous and satisfying to aid the 
struggling and the starving? 


EASTER SUNDAY BRINGS NEW RELIGIOUS 
PURGE IN SOVIET RUSSIA 


A NEWS REPORT published in The New York Times in- 
dicates that officials of the Soviet government took occasion 
on Sunday, April 24, the day of the Russian Easter festival, 
to announce the arrest of religious persons, headed by a 
Moscow Archbishop, on a wide variety of charges, including 
espionage, treason, and plotting to overthrow the existing 
regime. 

The statement regarding the arrests named twenty-five 
specific individuals but repeated use of the phrase, “and 
others” indicates that the actual number may greatly exceed 
that figure. 

Among the charges lodged against the Archbishop is one 
that he had instructed his followers to organize secret 
churches in their homes and to establish secret monasteries. 

No record of previous arrests is available, nor is it known 
how many have been brought to trial. An Associated Press 
report, however, notes that “Bezbozhnik, the official atheist 
magazine, last month indicated that Metropolitan Theophan 
Tuliakoff of Gorky and an undisclosed number of other 
clergymen had been convicted of spying and terrorism and 
had been executed.” 
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DIVISIONS DISAPPEARING 


Tue Metuopist Episcopal, Methodist Church South and 
Methodist Protestant groups of the sons of Wesley have very 
fittingly made 1938 famous by agreeing to become one pow- 
erful ecclesiastical group. Thus the “heart-warming” of the 
founder of Methodism at Aldersgate, London, two centuries 
ago is permanently re-emphasized in the American annals 
of the denomination. But to some extent their agreement 
has become a precedent and an example. When the Pres- 
byterian General Assembly U. S. A. met in Philadelphia 
during the week of May 22, they indicated a thought for 
organic union with the Presbyterian Church South by choos- 
ing as Moderator an outspoken advocate for such a merger. 

The chief causes of the divisions among these two great 
segments of American Protestants were the slavery issue in 
1860 and earlier, the position of bishops (1837) and the 
valuations of certain doctrines. That the disagreements 
among brethren should become so acute as to produce in- 
ability to co-operate is of course a serious handicap but 
probably less harmful to the performance of the duties of 
discipleship than is constant internal bickering. At least 
the right of free choice in organization is preserved by 
schisms and church connections are continued voluntary. 

It is the tendency, however, of the memories of causes of 
division to survive the conditions that once justified separa- 
tions. Such substitutions of the shadow for the substance 
do more than put the relationships of the separated groups 
where adjustments by conferences fail; they make of past 
happenings a barrier to the sane and unprejudiced con- 
sideration of present conditions and future opportunities. 
It is and will remain a fact that in the past Methodists living 
south of Mason and Dixon’s line opposed Methodists north 
of it. As long as the recollection of that reason for division 
was dominant, there could be no proper appraisal of the 
issues belonging to a later century and involving the attacks 
upon Methodism and all Christianity without regard to 
Mason and Dixon’s and every other line that existed in 1860, 

Can synods and general bodies such as those above named 
be summoned to repent? And if so in what from the Lu- 
theran point of view would their repentance consist? Our 
answer is that it would call for the filing of old memories, 
and the renouncing of inherited attitudes toward old con- 
troversies in which the fathers engaged, and the suppression 
of the suspicions that have continued from past debates and 
declarations, not as an odor of sanctity but as the stench 
from dead fruit. For repentance in its Gospel sense is first a 
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turning from and then a turning to. It is away from past 
errors and problems to new visions and objectives. We 
interpret the Methodist union as their declaration that the 
Civil War deserves a monument and worthy memories. 


MAN POWER AND TOOLS 


AMERICANS traveling in Europe occasionally call agricul- 
tural processes primitive in the “old country” because they 
have seen grain cut with the old-fashioned cradle or even 
the sickle. In some areas women follow the men in harvest 
fields, binding the wheat or rye into sheaves and assembling 
it into shocks. The rate of harvesting is slow and laborious. 
It is nearly one hundred per cent man power. Labor-saving 
and quickening tools are lacking. In countries where large 
farms are the rule and where fields of grain contain many 
acres, it is profitable to own and use modern machinery. 
Man power is thus largely displaced and the extent of pro- 
duction multiplied. 

We cite the above to prepare the way for some comments 
on what one might call the tools for intellectual production 
and progress. The subject has been selected on account of a 
letter sent the Publication House some months ago, whose 
writer, a pastor, complained of the number of periodicals 
produced by the Boards and agencies of the United Lu- 
theran Church and advocated combining them into one 
journal. The main reason he presented for diminishing the 
present number of papers and magazines in circulation was 
the cost which he figured would aggregate about six dol- 
lars. We will assume that his list contained THe LuTHERAN, 
Womans’ Work, the Foreign Missionary, The Parish School 
magazine, and the Luther League Review. Perhaps he added 
to this list a synodical journal. It does sound ponderous. 

Assuming that in one household there are members in 
enough of the congregation’s societies to require subscrip- 
tions to all the journals named, the daily cost will be less 
than two cents. A daily secular journal in our city now 
costs three cents per copy. On a weekly basis the expense 
of a full equipment of the Church’s periodicals would be 
twelve cents per household. Certainly as tools for more 
effective work that is not an excessive amount to pay. 

The several journals really represent the work of organ- 
ized groups and they are weekly or monthly to accommodate 
the group. This more accurately is the case with the mission 
periodicals because in the congregations the societies for 
these causes usually meet monthly. If a combination of all 
these journals were undertaken it would be inefficient, be- 
cause their aims are toward different groups. To issue for 
all what is needed by only a portion is not economical and 
it would be confusing. 

The only person at all justified in complaining seems to 
us to be the pastor. He cannot escape calls upon him from 
each journal and doubtless the number of them is some- 
what aggravating. May it not be possible that he sometimes 
overlooks their value as tools for better work? They are 
that. The church members who receive and read THE 
LUTHERAN week by week understand and appreciate the 
extent and distribution of our work for the Kingdom of God. 
Without a weekly paper they do not vision the volume and 
variety of their church’s activities. The Luther Leaguer who 
reads his Luther League Review and the Sunday school 
teacher who gets and studies The Parish School magazine 
have an efficiency not obtained in any other way. 


Certainly the church’s periodicals should be the best pos- 


sible and as few in number as will serve the fields where 
the agency of print is useful. But there are the facts to prove 
that a reading church is intelligently active and loyal. Sup- 
plying church papers and bringing them into the homes of 
the congregation mean placing highly valuable tools at the 
disposal of the church’s members. Pastors have the very 
best of reasons for periodical appeals to the families to get 
and read their church’s literature. 
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In THE Protestant Episcopal Church there was at one time, 
we never knew just when, a missionary bishop whose diocese 
was in the state of Montana. That naturally rugged section 
of America was still in the pioneer stage of development 
when the incident occurred, and some of its citizens were 
robbers. One of them, so the distinguished Bishop Rhine- 
lander told a friend, “held up” the bishop one night, a reg- 
ular “stick up,” pointed gun, uplifted hands, and a stern 
) command to “stand and deliver.” The bishop took the 
posture and then laughed. 

“What are you laughing at?” said the robber. 

“At you for holding up a bishop,” was the reply. 

“What sort of bishop are you?” came next. 

“An Episcopalian,” was the prompt answer. 

“I beg your pardon; that’s my church,” said the bandit, 
and both went their way. 

We related this incident once before for no particular rea- 
son. Now we have a sort of parallel. The synod that pro- 
posed to elect its president for life is our synod: the Min- 
_ isterium of Pennsylvania. Certainly this most venerable of 

Lutheran organizations in the Western Hemisphere cannot 
, be accused of bowing slavishly to traditions; not even her 

own. 


The Call and Episcopacy Involved 


The fact is that this synod until two dozen years ago elected 
its presiding officer for one year with eligibility to two suc- 
_ cessive re-elections (by tradition, not by formal, recorded 
\ agreement). No salary was attached to the office beyond 
.reimbursement for expenses incurred by its occupant, and 
in fact the congregation of which he was pastor was both 
expected and required to donate his services in view of the 
honor conferred upon him and them. The arrangement was 
not satisfactory after the synod’s pastors and parishes ex- 
ceeded four hundred in number and its activities comprised 
practically every form of synodical service. The dual burden 
was too great if conscientiously undertaken by the incum- 
bent, and parish, or synod, or both were conscious of insuf- 
ficient attention. So in 1916 the synod amended its constitu- 
tion so as to make its presidency a full-time office. The term 
of five years with eligibility to re-elections was adopted. The 
late Dr. H. A. Weller was the first president chosen. His 
service was interrupted by death a few months before 1926. 
Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher was elected his successor and is now 
in the midst of his second term. 
As our correspondent has written in reporting the recent 
convention of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, no limita- 
tion of re-elections exists in the constitution of the synod, 
and the tradition favors their retention in office to the extent 
of their ability and willingness to serve. The proposal to 
attach life tenure, with age thirty-five fixed for eligibility 
and age seventy for retirement, did not in itself suggest any 
new trend in the attitude of the members of the synod: it 
does bear witness to the satisfaction with which the services 
of Drs. Weller and Pfatteicher are viewed. The proposal has 
back of it the idea that eventually the official title of the 
office of synodical president will be bishop. To this idea the 
objection was raised that the United Lutheran Church, and 
not one of its constituent synods, should inaugurate that 
change, if and when America’s Lutheran churches accept 
| the precedent of Scandinavia since the Reformation and of 
_ Central Europe since the Weimar Constitution of Germany. 
b. 
_ The Call 

But those favoring the removal of a time limitation to the 
tenure of the president’s office put the greater emphasis on 
_ the fact that his selection and installation into the executive 
office has the attributes that attach to the call of a pastor to 

a congregation or (perhaps) of a secretary to the full-time 
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service of a church board or agency. Indeed, the explana- 
tory phrase frequently attached to the title of president is 
Pastor of Pastors. A great deal of the time of the occupant 
of the office is given to calls at parsonages during illnesses, 
sorrows and anxieties. The president officiates at the funerals 
of pastors, much as a congregation’s minister takes care of 
death among his parishioners. Since there are over 400 min- 
isters and about 600 congregations in the Ministerium, the 
Pastor of Pastors has more in number than the average con- 
gregation to whom he ministers. It was argued that the 
tenure of the president’s office should be determined by this 
phase of his duties rather than by such others as can be 
classified as purely elective. When the vote was taken, it 
was found to be convincingly unfavorable to the proposal 
of life tenure. 
Of General Importance 


We use considerable space to present this matter because 
of its importance to all the synods that comprise our United 
Lutheran Church in America. A growing number of them 
need the undivided service of a president or missionary 
superintendent, and to have such a synodical ministry there 
must be a salary attached to the office. The definition of an 
election to a church office is therefore of general importance. 
Can it be deemed a call in the sense of the church’s use of 
that word in referring to the ministry of the Gospel? And if 
there is a call, must the time limit customary for offices set 
up by constitutions and by-laws and agencies, as well as by 
synods, be omitted in order that the election of men and 
their acceptance of office may be deemed a call? The issue 
is not a simple one. 

By a happy coincidence, this matter will come before the 
United Lutheran Church for consideration when it meets 
next October in Baltimore, Md. A special committee has 
had it under consideration for several months. Their con- 
clusions were received by the Executive Board at its April 
meeting. By them it was defined as a guide on the topic of 
“The Call.” The report of the committee will be published 
at the Baltimore convention and the committee was thanked 
for the very careful and extended consideration given the 
matter. 

The definition offered by the committee is: “We therefore 
conceive of the call to the gospel ministry as the inclusive 
invitation of the Triune God, the church and the congrega- 
tion or authorized agency of the church, to a member of 
the church to feed the flock of God through teaching the 
Word and administering the Sacraments.” 

It will be seen that one of the three “parties” to the call 
is identified subjectively and that nothing in the phrasing of 
the definition requires “life tenure” as a qualification. We 
do not agree with the Roman Church which, by making of 
Ordination a sacrament, claims to confer on the priest an 
indelible character (“Once a priest, always a priest”). It is 
our personal opinion that the Ministerium very wisely de- 
cided against now voting life tenure to its beloved president. 


Coming to Gettysburg 

GettysspurG CoLLEecEe has put its ground and buildings at 
the disposal of the authorities entrusted with preparations 
for marking the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Battle of 
Gettysburg. Both the Grand Army of the Republic and the 
Confederate Veterans will hold their 1938 encampments on 
the site of the great conflict. President Roosevelt will come 
to the meeting. 

Prof. Robert Fortenbaugh of the Gettysburg faculty is 
writing for THe LUTHERAN concerning this occasion. We now 
announce his service in order that persons interested may 
order extra copies of the June 22 to July 20 issues. We fore- 
cast this service so that advance orders can be filled. 
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THE “HOME (CIRCLE 


“BLESSED BE THE HOLY TRINITY, 
AND THE INDIVIDUAL UNITY. HOLY, 
HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF 
HOSTS. OF HIM, AND THROUGH AND 
TO HIM, ARE ALL THINGS. BLESSED 
ART THOU, O LORD, IN THE FIRMA- 
MENT OF HEAVEN. HALLELUJAH.” 


Father of heaven, Whose love profound 
A ransom for our souls hath found, 
Before Thy throne we sinners bend; 
To us Thy pardoning love extend. 


Almighty Son, Incarnate Word, 

Our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord! 
Before Thy throne we sinners bend; 
To us Thy saving grace extend. 


Eternal Spirit! By Whose breath 
The soul is raised from sin and death, 
Before Thy throne we sinners bend; 
To us Thy quickening power extend. 


Thrice Holy! Father, Spirit, Son, 
Mysterious Godhead, Three in One! 
Before Thy throne we sinners bend; 
Grace, pardon, life, to us extend. Amen. 
—Edward Cooper. 


FRIENDSHIP 


“BLESSED are they who have the gift of 
making friends, for it is one of God’s best 
gifts. It involves many things, but, above 
all, the power of going out of one’s self, 
and seeing and appreciating whatever is 
noble in another.”—Thomas Hughes. 

* * * 

“The making of friends who are real 
friends, is the best token we have of a 
man’s success in life.” 

—Edward Everett Hale. 
* % * 

A great preacher has said that Jesus, in 
His friendship with His disciples, showed 
fidelity. Suppose we test our own friend- 
ships: Take fidelity, for instance. Are we 
faithful to our friends? Is our faithful- 
ness expressed only when they are pop- 
ular and well-to-do and successful ac- 
cording to material standards? Or can 
we be depended upon by our friends 
even when they are unpopular, poor 
and apparently unsuccessful? Do we 
flatter and applaud those whom the world 
honors as did the friends of Timon of 
Athens? Do we still care as much for our 
friends who have been impoverished by 
the depression as we did when they had 
plenty of money? (How much do we 
think about money when making friends? 
Are we quite as eager to be friends with 
poor people as with those who are pros- 
perous?) How do we act toward our 
friends when sorrow comes to them? Run 
away until their trouble is over so we 
shall not be saddened by their gloom? Or 
let them know that we are ready to share 
trouble as well as joy with them? 

One who was, himself, a perfect friend, 
has written: i ' 

“There is no limit to the extent ahd de- 
votion of true friendship. Peter thought 


By Mrs. W. L. HUNTON 


if he would forgive seven wrongs and still 
keep on loving, he would do well. But 
Jesus said,—not seven times but seventy 
times seven. The love of a friend should 
never be worn out. A friend loveth at all 
times.” 

Many times, however, friendship balks 
and fails. So long as it is easy to do the 
things that need to be done, there is nu 
wincing, no reluctance. You have only tu 
entertain your friend and he is genial and 
courteous. He never imposes on your 
kindness. He does not exact hard service, 
nor take your time needlessly. He does 
not expect you to go out of your way to 
do things for him. Indeed, he is so thought- 
ful and pleasant that you are delighted 
to entertain him. 

But the case may be different. For in- 
stance, he is not a pleasant person to have 
with you. He expects a great deal of at- 
tention. The friendship becomes burden- 
some. What shall we do? Here is the test, 
—‘“A friend loveth at all times.” That is, 
your friendship does not fail when there 
is a call for large service, costly heip, 
painful self-denial. Friendship requires us 
to turn aside from our own pursuits, if 
necessary, to oblige another who needs our 
service. The Christian friend is willing to 
give up his own plans, drop his own work, 
and at a great inconvenience go with his 
friends to help them. This is the law of 
service. The friend who loveth at all times 
must be ready to do for his friend what- 
ever the friend needs, perhaps whatever 
he demands, as far as it is in his power, 
not counting the cost. If asked to go one 
mile he -goes two. 

Friendship is not merely for times of 
trouble, it is for bright days, too. “At 
all times” includes the sunny days—but 
this is the test of friendship. Is it equal 
to the day of adversity? Does it shine 
out all the more brightly, the darker the 
night grows? Does your love become 
deeper, stronger, more ready for service 
and sacrifice, the greater your friends 
need? It may be physical need or it may 
be need of a mental or spiritual kind. Your 
friend may have fallen into temptation 
and there is a shadow on his name. What 
should your friendship do then? “A friend 
loveth at all times and a brother is born 
for adversity.".—The Way. 


DEAR CHILD, ARISE! 
By F. L. N. 


ONE pDAy as Jesus taught beside the sea 
There came a man, a ruler of the Jews, 
Who knelt and cried, “Oh, Master, help, 


I pray! 

My little daughter lies at point of death 
today! 

Come to my home and lay Thy healiry 
hand 


, 


Upon my child, and she, I know, will live.’ 

Thé Master bowed His head; the multitude 

Parted to let Him pass Who would do 
good. : 


But still His way was hindered, for one 
came, 

A poor sick woman, trembling and afraid, 

Who crept behind Him and just touched 


the hem 

Of His wide robe, and she was whole 
again. 

But Jesus felt the touch and stopped to 
speak 


To this poor soul and quiet all her fears; 

And then a messenger came near and said, 

“O ruler, trouble not the Lord; thy child 
is dead.” 


“Fear not, Jairus, only trust in Me,” 

The Master said, and still they onward 
fared 

Until they reached the home where lay 
the child, 

And all about were hired mourners wild. 

But Jesus entered, and with Him came 
peace; 

His very presence brought a blessing down. 

He put the wailing crowd aside. “Why 
weep?” 

He said. “The little girl is but asleep.” 


One clasp upon the little maiden’s hand, 

One quick command, “I say to thee, Arise!” 

And death and sleep fled at the Master’s 
word; 

For at His touch Jairus’ daughter stirred, 

Rose up and walked, for she was well! 
Today, 

O little lads and lassies, Jesus waits 

To touch your hand as He touched hers, 
and say, 

“Rise up, dear child, and walk with Me, 
I pray!” —Apples of Gold. 


PHILIP MEETS A NEW 
SITUATION 


By Janette Stevenson Murray 


Puiwie is six years old and attends the 
university elementary school a mile and a 
half from his home. He goes on the street 
car, transferring at the downtown station. 

It was during the first cold snap in No- 
vember that he arrived at school one 
morning and found the door locked. Bobbie, 
whose mother had just let him out of her 
auto at the corner and driven home, was 
in the same plight. A neighbor had prom- 
ised to phone the mothers of these two 
boys that there would be no school but 
had forgotten to do so. 

“Say, Bobbie, we can just go back on 
the street car. See, I have my nickel,” 
said Philip. 

“But I haven’t any nickel,” replied 
Bobbie. “Mamma always comes for me.” 

“Oh, maybe we can phone her,” sug- 
gested Philip. “My mother won’t be home 
for she takes brother to the kindergarten 
and goes to her classes. Let’s go in the 
schoolhouse. There’s a phone in the office, 
I know.” 

“But the door’s locked,” said Bobbie, 
tears gathering in his eyes. 
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“Yes, it’s locked,’ said Philip as he 
turned from fumbling with the handle. 
“Oo-oo! It’s cold!” The boy, with only 
a light overcoat for protection, shivered 
in his socks and short trousers. “Bobbie,” 
he said, “I don’t know the way home, do 
you?” 

“No, I never went home alone,’ and 
Bobbie began to cry. 

Although Philip knew Bobbie only as 
he had seen him in class, it never occurred 
to him to use his own nickel and go home, 
leaving Bobbie alone. He remained faith- 
fully with his companion. 

“Oh, stop crying,” said Philip, on the 
verge of tears himself. “I don’t know what 
to do—but we have to do something, Kid, 
or we'll freeze. Say! why can’t we follow 
the street car track? The car that always 
takes me has to go on that track. I know 
where your house is when I’m on the car.” 

He grabbed Bobbie’s hand and they be- 
gan their long trudge back on the side- 
walk beside the rails, down through the 
town where Philip always transferred and 
then along by the other car line. They 
were very cold and the biting northwest 
wind hindered their progress. But they 
struggled on wearily. 

“Oh, what are you boys doing here?” 
exclaimed Bobbie’s mother as the boys 
appeared. 

“The door was locked. There wasn’t any 
school,” cried Bobbie. 

“But how did you ever find your way 
home?” 

“Why, we just followed the tracks ’cause 
that’s the way the cars go,” said Philip in 
a matter-of-fact tone. 

Our Mother’s Club has been much in- 
terested in Philip—his independence, grit, 
self-assurance, frankness and mature rea- 
soning. 

“Have you educated Philip with the idea 
of making him self-reliant?” we asked his 
mother, 


“No, I think that was done in kinder- 
garten,” she answered, smiling, “but his 
teacher felt that his father and I had 
helped him by avoiding the development 
of fear. When learning to walk, he some- 
times fell. Then we would speak casually 
of the cause, the rumpled rug, for in- 
stance, diverting him from his discomfort. 
We often sent him into dark rooms to get 
things, assuming as a matter of course he’d 
go. He has never feared the dark. As a 
toddler, I let him walk alone out-of-doors 
as far as it was safe. When we went on 
the street I gave him the idea of protect- 
ing me from the automobiles. Although 
very solicitous about my safety, he had 
no fear.” 

“Tell us how you deal with him when 
naughty,” we asked, for our club has a 
feeling that it takes great wisdom to re- 
tain a proper authority over the bright 
child and still allow him enough freedom 
to insure self-reliance. 

“IT deprive him of privileges occasion- 
ally, if the connection is clearly evident,” 
his mother replied. “Lecturing or demand- 
ing accomplishes nothing. I’m not always 
wise, but he trusts me and doesn’t deceive 
me. When his father or I appeal to his 
reason and treat him with the courtesy 


_accorded a grown person, he almost always 


responds instantly.” 
—National Kindergarten. Association. 
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THE DIAMOND CUP 


AN OLD LEGEND tells of a little girl who 
lived in a land where a drought had dried 
up all the streams, so that all were perish- 
ing. The child went out into the woods 
and prayed for enough rain to fill her tiny 
cup for her sick mother. After her prayer 
she lay down and slept and woke in the 
dawn to find her cup filled with sparkling 
dew. 

She hastened to her home, but on the 
way stopped to pour a few drops into the 
mouth of a gasping dog. Immediately the 
cup in her hand changed to silver. She 
ran to her mother’s bedside joyfully and 
placed the cup in her hand. But the sick 
woman cried, “No, I am dying; give to 
those who will live!” and gave it back, and 
lo! the cup became a cup of gold. 

Then the child bore the cup away to 
divide its water among all in the house, 
when a thirsty stranger came to the door. 
She eagerly held out the cup to him, and 
as he took it, a radiant light shone about 
him, the cup turned to shining diamonds, 
and a spring of water welled from it, re- 
freshing all the land. 


“Blessed are they,” said the Stranger,: 


“who give a cup of water in My name.” 
He disappeared, and the diamond cup 
rose into the sky, shining forever as the 
Dipper among the stars. There it gleams 
for all to see, 
Showing the world with what a light 


divine 
Through all the years unselfish acts 
may shine. —Unknown. 


BOB’S BEAUTIFUL HANDS 


“Ox, Mama! I am going to have the 
most beautiful hands you really ever saw. 
Miss Grace showed us how we could and 
should make them handsome!” And Bob 
whirled in from school like a tiny cyclone. 

“Isn’t that splendid! I suppose Miss 
Grace has told you how to keep your 
hands clean and your nails neat, as I have 
tried so hard to do,” and mama took the 
little fat hands in hers. 

“Oh, no! Not that way at all, though of 
course we must keep them clean; but I'll 
tell you how we are going to do it. 

“We had a lesson about hands today 
around our little table and we learned a 
lot of things. 

“Miss Grace had us all show our right 
hand, then our left. Some of the children 
did not know which was which, but I did. 

“Then we played ‘Pretend,’ and we had 
lots of fun. We played the piano and beat 
drums; we washed clothes and our faces 
and hands; we sowed seed and gathered 
flowers; we made snowballs and had a 
snowball fight; we gathered oranges and 
figs and lemons and picked strawberries; 
we swept snow from our shoes and picked 
up chips and rang bells. 

“Then, while we rested, we told what 
use our hands and arms were to us and 
what they did for us. 

“They help us dress and comb our hair; 
they carry our books and help us write 
and play all our games. 

“Miss Grace wondered if we could not 
make our hands of:some use to other peo- 
ple, too, and all the children said they 
would try. 
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“One little girl said she would look after 
baby; one boy said he would carry in the 
wood for mama; another would run mama’s 
errands, 

“Then we learned the prettiest verse 
from the blackboard: 

“Beautiful hands are those that do 
Work that is earnest, kind and true 
Moment by moment the whole day 

through.’ 

“Can’t you see, Mama, if we do that, it 
will make our hands all perfectly beau- 
tiful?” 

And mama was very sure it would.—Sel. 


THE RESOURCEFUL ANT 


THERE ARE certain ants (Oecophylla) 
found in Asia, Africa and Australia that 
build their nests in trees by binding the 
leaves together with the aid of silk threads 
that the larve spin. If the nest is torn in 
any way, so that the leaves are separated 
from one another, the ants immediately 
hurry out. While some defend the nest 
against the enemy, others hasten to repair 
the damage done. From one edge of the 
break the workers try to reach with their 
mandibles the edge of the neighboring leaf, 
in order to draw the two edges together, 
but if the distance is too great they form 
a living chain. With its mandibles one ant 
seizes a comrade by the body, so that the 
second one may be able to reach the edge 
of the neighboring leaf. If the distance is 
still too great, a third and fourth join the 
others, until sometimes the chain is made 
up of five or six ants. 

The work is very fatiguing, for it some- 
times takes several hours to fit the two 
leaves together. The ants then clean up 
and polish the edges of the leaves, and 
fasten them by a method so astonishing 
that the reports of the first observers in 
Singapore, in 1890, were doubted by other 
naturalists. When the edges of the leaves 
are perfectly clean, several workers emerge 
from the nest, each holding the larva by 
the body with the head upward. The full- 
grown ant exerts a mild pressure with its 
mandibles until it causes the larva to ex- 
crete from the mouth a liquid that, in 
solidifying, forms a silk thread. By carry- 
ing the head of the larva from the edge of 
one leaf to the edge of the other, the ant 
obtains a web that holds the two leaves 
together. The interior walls of the nest are 
formed in the same way. Thus the larve 
serve both as spinning wheel and bobbin. 

—Selected. 


HOUSEHOLD HINTS 


“WHEN SLICING raw potatoes, hold the 
paring knife in boiling water or over a 
gas flame for a moment before slicing each 
potato; they can be sliced much thinner 
and with more ease.” 


SMILES 


“JONES ISN’T very polite. He yawned 
three times while I was talking to him 
yesterday.” : oe 

“But maybe’ he wasn’t -yawning,” pro- 
tested his companion. “Perhaps he was 
trying to say something.” 
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SERVING OTHER RACES 


Jesus Practices Generous Service to All Races 
By D. BURT SMITH 
Mark 7: 24-37. The Sunday School Lesson for June 12 


RAcIAL PREJUDICE is much deplored. 
Christian people often pass resolutions 
against its intolerance, and in favor of 
breaking down all barriers and treating 
all races with equal justice. Christian 
service is not to be held in, or held back, 
by the feeling that only persons of one 
race as deserving. 

However, it is well to remind ourselves 
that “the race problem” was not an issue 
on a large scale in Jesus’ day, and that He 
did not come into touch with a variety of 
races as we do. All we can do is to take 
the few contacts He had with other than 
Jews as suggesting a principle that He 
would follow in our day in dealing with 
races. This is certain; as far as the Gospel 
is concerned it is not limited in its ef- 
fectiveness to any one race; consequently 
its proclamation and benefits are for ex- 
tension to all peoples. 


Always the Needy 


Jesus did not consider racial distinctions, 
even religious difference, when there was 
any need to meet. His eye was open for 
human need wherever it appeared. His 
hand was ready to help the needy when 
He saw them. He had a right word to 
speak to anybody who came to Him. This 
was not a sentimental broadness on His 
part. His conformity to the “wideness in 
God’s mercy” was not assumed for the 
moment, or to show off. With utter sin- 
cerity He ministered to the needs of peo- 
ple regardless of who they were. 

The heavy-hearted mother had no claim 
on Him, either by racial ties or by re- 
ligious teaching. She was a pagan, with 
no hope for the Messiah and no reason 
for expecting Him to do for her what He 
was rumored as having done for the af- 
flicted of His own race. Hers was a case of 
desperation. Her appeal to Him was on 
the basis of a trial; it would certainly do 
no harm to tell Him about her child. If 
He could and would help, she would be 
the gainer; if He refused, she would lose 
nothing. Hers was an experiment in faith. 


Among Foreigners 


Up in the region of Tyre and Sidon Jesus 
and His disciples were the foreigners. This 
heart-sick mother in coming to Jesus put 
herself among foreigners, not despising 
them but seeking their help. Her own 
race, the people she had known always 
and whose religion she knew and lived, 
offered no hope of help for her daughter. 
There is remarkable courage and daring 
in this mother’s act in approaching Jesus 
with her strange request. It was not easy 
for a mother to acknowledge that her 
daughter was demon-possessed. Jesus did 
not make her coming easy for her; rather 
He made it hard. His attitude and words 
were enough to drive her from Him, send 
her home discouraged and sure that this 
“wandering Jew” either could not, or 
would not, help her. Her persistence marks 


the trend of a mother’s undisturbed love. 
This foreigner was not to get away from 
her until she had tested Him fully. She 
would not be silenced, or driven from Him. 
To her surprise no doubt, and gratifica- 
tion surely, she heard the startling but 
comforting message that her daughter was 
healed, “the devil is gone out of thy 
daughter.” All this foreign Jew said to her 
turned out to be true. She found her 
daughter freed from the unclean spirit. 
Apparently Jesus and His disciples were 
still the foreigners when the deaf man was 
brought to Him, somewhere east of the 
Jordan in the Decapolis area, though 
probably the people who came to Him 
were Jews living in that territory. The 
man He cured of deafness and faulty 


» speech seems to have been a Jew. How- 


ever, his cure occurred in a place where 
Jesus was unaccustomed to travel. Jesus 
did not hold Himself to race or place in 
ministering to the needy. He was gen- 
erous of spirit in ministering to persons 
whom He helped. Whether Gentile or Jew 
did not matter to Jesus; it was their need 
that mattered. What He could do He would 
do, whether for Gentile or for Jew. 


Amazing Cures 


Of course all Jesus’ cures were amazing. 
Onlookers at the time so regarded them; 
readers about them now are amazed. All 
Jesus’ cures were remarkable; they were 
miracles of healing. These two examples, 
the Gentile mother’s daughter and the 
deaf mute, present opposite races, both 
were needy and both were helped. The 
Jews classed all non-Jews as Gentiles and 
despised them, dubbing them as dogs, 
which meant unfit for association or even 
notice. They did business with them if 
to their convenience and advantage, but 


THINK OF THESE 


Persons who know God only by hearsay 
turn to Him for help in emergency. 


The Gospel is adaptable for all races, 
can be effectively preached in any lan- 
guage, and offers salvation to them. 


When Jesus tests a man’s faith His pur- 
pose is to strengthen it, not to show it up 
as worthless. 


Being kind and just to all races is well 
within the scope of Jesus’ teaching and 
example. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


June 6-12 


Serving Others Far Away. Mark 7: 24-30. 
Serving Others Nearer Home. Mark 7: 31-37. 
Other Races Helping. Jeremiah 38: 7-10. 

. Helping Other Races. John 4: 7-12. 

F. Overcoming Race Prejudice. Acts 10: 28-33. 

Sat. etlons Narrowness Rebuked. Luke 9: 


9-56. 
S. A Universal Kingdom. Isaiah 11: 12-16. 
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allowed no social fellowship with them. 
Yet, amazing as it must have seemed, to 
the Jews particularly, Jesus used His 
power of healing to cure a Gentile girl. 
Even His disciples must have been amazed 
at that disregard of the social barrier. 

Christians are asked today to disregard 
racial differences and treat all as equals. 
As far as the privileges of the Gospel and 
the benefits it brings to people are con- 
cerned, Christians cannot dismiss indif- 
ferently this clear demand upon them. 
However racial differences must remain 
such. Racial inter-marriage presents bar- 
riers. Is the Christian supposed to over- 
look these and encourage, or not interfere 
with, the marriage of a son or daughter to 
a person of entirely different race? Noth- 
ing in Jesus’ teaching or example points 
obviously in that direction. His dealing 
with other races was in ministering to 
bodily ills, and in making His Gospel of 
salvation open for them. 


IT ACTUALLY HAPPENED 


Because of the non-missionary back- 
ground in the past, few of the members 
of a town congregation could see the 
necessity for contributing to the mission- 
ary work of the church at large. By means 
of sermons, pageants, visual education in 
the form of stereopticon slides on mis- 
sionary work, that non-missionary attitude 
was changed both among church council 
members and among the leaders of the 
women and of the youth. After a few 
years of effort that congregation con- 
tributed one of its members to the mis- 
sion field, and others of its members have 
become prominent in state and national 
missionary work. 


A PRIVATE EXAMINATION 


Tuts was the final test that Peter had 
before he was entrusted with the work of 
an under shepherd of the Good Shepherd. 
Jesus had taught Peter for some three 
years. At different times he had showed 
himself quite capable as an interpreter of 
Jesus’ teaching. He had reached a great 
height when he acclaimed Jesus as “the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” His 
privileges with Jesus had been exceptional. 
But Peter had blundered egregiously. 
While boasting of strength and loyalty he 
had positively denied that he even knew 
Jesus or had been with Him. 

So, if Peter was to be sent forth with 
apostolic authority, he must be given a 
final examination. The risen Jesus gave 
him that examination. It centered around 
the one word love. It was an incisive ex- 
amination. It put Peter on the spot. Un- 
less he could vouch for his love for Jesus, 
could renew his claim of unswerving loy- 


alty, in spite of the recent failure, Jesus 


could not trust Him. Peter passed the ex- 


amination to Jesus’ satisfaction, and re- 


ceived his commission. 

It is just such a final examination each 
worker should seek. He should offer to be 
tested by his love to Jesus. If he is sure 
of that, he can go ahead with his work, 
assured that he has Jesus’ endorsement. 


If he has any doubt’ about his love for 


Jesus, he should know he cannot serve Him. 


a 


June 8, 1938 


THE LUTHERAN 


21 


The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


GROWING LUTHERAN 
UNITY 


Psatm 133 
TOPIC FOR JUNE 19 


In The Lutheran World Almanac for 
1937 there is a splendid essay on The 
Union of the Lutheran Church in America 
by Dr. W. H. Greever, secretary of our 
United Lutheran Church. It is the clearest 


_ Statement of the present situation in the 


Lutheran Church in America available. It 
lays the historical background for our 
present divided state. It closes with an 
outline of the present trends toward Lu- 
theran unity. This essay is the source of 
much of the material offered in this topic 
treatment. The editor of the page is alone 
responsible for opinions expressed here. 

It should be noted as a preface to any 
study of Lutheran unity that real unity is 
within. The Lutheran Church may be 
separated into many organizations and yet 
have a larger measure of unity. Inspec- 
tion of the present situation discovers 
seventeen nation-wide bodies of Lutherans 
in America. By federations and other plans 
of co-operation these may be resolved into 
three groups, the United Lutheran Church, 
American Lutheran Conference, and the 
Synodical Conference. There is today 
vastly more that is alike in the beliefs and 
practices of these groups than there is 
different. Within there is much real unity. 
If union of organization is not forced by 
majority vote over the conscientious op- 
position of large minorities, the result will 
eventually be unification. Inner unity will 
grow normally into outer unity. 


The Historical Background 


The United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica is strongest in the East. It goes back 
to the very beginning of American history. 
The early German immigrants were to be 
found in every colony, although their 
largest communities were to be found in 
Pennsylvania. In most places where they 
settled they were a minority group and 
were likely to be absorbed into other 
Protestant churches. This was especially 


'\ true where the Lutheran churches of the 


community insisted that Lutheranism and 
the German language were never to be 
divorced. The children spoke the language 
of the new land and were easily persuaded 
to join some English-speaking church. In 
one typical case an English-speaking con- 
gregation in New York City was organized 
by the son of a Lutheran pastor under the 
patronage of his father’s German-speaking 
church. It applied for admission into the 
New York Ministerium and was refused 
because it used the English language. In- 
deed it was advised to unite with the 
Episcopal Church. 

Under stalwart leadership like that of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg thousands 
of these Eastern Lutherans were held in 
line with the church of their fathers. In 
spite of the influences about them, their 
churches grew not only larger but stronger 


in the faith. If they were tempted on every 
side to identify their faith and practice 
with that of the denominations about them 
they never lacked leaders who held firm. 
Out of the struggle against compromise in 
the midst of a great variety of Protestant 
churches, the United Lutheran Church has 
emerged, progressive, more ready to adjust 
non-essentials to the change in the times, 
full of real fervor for the faith, more will- 
ing to make contacts with Christians of 
other denominations, a true Lutheran 
Church deeply influencing the life of the 


nation. 
Missouri and Ohio 


About a century ago a wave of German 
immigration came to the Middle West. A 
center of this settlement was St. Louis, 
Mo. Unlike their Eastern brethren of a 
century before, they settled in such large 
numbers that whole communities were 
practically German in language and cus- 
tom. The Lutheran Church easily became 
exclusive and separate under these condi- 
tions. In addition their leaders had been 
vigorous opponents of the forced union of 
Lutherans and other Protestants in Prussia. 
Some had met persecution for their re- 
fusal to compromise their convictions. In 
time a synod was formed named Missouri, 
and this with other similar synods became 
The Synodical Conference. This body of 
Lutherans has no fellowship with the 
United Lutheran Church. It fears what it 
calls unionism. That is the name for any 
union as to organization that does not 
fully represent an inner agreement on all 
essentials. This group refuses to allow 
other Lutheran pastors to preach in its 
pulpits and other Lutheran people to com- 
mune at its altars. It is a vigorous group, 
however, fast adopting modern methods 
for its work. It is becoming increasingly 
influential in the national life. 

What is said of this group may also be 
said of the origin of The Joint Synod of 
Ohio and of the various national synods 
which transplant in a measure their 
European languages and customs. Every 
Lutheran nation is represented by some 
type of national organization,—Norwegian, 
Swedish, Danish, Finnish and the like. 
Usually these immigrants settled in clans 
where the language and customs would 
not be lost. It is easy to see how they, too, 
would be led to a position of exclusion so 
far as other Christian groups were con- 
cerned. Hundreds of thousands of their 
young people drifted into other Protestant 
churches. But those who remained are to- 
day giving a new leadership to these 
synods. As a result they are federated 
into The American Lutheran Council and, 
while maintaining their identity, they are 
gradually fusing into a mighty power for 
Christ. They extend a larger measure of 
fellowship to the United Lutheran Church 
and are more often found working with 
them in their common interests. This group 
with the United Lutheran Church has a 
bond of unity in The National Lutheran 
Council. They also belong to The Lutheran 
World Convention. 


Differences 


The differences that keep American Lu- 
therans from complete unification are more 
on the surface than real. They are: 

1. All agree that the Scriptures are in- 
spired. But some insist that some certain 
method of inspiration should be accepted 
while others, as in the United Lutheran 
Church, declare that the fact of inspiration 
must be accepted while the method may 
be a matter of opinion. 

2. There is a very marked difference as 
to the relationship of Lutherans with other 
Protestants. Unionism seems to be the 
acme of all sins to many Lutheran lead- 
ers. The United Lutheran Church does 
not fear unionism as do many of the other 
groups. Dr. Greever suggests that there 
could be a wholesome discussion on the 
subject, “Resolved, That the sins of union- 
ism are greater than the sins of sep- 
aratism.” 

3. Membership in secret orders is an- 
other bone of contention. The problem 
here is whether such a matter is to be 
regulated by legal enactment of the Church 
and discipline enforced, or whether the en- 
tire matter is to be left to the conscience 
of the individual. 

4, Dr. Greever also suggests that dog- 
matism stands in the way of Lutheran un- 
derstanding. He quotes the late Dr. H. E. 
Jacobs: “A dogma is a definition of doc- 
trine made by Church authority and there- 
fore the term dogma and doctrine are not 
synonymous.” The temptation for the the- 
ologian is to include too much in his 
dogma, to go beyond the clearly estab- 
lished facts of the Bible and to insist upon 
his own interpretation of them. Says Dr. 
Greever: “Open minds for open questions 
by all, might promote fellowship.” 


Signs of the Times 


We can only sketch, in conclusion, the 
present trends toward greater Lutheran 
unity. 1. Increasing Contacts—Friendly 
visits and frank conversations over syn- 
odical lines are fundamental to better un- 
derstanding. 2. Official Conferences— 
There are a number of committees con- 
ferring between the synods. 3. Growing 
Confidence—The spirit of conciliation and 
mutual trust is growing. 4. Recognized 
Comity—This replaces the spirit of haughty 
condescension formerly so often in the way 
of mutual understanding. 5. Expanding 
Co-operation—The increase of things done 
together since the campaign for Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Welfare in 1917 is amazing. 
6. Waning Criticism—Carping fault-finding 
is still to be discovered but it is not char- 
acteristic of the present spirit of the Church 
leaders. 7. Emerging Concord—‘Some of 
the questions which a little while ago pre- 
sented fighting issues have not gone into 
the discard, but they have gone into the 
background.” 8. Impelling Conviction— 
There is a universal opinion that Luther- 
ans must get together. Laymen and women 
are speaking out as never before against 
separation. They are even forcing the 
hands of their leaders. 
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NEW YORK LETTER 
By Samuel Trexler, D.D. 


Wirt 2,640,675 motor vehicles telling it 
—and telling it every day—on both the 
front and rear license plates, the New 
York World’s Fair 1939 is rapidly becom- 
ing the most publicized enterprise of the 
time. The metropolis of the Western world 
has long disdained a World’s Fair within 
her gates—always confident that in her 
daily activities she had enough to attract 
visitors from the ends of the earth. When 
the action once is taken to hold such an 
exposition, the city and the state put forth 
every effort to make it the finest exposi- 
tion yet conceived. 

When George Washington again emerges 
from his retirement at Mt. Vernon and by 
easy stages, in coach and four, reaches the 
World’s Fair grounds April 30, 1939, the 
one hundred fiftieth anniversary of his in- 
auguration as the first President of the 
United States of America, his eyes will 
light upon a scene which only an Aladdin 
could conjure. A swamp of 1,200 acres 
will have been converted into a beauti- 
fully designed park where will rise struc- 
tures of form and color which are to por- 
tray the dream of tomorrow. “Building the 
World for Tomorrow” is the Fair’s theme. 
After the entrance of the first President 
there will be a stream, sometimes streams, 
and at times a torrent, of men, women and 
children up to an estimated 50,000,000 for 
the year. This will include members of 
most of the ruling houses of the world, 
many of whom have even now accepted 
invitations to attend on the day of the 
dedication of their national buildings. At 
its close, Flushing Meadow, with some of 
the buildings, will be turned back to the 
city as a permanent park. 

The Aladdin of all this wizardry is the 
Hon. Grover Whalen, whom every New 
Yorker knows and trusts. He has served 
his community in various capacities and 
should be a multiplied personality—so 
many are the positions which hold out 
alluring arms to him. When he was asked 
to take the helm of the Fair, everyone felt 
confident that under him it would suc- 
ceed. His smiling optimism never knows 
defeat. 

When Mr. Whalen, a devout Roman 
Catholic, drew his plan for the World To- 
morrow he included in it, with a central 
position, a Temple of Religion. This will 
take the form of a 150-foot tower, one of 
the tallest structures at the 
Fair, circular in effect, and 
seventy-five feet in diameter. 
In a garden, completely shut off 
by a twenty-foot wall from the 
sounds and movements of the 
Fair’s activities, this tower will 
provide a cloistered spot. From 
the tower will go forth the 
music of a carillon, and in ad- 
dition there will be various 
great organs. The entire crea- 
tion is so designed that it will 
be inviting to rest, meditation 
and prayer. Some of us have 
urged the inclusion of an altar 
which would symbolize our 
faith; this may still be added. 

Mr. Whalen recently invited 
representatives of the three 
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faiths to a luncheon in the Administration 
Building at the Fair to meet the executive 
heads and to discuss the plan for a visible 
recognition of religion. We sat down, forty 
in number, about the table in the directors’ 
room which has copper-lined walls pre- 
sented by one of the large copper refining 
companies. Our host spoke words of hope 
and faith when he said, “This is to be a 
demonstration to all that America is ready 
to project its religious heritage into the 
future.” 

Mr. William Church Osborn, distin- 
guished Presbyterian, is the chairman of 
the committee, which includes Roman 
Catholics and Hebrews. 


Good News for the Churches 


Here is good news for the Anniversary 
Appeal of the Board of American Missions 
and for many an individual congregation 
throughout the Church. Congregations 
have again started forward—meeting ob- 
stacles and overcoming them. The de- 
featism which had become so entangled in 
our thinking is sloughing off. The con- 
quering quality of the faith is reasserting 
itself. Two of our congregations in Brook- 
lyn are astounding us by the way they 
are dealing with their debts. Incarnation 
Church, the Rev. Harold S. Miller, pastor 
for twenty years, has just completed a 
fund for $30,000. The neighboring parish 
of St. Stephen’s, the Rev. Luther D. Gable 
pastor, has even now gone half way in an 
effort to raise $40,000 in honor of the for- 
tieth anniversary of the church and of 
Pastor Gable’s ministry there. (It is im- 
pressive to note the number of young men 
who this year are celebrating their fortieth 
year in the gospel ministry—with many 
years still before them.) There are other 
congregations that have gone well ahead 
in their projects. May these be the stories 
that dominate the thinking of the Church. 


Continuation of Oxford and 
Edinburgh 


Last year at this time Oxford and Edin- 
burgh conferences were in the limbo of 
pious desire. Since then they have been 
held and are now bearing fruits. In many 
a world gathering the event itself is the 
high point, but not so the two ecumenical 
gatherings of 1937. Their influence has 


been strengthening and deepening. Each 
one of the delegates has been a mission- 
ary who by tongue or pen has been telling 
the messages of these conferences. 


Con- 
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gregations, groups of congregations, and 
entire churches have listened, studied and 
acted on the findings. President Arlo Ayres 
Brown of Drew University, recently wrote, 
“Tt seems highly probable that the Oxford 
Conference will mark the beginning of 
the new epoch in the life and work of the 
Christian churches.” During these days 
delegates are gathering at Utrecht, Hol- 
land, to plan on the merging of the two 
great movements into a World Council of 
Churches. 


A Stronger Lutheran Front 


It would make a fascinating study for 
the church historian should he have a map 
of Manhattan of fifty to a hundred years 
ago showing the location of the Christian 
churches throughout the city. Most of 
them have since departed from their orig- 
inal moorings, some have moved, others 
have merged, and still others are spwrlos 
versunken (disappeared without trace). 
This fell process is still going on. One of 
the faults of our congregational life is its 
individualistic quality; congregations are 
too rarely interested in their neighbor’s 
welfare. To counteract this condition, four 
of our congregations on the upper west 
side this year joined in a common Wednes- 
day evening Lenten service—Holy Trinity, 
Grace, Advent and Trinity. The results 
were gratifying, the congregations at times 
filling the churches so that there was 
standing room only. So in the metropolis 
was demonstrated the value of a stronger 
Lutheran front. This plan will develop 
still further—how, time will tell. 


BALTIMORE LETTER 
By the Rev. Lloyd M. Keller 


DELEGATES and visitors to the eleventh 
Biennial Convention of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America at the Lord 
Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, next October 
5-12, will want to visit the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, located three blocks from 
the convention hotel. This institution with 
its twenty-seven city branches is organized 
like a university. More than 5,000 people 
daily pass through the doors of the cen- 
tral library covering half a city block at 
Franklin, Cathedral and Mulberry Streets. 


A Great City Institution 

The Enoch Pratt Free Library today is 
one of the most efficient educational in- 
stitutions of its kind in the 
United States. The large central 
library with its twenty-seven 
branches is the fulfillment of 
the dream of a Baltimore mer- 
chant half a century ago. In 
1882 Enoch Pratt gave the City 
of Baltimore the Original Cen- 
tral Library and the land on 
which it stood on Mulberry 
Street, five branch library build- 
ings and their sites, and a cash 
fund of $833,333 with the under- 
standing that the city would 
appropriate $50,000 annually for 
library support. Fifteen branches 
later were the gift of Andrew 
Carnegie. 

In May 1927 the citizens of 
Baltimore approved a $3,000,000 
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') loan for a new Central Library Building. 
| The present massive temple of the world’s 

_ printed thoughts with its artistic murals 
| and historical paintings invites the passer- 
: by from the street level into a spacious 
corridor that impresses the visitor with its 
homelike atmosphere of dignity and quiet 
spirit of friendliness. 

The visitor will find comfortable easy 
chairs in quiet window corners near book 
stacks of eight separate departments with 
easy access to friendly department heads. 
', There are 1,100 seats for visitors, the 
‘various spacious and generously-lighted 

rooms with an abundance of daylight from 
huge outside windows flooding each de- 
partment leading off from the huge sky- 
lighted central hall, all on the same floor 
‘level. 

The second floor houses the Adminis- 

_ trative Department, Fine Arts, Maryland 
Historical Room, and the homelike Edgar 
Allen Poe room with its exquisite rugs and 
' comfortably upholstered furniture. 
The third floor provides an auditorium 
‘seating several hundred people for the use 
of public, educational and civic groups, 
'ywith additional rooms for future expan- 
_ sion. The sunlit basement rooms house a 
large periodical department and a spacious 
‘children’s department leading off from an 
- outdoor garden and fountain court. 

The central library with its branches has 
a collection of more than 700,000 volumes 
“with a capacity of more than twice that 
number. The library lent 3,000,000 books 
last year. 

A fine educational feature of the library 
is its twelve Cathedral Street windows 
with changing exhibits every three weeks. 
Dr. Joseph L. Wheeler, the indefatigable 
and efficient librarian, has graciously 
_ granted the local committee one of these 
| windows for a Lutheran exhibit during the 

eleventh biennial convention. 
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Farewell Service 


On Sunday evening, April 3, a farewell 
| service was held in Trinity Church for the 
Rev. J. Christian Port and his family be- 
fore their leaving for South America where 
| Mr. Port has been called to serve by the 
! Board of Foreign Missions. Addresses were 
‘made by Drs. Drach and Thomas of the 
Board, followed by a few well-chosen re- 
marks by Pastor Port. Missionary Port 
,is a nephew of Pastor and Mrs. P. S. 
_Baringer and a native of Kingston, N. Y. 
He is a graduate of Muhlenberg College 
and the Philadelphia Theological Sem- 
inary. Prior to his call to the foreign field 
he served Christ Lutheran Church, Ger- 
mantown, N. Y. He is now the missionary 
ypastor of Christ Church, Harrisburg, Pa., 
Jacob E. Rudisill, D.D., pastor. It was in 
‘this church that Pastor Port was commis- 
sioned March 30 before an enthusiastic 
audience which filled this large and stately 
church, 
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Anniversary Celebrations 


Bethany Congregation, the Rev. Henry 
‘L. Gerstmyer pastor, celebrated the tenth 
anniversary of the dedication of the pres- 
ent church building, February 27. The 
‘Rev. Luther Miller of Hagerstown, a for- 
mer pastor of Bethany for a period of 
“seventeen years, and a former supply pas- 
vor, Dr. Foster U. Gift, spoke at the serv- 
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ices of Shepherd Worship. Pastor Gerst- 
myer has been a faithful pastor of the con- 
gregation in a fruitful ministry during the 
past seventeen years. During the pastor- 
ate of Henry L. Gerstmyer, 650 members 
have been received into active fellowship 
in Bethany congregation. 


St. John’s Church, Cold Spring Lake and 
Pimlico Road, celebrated her thirtieth an- 
niversary May 8-10. Dr. A. R. Wentz, pro- 
fessor of Church History, Gettysburg Sem- 
inary, preached the anniversary sermon 
at the morning service, and Dr. George 
Bowers the Mother’s Day sermon at the 
evening service, May 8. $1,800 in cash was 
received in response to Pastor Keller’s spe- 
cial anniversary appeal for mortgage re- 
duction. 

An informal fellowship anniversary cele- 
bration was held in the social hall on An- 
niversary Night, May 10. Pastor-emeritus 
F. A. Hightman, the organizer of St. John’s 
and Epiphany congregations on the same 
day thirty years ago, participated in the 
program. The present pastor of the sister 
congregation, the Rev. Augustus F, Hack- 
mann, brought the greetings of Epiphany 
congregation in an appropriate address 
and in the ministry of his violin. Mem- 
bers of Epiphany were the guests of St. 
John’s at this Anniversary Night celebra- 
tion. Pastors Philip S. Baringer, president 
of the Baltimore Lutheran Conference, 
Fritz O. Evers of Zion Church, and H. 
Luther Rhodes of the Church of Our 
Savior, brought greetings from the minis- 
terial circle of Baltimore Lutheranism. 
Following the program of addresses, com- 
munity singing, and entertainment, ladies 
of the congregation served refreshments 
from twelve beautifully adorned birthday 
tables each of which represented a month 
of the year. 


Epiphany’s Transformation 


The pastors of the sister churches, St. 
John’s and Epiphany, exchanged pulpits 
Sunday morning, May 15, as a concluding 
emphasis of the celebration of the thir- 
tieth anniversary of these two congrega- 
tions, organized on the same day, May 10, 
1908. Pastor-emeritus Hightman assisted 
in the service when the writer preached at 
Epiphany. Pastor Raymond Miller, a min- 
isterial son of St. John’s congregation, as- 
sisted Pastor Hackmann in the service at 
St. John’s. 

Your correspondent takes this occasion 
to call attention to the complete renova- 
tion of Epiphany Church as a thirtieth an- 
niversary achievement. The interior of 
Epiphany Church was recently renovated 
by the Rambusch Decorating Company of 
New York and the De Long Furniture 
Company of Topton, Pa., at a cost of 
$12,000. 

In the chancel a beautifully carved 
reredos, twenty-seven feet high, has been 
installed in honor of the Rev. F. A. Hight- 
man, who was the founder and pastor of 
the church for twenty-nine years, and who 
is now the pastor-emeritus. In the center 
panel of the reredos is a bas-relief figure 
of the Christ. The two side panels are ap- 
propriately decorated with the symbol of 
the Epiphany and the monogram of Jesus. 

On the arched wall above the chancel, 
a number of Christian symbols, including 
the monogram of Jesus, the symbol of the 
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Holy Spirit framed by the interlocking 
triangle and trefoil of the Holy Trinity, 
the shields of the apostles, and the coat of 
arms of Luther, have been very skillfully 
woven into an artistic design which makes 
the chancel an unusual one. 

The old open tie rods were enclosed with 
wooden beams, including a rood-beam at 
the chancel arch. These beams, together 
with the wall cornices are skillfully 
adorned with appropriate Scripture verses. 

At the rear of the church is another fine 
piece of wood-carving—the narthex screen. 
The impediment over the doorway of the 
screen includes the symbols of the Crown 
and the Star, together with the symbolic 
gifts of the Wise Men, and the symbols 
of the six Christian virtues. 

On the south wall of the church, which 
has only one window, due to the fact that 
the church school building adjoins the 
church at this point, two original tapestries 
measuring ninety-one square feet, have 
been hung. Each tapestry depicts two 
scenes in the life of Jesus: one, “Christ 
Healing the Sick”; the other, “Christ Be- 
fore Pilate’ and “Christ Bearing His 
Cross.” 

Other improvements include a new sys- 
tem of lights, parapet screens, paneling 
and beaming of the narthex itself which 
has been dedicated to the memory of Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred N. C. Powell, charter mem- 
bers of the church through whose legacy 
the beautification of the church was made 
possible, 

The total result of the renovation has 
been to transform the interior of Epiphany 
Church into a warm, worshipful sanctuary. 


THE SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD 
(Continued from page 8) 


N. S. Wolf, D.D., Bloomsburg, chairman 
of the synod’s committee on merger, pre- 
sented the report. It was soon evident 
that there was almost no opposition to the 
merger which had been approved in prin- 
ciple some years before, and while every 
one did not like all of the details of the 
Constitution and By-laws as stated, it was 
agreed that the committee had done a 
thorough and monumental piece of work. 
No changes, however, were offered as a 
memorial to the new synod for action, and, 
when the final vote was taken, the report 
of the committee was unanimously ap- 
proved. When the news arrived by tele- 
gram that all of the synods had finally 
approved the report of the committee, 
which assured the consummation of the 
merger, there was enthusiastic applause. 


Officers Re-elected 


By resolution, the Rev. C. E. Arnold, 
Bellefonte, was instructed to cast a ballot 
for all the present officers of synod to 
serve for another year. Thus Ira S. Sassa- 
man, D.D., continues as president; John 
F, Harkins, D.D., as secretary; Mr. R. L. 
Schroyer, Selinsgrove, as treasurer, and 
the Rev. E. L. G. Bottiger, West Milton, as 
statistical secretary. 

The Boys’ Work Committee was given 
approval for its plan to enlarge the work 
to include girls as well as boys, and were 
directed to correlate their work with the 
young people’s work of our Church. The 
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name of the camp has accordingly been 
changed to “Camp Susquehanna For 
Youth.” This camp will be conducted at 
Susquehanna University for both boys and 
girls, June 16 to 23. Separate living quar- 
ters, athletic fields, and gymnasium facili- 
ties are provided by the university, and 
with proper leadership a splendid camp 
will be provided at the nominal cost of 
only $9.00 per person. 

Following the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee’s report, the secretary was in- 
structed to send felicitations to the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the U. L. C. A., on 
the liquidating of its debt. Dr. Barbara E. 
DeRemer, physician, missionary to India 
home on furlough, was introduced and 
spoke interestingly of the work being done 
in India. 


Elections 


The following were elected delegates to 
the U. L. C. A. Convention in Baltimore: 
Clerical: John J. Weaver, Rebersburg; 
Glenn W. Foulke, Blaine; J. M. Janson, 
Sunbury; H. G. Steumpfle, Hughesville; 
C. B. Foelsch, Sunbury; W. M. Rearick, 
Miffinburg; W. E. Brown, Danville; Ira S. 
Sassaman, Williamsport; Alternates: Paul 
J. Keller, Howard; Riede E. Bingaman, 
Thompsontown; H. F. Shipe, Berwick; 
Harold F. Doebler, Mountoursville; Jacob 
Diehl, Lock Haven; W. R. Fitzgerald, 
Jersey Shore; G. H. Middlesworth, Bell- 
ville. 

Lay Delegates: Prof. W. W. Spigel- 
myer, Mifflinburg; Major E. L. Holman, 
Headmaster, Carson Long Institute, New 
Bloomfield; A. J. Wintersteen, Danville; 
E. Brady Hill, Hughesville; S. W. Gram- 
ley, Millheim; A. B. Minnick, Hazleton; 
W. M. Schnure, Selinsgrove; Prof. Carl 
W. Millward, Milton; Alternates: Horace 
J. MHartraft, Bellefonte; John Lyons, 
Andersonburg; John S. Wilson, Sunbury; 
L. M. Hoffman, Williamsport; C. M. House- 
knecht, Bloomsburg; John W. Decker, 
Spring Mills; A. S. Beaver, Middleburg; 
Charles Steele, Northumberland. 

The following persons were elected as 
members of the nominating committee of 
the new synod: W. M. Rearick, D.D., 
Mifflinburg; the Rev. L. G. Shannon, Wil- 
liamsport, and Prof. W. W. Spigelmyer, 
Mifflinburg. 

The Rev. J. M. Rearick, retired, Mifflin- 
town, and Mr. I. A. Shaffer, Jr., Lock 
Haven, were elected as members of the 
Board of Directors of Gettysburg The- 
ological Seminary. 

John F. Harkins, D.D., the Rev. H. C. 
Bergstresser, Hazleton, and Messrs. Pres- 
ton M. Headings, Lewistown, and Mr. Dan 
Smith, Jr., Williamsport, were elected 
members of the Board of Directors of Sus- 
quehanna University. 

Miss Mildred E. Winston, Secretary of 
the Board of Education, was present at 
synod and responded with a brief address 
in which she pleaded with the Church to 
get back of its colleges. 

Dr. Earl N. Berger, Superintendent of 
the Harrisburg District of the Pennsyl- 
vania Anti-Saloon League, addressed the 
synod and reviewed some of the aims and 
accomplishments of the organization he 
represents. 

Mrs. Harry W. Miller, Williamsport, 
president of the Synodical Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, brought greetings. 
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Judge McClean Stock of York, and Dr. 
M. Hadwin Fischer of Gettysburg, ap- 
peared with papers requiring the signa- 
ture of the officers of the synod, with 
synod’s approval. These brethren had 
made flying trips by automobile to the 
conventions of all four of the synods in- 
volved in the merger to clear up all legal 
technicalities. 

St. Peter’s congregation, near Richfield, 
formerly a Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
congregation, was admitted by synod and 
assigned to the McAlisterville Parish. This 
was done after full assurance was given 
by the pastor, the Rev. Stewart H. Lengel, 
that this transfer had the approval of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 


Evening Sessions 


The first evening session of synod had 
the pleasure of listening to Ellis B. Bur- 
gess, D.D., LL.D., president of the United 
Synod of New York, in an address en- 
titled, “Up and Coming Lutherans.” Dr. 
Burgess’ address was enlightening and 
helpful, filled with a great deal of his- 
torical material, showing how the early 
Lutherans settled in New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware, and the part they had 
in the development of the country. He 
stated that it was his hope and prayer 
that the day would come when all Lu- 
theran bodies in America would become 
one general body for the promotion of 
God’s Kingdom. 

The Susquehanna University Motet 
Choir, under the direction of Prof. Fred- 
erick C. Stevens, sang two groups of num- 
bers which were enjoyed by all. 

The Wednesday evening session, which 
was the last, was set apart for the Ordina- 
tion Service. This was followed out com- 
pletely, including the Holy Communion 
for the young men ordained and licensed. 
It was truly a beautiful service, having all 
of the liturgical appointments for creating 
the proper atmosphere for the solemn oc- 
casion. The officers of synod, Drs. Ira S. 
Sassaman and John F. Harkins, officiated. 
W. M. Rearick, D.D., was the liturgist for 
the service, and he and the Rev. Dallas 
C. Baer, pastor of Trinity Church, Selins- 
grove, assisted in the laying on of hands. 
The ordination sermon was preached by 
Mr. Baer, who used as his subject, “Preach- 
ing in a Critical and Fault-Finding Age.” 

The young men ordained were: Mr. 
Marlin C. Bottiger, Mt. Pleasant Mills; 
Mr. Robert R. Clark, Jersey Shore; Mr. 
Elmer Drumm, near Sunbury. 

The following were licensed: Mr. Jerome 
V. Guss, of the Yeagertown Parish; Mr. 
Robert S. Sassaman, Williamsport; Mr. 
Elwood I. Stahl, Williamsport; Mr. John 
EK, Stambaugh, Loysville. All of the young 
men are studying in Gettysburg The- 
ological Seminary, and the three who were 
ordained were graduated one week before 
their ordination. 


MISSIONARY CONFERENCES 
(Continued from page 2) 


C. L. Talbott, St. Joseph, Mo., on “Our 
Young Women”; Mrs. Fred H. Bloch, Okla- 
homa City, on “Serving in Africa”; and 
Miss Beulah Blatt, Kansas City, Mo., on 
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“Life Service in the Diaconate and Parish 
Work.” Mrs. B. P. Sibole, Tulsa, Okla., 
spoke of “Our Triennial Objective.” 

The Rev. Walter H. Moeller, Hays, Kan., 
addressed the joint assembly at the public 
missionary service on “Our Indian Mission 
in America” at Rocky Boy, Mont. Pastor 
Moeller, who spent several weeks at Rocky 
Boy last summer, took as his text, “I have 
not found so great faith, no not in Israel,” 
and: told of the depths of faith shown by 
the Christianized Indians. 

A new women’s society was reported at 
Beloit, Kan.; new Young Women’s so- 
cieties at Hays, Lawrence, Lancaster, and 
Glasco, Kan., and Tulsa, Okla.; and new 
Light Brigades at Hays, Glasco, and Lan- 
caster. Considerable gains were reported 
in the amounts given in the Thank Offer- 
ing, for the support of Miss Lilith Schwab 
in India, and in Life and In Memoriam 
gifts. 

Mrs. F. W. Juergensen, Wichita, Kan., 
who completed four years of service as 
treasurer, called attention to 889 cheerful 
givers in the organization who made these 
increases in gifts and to the fact that the 
Thank Offering carries one-fourth of the 
total financial load of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society. The statistical report was 
given by Miss Stella Ehret, Oklahoma 
City. Fourteen Life Memberships and one 
In Memoriam were received at a “shower” 
conducted by Mrs. B. R. Lantz, Salina. 


The following officers were elected: 
President, Mrs. F. W. Juergensen, Wichita; 
vice-presidents, Mrs. George C. Smith of 
Oklahoma City, Mrs. Charles Harkness, 
Jr., Greenleaf, Kan., and Mrs. W. W. Wes- 
son, Topeka, Kan.; recording secretary, 
Mrs. George L. Search, Glasco, Kan.; sta- 
tistical secretary, Miss Stella Ehret, Okla- 
homa City; treasurer, Mrs. W. C. Jacob- 
son, Oklahoma City; Light Brigade secre- 
tary, Mrs. O. W. Ebright, Emporia, Kan.; 
Young Women’s secretary, Mrs. E. C. Tal- 
bott, St. Joseph, Mo.; industrial secretary, 
Mrs. E. J. Netzer, Lawrence, Kan.; and 
historian and educational secretary, Mrs. 
G. K. Mykland, Chapman, Kan. 

The work of the various departments 
was presented in the form of an excellent 
“book review,” entitled “Departmental 
Phantasy,” by Mrs. E. P. Boersch, record- 
ing secretary, Kansas City. 

An ocean voyage on the good ship 
“Steward” featured the Young Women’s 
fellowship banquet held the first night of 
the convention. Mrs. E. C. Talbott, as 
synodical Young Women’s secretary, pre- 
sided as “skipper” and introduced the “of- 
ficers” and “passengers” at the dinner. 

Dr. M. A. Ritzen, superintendent of 
Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebr., and Dr. 
H. F. Martin, president of Midland Col- 
lege, Fremont, Nebr., addressed the con- 
vention briefly concerning the institutions 


. they represent. Dr. E. E. Stauffer, Wichita, 


Kan., brought the greetings of the synod 
to the missionary society. Communications 
were received from Miss Agnes Christen- 
son, en route to India, and Mrs. C. E. 
Gardner, president of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the U. L. C. A. 

The convention was graciously enter- 
tained by the Women’s, Young Women’s, 
and the J-O-Y societies of First Church, 
Oklahoma City. 

Mrs. Greorce R. WHITTECAR, Reporter. 
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NINE MEN GRADUATED 


Southern Seminary’s Commencement and 
q Board Meeting Register Progress 


) By Wynne C. Boliek 


THE ANNUAL commencement exercises of 
the Lutheran Theological Southern Sem- 
- inary were held in Columbia, S. C., May 
17 and 18. The occasion brought together 
a large number of alumni and friends of 
the institution. The gathering was one of 
,joy and sadness. The sadness felt by all 
was due to the recent death of Dr. C. A. 
Freed, president of the institution for the 
past five years; the joy came through the 
announcement from the Board providing 
for an enlarged and forward-looking pro- 
\gram for the institution. 

The Board of Trustees, feeling the big 

responsibility upon it, came together on 
the afternoon of May 16, a day earlier than 
| the scheduled annual meeting, to study 
the needs of the institution and work out 
a fitting program. The program outlined 
‘was to elect a full-time professor and also 
-a president, thus providing a fifth man to 
serve the institution. 
' Selection of faculty members was a 
part of the program to fulfill the condi- 
itions for the accrediting of the seminary 
as a member of the American Association 
of Theological Schools. Officers elected by 
_ the Board are: Dr. C. J. Shealy of New- 
“berry, president; Dr. George J. Gongaware 
of Charleston, vice-president; William B. 
Clark of Savannah, Ga., secretary; Deems 
Haltiwanger of Columbia, treasurer. Mr. 
Haltiwanger succeeds F. William Cappel- 
man of Columbia who served as treasurer 
for the past thirteen years and who be- 
cause of pressing business declined re- 
election. 

At the graduation services Wednesday 
nine young men received diplomas and 
certificates of graduation. They are: 
, Ervin Taylor Beaver of Lumberton, N. C.; 
Ernest Arthur Felker of Newberry, S. C.; 
John Kerr Lasley of Burlington, N. C.; 
| John Wilford Lyerly of Granite Quarry, 
\'N. C.; Clyde Alton Misenheimer of Rock- 
well, N. C.; Robert Nelson Peery of Blue- 
‘field, Va.; Clarence Luther Richardson of 
Irmo, S. C.; John Alonzo Sanders of 


'Prosperity, S. C. 


Philadelphia Professor Present 


At 1.00 P. M. Tuesday the alumni lunch- 
fon was held in the seminary dining hall 
with a large attendance. The Rev. C. E. 
‘Norman of Raleigh, N. C., served as toast- 
‘naster. The welcome was given by Dr. 
'C. K. Bell of the faculty, and acting pres- 
‘ident, the response was by the Rev. Hugh 
J. Rhyne, Salem, Va., president of the 
“Association. Toasts were given by the 
‘Rev. Raymond D. Wood of Staunton, Va., 
and Mrs. J. B. Cassell, West Columbia. The 
jorincipal address was delivered by Dr. 
‘denry Offermann of the Philadelphia Sem- 
ary. 

Dr. Offermann used as his subject, “The 
‘Place of Lutheranism in the Religious Life 
of America.” He spoke of the Lutheran 
‘Shurch as being Americanized and proving 
ts ability to flourish on American soil. 
“Te said, “By interpreting the past we can 
wanderstand the present and have a vision 


| Atlanta, Ga.; and James Lee Shealy of . 
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of the future.” He spoke of the unifying 
process now going on which might result 
in the union of those of the Lutheran faith. 
He spoke of the merger in 1918 which 
formed the U. L. C. A. and the value this 
merger has been. 

The annual alumni meeting was held at 
3.30 in the seminary chapel, the Rev. Hugh 
J. Rhyne president. The address at this 
time was delivered by the Rev. John W. 
Mangum, Jackson, Miss., president of the 
Mississippi Synod and a member of the 
Board of Trustees, who spoke on what it 
means to a man to work with God. He 
declared (1) that a vital relationship must 
be maintained, (2) that purposes must be 
integrated under the one supreme purpose 
to fulfill the will of God, (3) that motives 
must always be consistent with that pur- 
pose, and (4) that such a relationship and 
sharing in purposes and motives insure a 
true stewardship of life. 


At this meeting provision was made for 
proper resolutions to be drawn up with 
reference to the recent death of Dr, Freed. 

Dr. Bell, acting president of the sem- 
inary, spoke briefly declaring, “The great- 
est day of the seminary lies not in the 
past, nor in the present, but in the future.” 


Students’ Mission League 


On Tuesday evening the Students’ Mis- 
sion League held a public service in St. 
Paul’s Church, at which time the address 
was delivered by the Rev. G. H. C. Park 
of Birmingham, Ala., his topic being, 
“Glorifying God.” The speaker pointed out 
that the supreme purpose of every life is 
to glorify God. In this Christ is the true 
example to follow. A feature of the serv- 
ice was the presentation of life member- 
ships to all the members of the graduating 
class by the Women’s Missionary Society, 
membership being the gift to each from 
the society of his respective home con- 
gregation. The presentation was made by 
Mrs. H. A. Jackson. J. W. Cobb of Cherry- 
ville, president of the Mission League, con- 
ducted the service. 

On Wednesday morning the graduation 
service was held in St. Paul’s Church, Dr. 
Shealy conducting the service and Dr. Bell 
presenting the diplomas. The sermon was 
delivered by Dr. H. A. McCullough of 
Columbia, for many years a member of 
the Seminary Board and for ten years its 
president. He spoke on the life of the 
minister. He emphasized the need of the 
right personal life of the minister, saying 
that the message would mean little if the 
life of the man failed to measure up. He 
emphasized the need for character, saying 
of the minister, “His character and person 
must be greater than his work.” He urged 
the young ministers to study themselves 
to know their strength and weakness that 
they might grow in strength by correcting 
their faults. And he said, “Pre-eminently 
your work is that of saving the lives and 
souls of people.” 


Wuat A ciory if one person could be 
won through our steadfastness! What a 
triumph beyond words if at the last great 
day we shall discover that someone saw 
the light of truth in our faces, as in our 
darkness we walked toward Christ, the 
Light of the World—Bishop Fiske. 


NEW LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATIONS 


CHRIST AND THE HINDU HEART 
By J. E. Graefe, Th.D. 


In this work, one of our missionaries to 
India looks at Christianity from the Hindu 
point of view, then shows what the Chris- 
tian conviction really is and seeks to dis- 
solve the suspicions that it is chiefly a 
method of territorial and economic exploita- 
tion and a menace to native cultures. He 
uses the First Epistle of St. John as the 
basis of his reply to the questions disturb- 
ing the minds of Hindus and others. The 
book will be exceedingly helpful to semi- 
narians, missionary leaders and others con- 
cerned with the problems of Christian evan- 
gelism. Price, $1.50. 


I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH 
By Conrad Bergendoff 


A frank convincing confession of faith in 
the individual power and glory of the 
church in this time of great spiritual un- 
rest and confused groping for a secure basis 
of faith and order. The author vigorously 
voices the convictions of one who has found 
doubt and confusion in modern life, but 
certainty and hope in the Christian Church. 

Price, $1.00. 
GOD-CONTROLLED LIVES 
By Sverre Norberg 


A delineation of common folk of the Bible 
who came to know Jesus—nine of them 
altogether. It is an extremely earnest effort 
to arouse and regain the joyous conviction 
that Christ is universal, that He has an 
answer to all the need of all the world, and 
especially to any need of any human life. 
It has been prepared in the hope that a 
searching soul, pagan or Christian, may find 
life in Christ’s fellowship. Price, $1.00. 


CHRISTIANITY AND WAR 
By a Country Pastor 


This study raises the question whether 
Christianity and war can co-exist. It is 
Biblical in its approach, interpreting the 
scriptural and spiritual background of war 
and peace. In a way it constitutes a pioneer 
work in Lutheran literature on this subject. 

Price, $1.50. 


Two New Translations 


HERE WE STAND 
By Hermann Sasse 


Dr. Sasse belongs to the Lutheran wing of 
the ‘Confessional Front” in Germany. This 
work is one of a series of presentations by 
representative writers of the several church 
communions in Germany each stating the 
generic character of the respective church 
body. Of all these studies by able spokes- 
men, Dr. Sasse’s work immediately rated as 
the best and enjoyed by far the largest 
reception. 

Here he presents the distinctive teachings 
of the Lutheran confessions in relation to 
modern movements within Protestantism 
and in so doing makes plain the generic 
character of Lutheranism. This excellent 
translation by Rev. Theodore G. Tappert 
makes available for the Lutheran Church in 
America a most timely, invigorating and 
stimulating study by one who is fighting a 
noble fight for the confessions of our church. 

Price, $2.50. 


THE QUEST FOR HOLINESS 
By Adolph Koeberle 


This first work in the series of transla- 
tions of the best modern German theological 
books is again available, a reprint edition 
having just been published. 

The author reviews the attempts of 
philosophers and non-Christian religions to 
achieve self-salvation. He then recounts the 
Christian teaching of justification from sin 
through forgiveness. Throughout there is a 
timely discussion of church discipline, mis- 
sions, prayer, etc. His final chapter deals 
with the defects of the Barthian theology. 

The illuminating, fascinating and basic 
discussion deserves reading and study at the 
hands of every Lutheran pastor by reason 
of its exceptionally fine presentation of a 
doctrine that our communion emphasizes 
above all other evangelical bodies. 

Price, $2.50. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
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FOREIGN MISSION NEWS 


Reported by the Secretariat 


Prof. A. R. Wentz, Ph.D., D.D., attended 
the meeting of the Board April 28 to be- 
come better acquainted with the work of 
the Board in anticipation of visiting our 
fields in Japan, China and India as a spe- 
cial representative on his way to the 
Madras Convention of the International 
Missionary Council in December 1938. 


The Board announces with regret the 
resignations of Dr. Arline Beal and the 
Rev. Dr. J. E. Graefe, the former having 
served as a medical missionary for thir- 
teen years in India, the latter as an edu- 
cational missionary twenty-three years in 
India. 


The Rev. Dr. O. A. Bremer, pastor of 
University Lutheran Church, Seattle, 
Wash., has been appointed the Board’s of- 
ficial representative for incoming and out- 
going missionaries at the port of Seattle. 

The men missionaries whose furloughs 
end in September or October have been 
given permission to postpone their sailings 
to attend the convention of the United Lu- 
theran Church in Baltimore, October 4-10. 


Mrs. W. Matzat left China on furlough 
March 25, 1936. She has been detained in 
Germany on account of the war in China. 
Since Dr. and Mrs. Cooper experienced no 
difficulty in entering China at Tsingtao, 
and reported that they had arrived safe 
and happy, Mrs. Matzat with her two 
younger sons is to sail for the mission field 
as soon as possible. 


Out of the Red 


With great joy Treasurer Weitzel re- 
ported that as of March 31, 1938, the books 
showed an excess of assets over liabilities 
amounting to $13,826.48. For the first time 
since the merger in 1918 the Board of For- 
eign Missions reports no indebtedness. 

During January, in the Epiphany Ap- 
peal, the Board of Foreign Missions ap- 
pealed for the immediate relief, needs and 
opportunities in China. On March 31, the 
receipts amounted to $8,951.03, with more 
to come. The treasurer of the Board is 
sending the money to the China Mission 
as fast as it is received with instructions 
as follows: 

1. They are to be used first in our own 
mission fields for such relief, needs and 
opportunities as are presented in our own 
field and in the Shantung province. 

2. For relief needed in any other Lu- 
theran mission field in China. 

3. For relief in charge of the National 
Christian Council in China and its af- 
filiated agencies. 

4. The distribution of funds in these 
three directions is left to the best judg- 
ment of the corporate action of our mis- 
sion in China. 

The following bequests have been re- 
ceived recently: from the estate of Henry 
Amos Willery of New Kensington, Pa., 
$200; from the estate of Sarah C. McGuire, 
additional $257.44. 


Arrivals and Departures 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Christian Port left New 
York April 9 and arrived at Buenos Aires 
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April 27. Mr. Port will be the missionary 
pastor of Christ Church, Harrisburg, Pa., 
Dr. J. E. Rudisill pastor. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Louis T. Bowers and 
Miss Elsie R. Otto sailed from New York 
May 12, arrived at Hamburg May 20, and 
will arrive in Monrovia, Africa, June 7. 


Miss Mary Heltibridle sailed from San 
Francisco May 9 and arrived at Kobe, 
Japan, May 25. 


Dr. and Mrs. A. J. Stirewalt and daughter 
sailed from Los Angeles April 22 and ar- 
rived at Yokohama, Japan, May 4. 


Dr. Barbara DeRemer left Colombo, 
India, March 5 and arrived at Los Angeles 
April 18. 


Miss Lottie L. Martin sailed from New 
York May 10, will spend two weeks in 
Palestine, and will sail from Port Said 
June 15, arriving at Bombay, India, June 23. 


Miss Jessie S. Thomas will sail from 
New York on the S. S. Bremen August 5, 
arrive at Southampton, England, August 
11, sail from London on the thirteenth, and 
arrive at Colombo, India, September 3. 


New Missionaries 
The Board has called the Rev. George R. 
Flora to serve as a missionary in Liberia, 
Africa. He has been pastor at Oshkosh, 
Nebr., is married, and has an infant son. 


Paul J. Pauliny, M.D., has been called 
to serve as a medical missionary in Liberia. 
He is married and has practiced medicine 
in Mt. Freedom, N. J. 


Miss Hazel Naugle has been called to go 
to India. She is a daughter of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Vernon D. Naugle, pastor of Christ 
Church, Lewisburg, Pa. 


The Rev. I. Miura, president of the Lu- 
theran Church in Japan, expects to attend 
the Madras meeting of the International 
Missionary Conference to be held in De- 
cember 1938. He will convey the greetings 
of the Church in Japan to the Andhra 
Lutheran Church in India. 


Fortieth Anniversary 


The mission in China observed the for- 
tieth anniversary of its founding at 
Tsingtao April 15, 1898, by appropriate 
services on Easter. Other services will be 
held in connection with the Annual As- 
sembly this summer. The Board of For- 
eign Missions expressed hearty congratula- 
tions and best wishes on this occasion and 
“prays God to continue to bless the work 
in all its parts and departments for the 
salvation of many more souls and the up- 
building and extension of His Church in 
China.” 

The Japan mission voted that “through 
our president we extend sincere Christian 
greetings to our sister mission in China, 
assuring them of our prayerful interest in 
their problems and beseeching for them 
God’s sustaining grace in every difficulty.” 

Permission has been given the mission 
in Liberia, Africa, to erect a permanent 
doctor’s residence on the Medical Com- 
pound, Zorzor, at a cost of $1,600, the 
money to be provided from funds left the 
Board by the late Dr. and Mrs. Sarah Cur- 
ran, who died at Zorzor, as the beginning 
of a memorial to both of them at Zorzor. 
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TOLEDO BLADES 


Wedding Bells chimed Thursday eve- 
ning, May 12, in Redeemer Church when 
the Rev. H. H. Creager was married to 
Miss Edna Wagner, a member of his con- 
gregation. The congregation had assembled 
to tender a farewell to Pastor Creager. The 
farewell greetings had been made and the 
pastor made suitable response. At the 
close of his remarks he invited the guests 
to retire to the church auditorium, where 
the bride met him. Mr. Creager preached 
his farewell sermon to the congregation 
May 16, leaving on the following day for 
his new field of labor, Millersburg, Ohio. 


The Robinwood Hospital Nursing School 
will open its new year the first week in 
September. The graduating class held the 
commencement June 1 in Martin Lu- 
ther Church. This school ranks high in 
the state of Ohio. All applications for the 
year must be in before July 15. It was 
learned recently that young women en- 
tered Roman Catholic schools because 
there were no Lutheran schools in the 
state. 


The Sunday Schools of Toledo present 
some interesting facts. The Toledo Sunday 
School Association began to gather statis- 
tics in 1924. It was then learned that there 
were enrolled in Toledo 36,886 scholars. 
This number increased to 46,671 on Easter 
1938, making a gain of 26 2/3 per cent. Of 
the number in 1924 there were enrolled 
in the thirty Lutheran schools 6,647 
scholars. The increase in the Lutheran 
schools in this fourteen-year period was 
4,210, making an increase of 631/3 per 
cent. This is a striking contrast with the 
gain of 18 per cent in the other evangelical 
churches. During this fourteen-year period 
there were organized thirteen Lutheran 
schools. Lutheranism seems to be holding 
its own in Toledo. The Rev. T. L. Rynder 
furnished the above facts. 


First Church, Bowling Green, a city 
south of Toledo, lost its pastor, the Rev. 
Rudolph Walborn, to the Indianola Church 
in Columbus. Mr. Walborn has served 
First Church, Bowling Green, for two 
years. 


The Ohio Conference of the Michigan 
Synod, American Lutheran Church, met in 
Williston, Ohio, May 10 and 11. A few of 
the topics were the proposed Pension Sys- 
tem for Ministers and the Foreign Mission 
Work in India and New Guinea. The Rev. 
Paul Buehring presented the paper on 
missions. 


A flying parson is the boast of the city. 
Alvin E. Bell, D.D., for three weeks in 
succession left Toledo by plane for syn- 
odical conventions in the West to assist 
in the program of merging. Dr. Bell was 
home each successive Sunday for his pul- 
pit work, F. E. STROBEL. 


FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


BeETHEL CuurcH, Detroit, Mich., celebrated 
its fortieth anniversary with a week of 
special services, May 1-8. 

On Sunday morning, the Rev. H. E. 
Schildroth pastor, opened the celebration 
with a fine sermon. He charged the con- 
gregation not to linger and meditate on 
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_) what has passed, but to “Go and Preach 
the Word,’—“Go and Tell,”—giving each 
member of the congregation the challenge 
to bring another soul to Christ. 

At the evening service the secretary of 
the Michigan Synod, the Rev. F. P. Madsen, 
spoke of the congregation’s affiliation with 
the synod. 

Tuesday evening the Senior Luther 
League presented a play, written by the 
pastor, entitled, “Serving Through the 
Years’”—a history of the congregation from 
'; its inception to the present time. 

Wednesday evening the Sunday school 
presented the work of its various depart- 
ments. At this service the only son of 
Bethel Church to enter the ministry, the 
Rey. Harold H. Lentz, now assistant pas- 

’ tor in Ashland, Ohio, gave a short address. 
i Thursday evening the Ladies’ Guild and 
the Women’s Missionary Society held their 
service in the parish hall. The widow of 

the first pastor of Bethel, Mrs. C. F. W. 

Hustedt, and several of the charter mem- 

bers of the church spoke. The Rev. C. F. 
' Stickles, pastor of a neighboring congre- 

gation, was the principal speaker. 

/, Friday evening, under the able leader- 
ship of the organist and choir director, 
Prof. Otto A. Trapp, a musical program 
was given by the choir. 

This fine week of services was climaxed 
by the presence of W. H. Greever, D.D., 
LL.D. secretary of the U. L. €. A. He 
\ delivered a challenging sermon and 
-brought greetings from the United Lu- 
' theran Church. 

Bethel Church has been served by the 
following pastors: the Rev. C. F. W. Hus- 
tedt, 1898-1903 (deceased); the Rev. W. 
Popeke, 1909-1914; the Rev. W. Hoppe, 
1909-1914 (deceased); the Rev. W. T. 
Grommisch, 1914-1929 (deceased); and the 
present pastor, the Rev. H. E. Schildroth. 

Since January 1936 the services of a 
deaconess, Sister Delphine Dasher, have 
aided in the growth of Bethel Church. 

Epwarp C. WIGGERT. 


EDUCATIONAL BUILDING 
AND CLINICS DEDICATED 


On Sunpay, April 24, the new educa- 
_ tional building of St. John’s Church, 

Cherryville, N. C., and chimes to the organ 
_ were formally dedicated. 
The act of dedication was performed by 
\the pastor, the Rev. W. G. Cobb. The ser- 
mon was preached by J. L. Morgan, D.D., 
president of the North Carolina Synod. The 
dedication marked the completion of a 
program of building and remodeling activ- 
ities begun a little less than two years ago. 
The need for better facilities for edu- 
cational activities of the congregation had 
been felt for some time. On the third Sun- 
day in May 1936 the congregation voted to 
_ begin the much needed program of build- 
‘ing. The vote carried with it the idea that 
actual building operations would not begin 
/ until at least 75 per cent of the funds for 
» the building were in sight. October 13, 

_ 1936, ground was broken for the new build- 
) ing, which consists of an auditorium with 
a seating capacity of about three hundred, 
‘and ten classrooms. It is built of brick, 
‘has hardwood floors throughout, and an 
automatic heating plant. 


THE LUTHERAN 


In the church auditorium, the organ was 
relocated and electrified, and chimes added. 
The ceiling and walls were redecorated. 
The work in the auditorium was not in the 
original plan of improvement, and was 
provided for by Mr. C. A. Rudisill, who 
gave the chimes as a memorial to one of 
his sisters who died in early life, and who 
was interested in the music of the church. 

A plaque bearing the names of the 
donors of the classrooms and windows is 
suspended in the new auditorium. 

An encouraging feature of the whole 
program was that practically every mem- 
ber of the congregation made a contribu- 
tion to the work. A number of friends of 
the congregation were generous in dona- 
tions for the building and for the chairs 
used in the new building. 

The congregation is happy in the com- 
pletion of the building program, which 
furnishes room for a growing church 
school for many years. 


ST. LUKE’S, AMSTERDAM, 
DEDICATED 


Fepruary 6 St. Luke’s Church, Amster- 
dam, N. Y., was dedicated. November 1929 
a new site was purchased at Guy Park 
Avenue, Pine and Division Streets. The 
edifice is the first unit of three which will 
consist of a church and parsonage. The 
present structure will then become the 
Bible school and recreation unit. 

The building is modified Gothic, 97 feet 
long and 63 feet wide. The exterior is 
tapestry brick trimmed in Indiana lime- 
stone with a copper roof. The main en- 
trance is on Pine Street. It contains fif- 
teen classrooms and a ladies’ parlor seat- 
ing fifty with a kitchenette and a closet 
for the choir gowns. The children’s de- 
partments are in the rear of the building. 
Every modern device has been installed. 

The auditorium will seat 300 and the 
choir 20. A small gallery will seat 100 
more. 500 can be seated within the vision 
of the chancel. There is a kitchen 21 x 32 
feet built on the rotary plan; a dining room 
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that will seat 300 at one time on the same 
level as the kitchen. The heating is oil and 
vapor steam. 

Dr. E. B. Burgess, president of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York, preached 
the dedicatory sermon. The dedication 
was conducted by the pastor, the Rev. W. 
Edgar Pierce. Charles W. Leitzell, D.D., 
president of Hartwick College, brought 
the inspiring message Sunday evening. 

Monday evening there was an organ re- 
cital. The organ is electric action with 
chimes of twenty-one notes. Mrs. Ger- 
trude Haskin, who has been organist for 
the past twenty-five years, presided at the 
console. Community Night every denom- 
ination in the city was represented by a 
speaker. Ladies’ Night, the Rev. Frank 
Shimer of Canajoharie spoke. Lutheran 
Night messages were brought by neigh- 


uinit GOWNS 
Pulpit 
Hangings and Emblems. Bible 
Markers, etc. Fine materials, 
beautiful work, pleasingly low 
rices. State your needs. Cata- 
Mee and samples on request. De- | 
Moulin Bros. & Co., 1127 8, 4th | 
Greenville, Ti{nois. 


St., 


VACATIONLAND 


Crystal Dake Lodge 


ENFIELD—NEW HAMPSHIRE 
REST AND RECREATION 
For information and pamphlet 
address the above or 
KENNETH HARBISON 
1537 Brooklyn Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SEASHORE RENTALS 


G. H. HUPPERT AGENCY 
113 E. Wildwood Ave., Wildwood, New Jersey 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 
Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Marking 101 years of ser- 1938 


vice to the church and clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131 EAST 23rp STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


IRELAND ADDED 


HANSA 
ueve-3. 3. BERLIN 


THIRD $91 


“ae 


669 Fifth Ave. 


28 


WILSON COLLEGE 


Chambersburg, Pa. 


Wilson College offers to young women a 
liberal education of the highest quality. It 
has never sought to be a large college, but 
has unceasingly striven to maintain, to- 
gether with its high rank, those amenities 
which come from close association between 
faculty and student. 
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boring pastors. Youth Night the Rev. 
Herbert H. Mahl, a son of the congrega- 
tion, delivered the message. 

St. Luke’s was organized January 10, 
1892. That same year a temporary frame 
building was erected with two rooms, the 
auditorium and Bible school room. Through 
these years these faithful people have 
labored with many handicaps. For some 
years the property has been inadequate 
for the work demanded. When the pres- 
ent pastor assumed charge May 1911, there 
was a debt of $8,500 on this old plant. This 
was paid off. About $10,000 was spent to 
make it fit for use through these years. 
The congregation then numbered only 120 
members. The outlook was anything but 
bright. The new site cost $26,500. The 
present building and equipment another 
$70,000. There remains a debt of $25,000. 
The congregation still owns the old prop- 
erty which is now worth the debt. Through- 
out the city St. Luke’s is known as the 
youth church. 

This plant is unique. There is none 
equipped for better work anywhere with 
so little space in halls. Ritcher and Eiler 
were the architects. 


IL. H. BARTHOLOMEW 
HONORED 


On Sunpay, May 15, special services were 
held in Holy Trinity Church, Bethlehem, 
Pa., in recognition of the work of I. H. 
Bartholomew, who has completed thirty- 
five years as organist and choir-director. 
The sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. 
J. F. Lambert of St. Paul’s Church, Cata- 
sauqua, where Mr. Bartholomew had held 
a similar position before coming to Holy 
Trinity. 

Mr. Bartholomew has had the distinction 
of serving under the four pastors of Holy 
Trinity Church. Through his instrumen- 
tality, the first pipe organ was secured for 
the church in 1904 and the present three- 
manual organ in 1915. He has brought to 
Bethlehem many distinguished American 
and European organists and has presented 
129 recitals. He is a graduate of the School 
of Music of New York University. In ad- 
dition to his work at Holy Trinity Church, 
he is teacher of music in the public schools 
of Bethlehem. 

Of Mr. Bartholomew Pastor Benjamin 
Lotz writes in the bulletin isued on the 
occasion of the Service of Recognition: 
“Mr. Bartholomew has given himself freely 
to his chosen profession. He has main- 
tained high standards, permitting nothing 
cheap and tawdry in the services of the 
sanctuary. He has used his talents well 
and contributed through many years of 
service to the life and worship of Holy 
Trinity Church. This service today is more 
than a tribute to the man; it rather seeks 
to exalt his work and office.” 


PERSONAL 


Mr, Charles Britton, who has served 
twenty years as superintendent of St. 
John’s Church School, Mauch Chunk, Pa., 
at a dinner served recently by the officers 
and teachers of the school was honored in 
appreciation of his loyalty and fidelity to 
the school. The presentation of two val- 
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uable gifts was made by the pastor, the 
Rev. Addison C. Planz. Mr. Britton is an 
outstanding merchant of Mauch Chunk. 
The present superintendent, Mr. Edgar C. 
Miller, is the secretary of the church and 
a director of the local schools. 

St. John’s Church is noted for its mem- 
bers who give long-time service. Mrs. John 
Swartz has served as secretary of the 
church school for forty-nine years and Mr. 
Fred Tiedemann has served thirty-nine 
years as financial secretary of the church. 


The Rev. Clifford B. Holand, for ten 
years pastor of Grace Church, Forest Hillis, 
N. Y., has resigned to accept a call to the 
pastorate of St. Paul’s Church, Santa 
Monica, Calif. Mrs. Holand, Frances and 
Pastor Holand arrived in Santa Monica 
before May 1. 

During the ministry of Pastor Holand at 
Forest Hills, Grace Church has developed 
from a mission to a self-supporting con- 
gregation. The active communicant mem- 
bership is now 345, and the Sunday school 
enrollment is 225. The mortgage indebted- 
ness has been reduced from $23,000 to 
$11,800, and the church property has been 
greatly improved. 

St. Paul’s congregation, Santa Monica, 
has a beautiful church and an exception- 
ally fine parish house. : 


The Rev. John A. Pettit has resigned as 
pastor at Lawrenceburg, Ind., and will go 
as a missionary to Puerto Rico. His res- 
ignation became effective May 15. Mr. 
Pettit has made a valuable contribution 
to the work of the Indiana Synod. 


The Rev. Paul N. Schnur, pastor of St. 
John’s and House of Mercy Lutheran 
Churches of the Freedom Parish, Freedom, 
Pa., recently called as pastor of the Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Irwin, Pa., brought his 
nine-year ministry at Freedom to a close 
April 30. The Freedom Parish, his first 
charge after graduating from the Philadel- 
phia Seminary in 1929, has had a consistent 
and steady growth under his leadership. 
There has been a net gain in confirmed 
membership in the parish of 140. Total 
adult accessions equal 261, with 211 of 
these still in active membership. Over fifty 
per cent of the present confirmed mem- 
bership of both congregations were re- 
ceived during his pastorate. It was his 
privilege recently to confirm the largest 
confirmation class in the history of St. 
John’s, and of administering the Holy 
Communion at one season’s administration 
to over seventy per cent of the congre- 
gation’s membership. He has relinquished 
the duties as pastor of the parish leaving 
the affairs of both congregations in a 
thriving and harmonious condition. 


The Rev. Dr. Charles D. Trexler, pastor | 


for the past eight years of St. James’ 


Church, Madison Avenue and’ Seventy- 


third Street, New York, was unanimously 
called May 8 to become pastor of Grace 
Church, Forest Hills, Long Island. The 


Rev. Clifford B. Holand, pastor of this | 


congregation, accepted a call to our church 
in Santa Monica, Calif., and preached his 
farewell sermon April 24. 

Dr. Trexler came to the Manhattan 
church from the Church of the Good Shep- 
herd, Brooklyn, which he founded and 
served for twenty-four years. ; 


f 
} 
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CONGREGATIONS 


Athens, N. Y. One of the oldest Lu- 
theran congregations in America is located 
at Athens, N. Y. It was established at least 
235 years ago and possibly may have been 
in existence prior to that date. 

The congregation celebrates the twenty- 
fourth of November as its anniversary, that 
being the date on which the Rev. Justus 
Falckner was ordained in Gloria Dei 
Church, Philadelphia, in order that he 
might take over the pastorate in Zion 
Church in Athens. An interesting draw- 
ing of the front of the first building has 
recently come into the possession of the 
congregation. 


Cumberland, Md. The Lenten Season 
’ was not only one of great inspiration but 
also of great activity to the members of 
St. Luke’s Church, H. Hall Sharp, D.D., 
pastor. Extensive improvements consist of 
frescoing the interior of the church, en- 
larging chancel and re-arranging chancel 
_ furnishings; re-locating and enlarging the 
choir loft; the erection of mural Gothic 
paneling across front wall of auditorium 
in memory of the late John Paul Spoerl 
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. Peter 
Spoerl; mural painting, “Christ in Geth- 
semane,” above the altar, a gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Schlunt and family, placing 
of new pulpit in memory of the late J. 
Matthew Farber by his wife and daughter; 
new chancel railing given by the Baraca 
Bible Class in memory of its deceased 
teacher, Henry A. Hensey; new carpet in 
chancel, a gift of the Altar Society; new 
hymn boards in memory of deceased mem- 
bers of the Young Women’s Missionary 
Society,—all at a cost of $3,000. During 
the improvements all services were con- 
ducted in the social hall. 

The reopening and dedicatory service 
took place Sunday morning, April 3, with 
_the auditorium crowded. The pastor was 
in charge of the service. 

The Holy Week services, and especially 
the Communion on Holy Thursday and 
| Good Friday, had the largest attendance 
in ten years. Both Palm Sunday and 
| Easter were outstanding days in St. 
_ Luke’s. At the morning service of the 
_ former, an audience that taxed the ca- 
' pacity of the auditorium and gallery wit- 
nessed a very impressive confirmation 
ritual when a class of thirty-six were ad- 
mitted to church membership. 

Easter Sunday was indeed a day of joy 
)) and song. At the morning service the 
music by the four choirs—Senior, Junior, 
Juvenile and Ladies’ Chorus—was most 
inspiring. To see this large body of sing- 
‘ers marching in the processional and re- 
cessional was thrilling. At the evening 
‘service the Senior Choir sang the cantata, 
“Victory Divine,” so acceptably that, by 
) ‘request, it was repeated the following 
Sunday. The usual generous Easter of- 
)) fering, which this year amounted to $2,725, 
‘) enhanced the joy of the day. 

f 


Lewistown, Pa. St. John’s congregation 
‘| passed another milestone in her history by 
') burning the final note at the service on 
‘Easter evening. Last October the debt of 
| the congregation remained at $4,650. Dur- 
|) ing the annual Every Member Canvass a 
| financial campaign was launched for the 
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purpose of liquidating the debt by Easter, 
and to the joy of the congregation the goal 
was reached. Easter Sunday was the high- 
water mark in the Sunday school attend- 
ance with 1,431 persons present; the pre- 
vious high record was Rally Day 1935, 
when the attendance was 1,253. 

When the Rev. James H. Goss became 
pastor of the congregation in October 1932, 
the confirmed membership of the church 
was 1,046, and after five and a half years 
this membership was increased to 1,591, 
an increase of more than fifty per cent. 
In addition to this, the services of a dea- 
coness were inaugurated February 1, 1936, 
and Sister Pearl Ekard has served the con- 
gregation since that date. 

On Easter afternoon thirty-five children 
were baptized in the church. The Sunday 
school attendance has been maintained at 
well over the thousand mark. The school 
is now faced with the problem of enlarg- 
ing its equipment to meet the growing 
needs. 

The weekday church school closed May 
21. This school, conducted under the lead- 
ership of the parish deaconess, Sister Pearl 
Ekard, opened the third Saturday morning 
of October 1937 and met regularly every 
Saturday morning from 9.30 to 11.00 
o’clock. A prescribed course of study was 
followed through the thirty sessions. The 
highest enrollment of the term was 107; 
the average attendance 71. There were 
thirteen perfect attendance pupils. 

The success of the school was made pos- 
sible by the co-operation and help of six 
volunteer teachers and helpers. ” 


Stone Valley Homecoming. The sixth 
annual union homecoming of the Stone 
Valley Lutheran and Reformed Church, 
Northumberland County, Pa., was held 
Sunday, May 15, with services at 10.15 
A. M. and 2.30 P. M. The speaker at both 
services was the editor of THe LUTHERAN, 
Nathan R. Melhorn, D.D. The Rev. Walter 
E. Wagner, Lutheran pastor, presided at 
the morning service, and the Rev. John C. 
Brumbach, Reformed, in the afternoon. 
Both services, but especially that of the 
afternoon, were well attended. 

In the morning address Dr. Melhorn 
stressed the reality of the Kingdom of 
God as a regime of great spiritual forces 
in the thinking, life and habits of men. 
He placed two realms in contrast: that of 
the material and that of the spiritual. The 
followers of Christ need to realize the tre- 
mendous reality of the latter realm. 

In the afternoon message THE LUTHERAN’S 
editor made some applications of the morn- 
ing’s theme. We need to feel that the 
Kingdom of God, as the realm of the spir- 
itual, is also practical, if it is “imple- 
mented.” The school, the home, the state, 
the church itself would be tremendously 
better if we realized that the Kingdom can 
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be made an active and transcendent force. 
He stressed the need of Christian indi- 
viduals and Christian groups applying the 
principles of the Kingdom as forces in 
working out problems, if we are to save 
the state. Are Christians asleep? The time 
demands that we be awake and stirring. 

Two years ago the speaker on this oc- 
casion was the president of the Minis- 
terium, Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher. 

Within the past few months extensive 
repairs have been made to the Stone Val- 
ley Church. The entire interior was re- 
painted, the pews cleaned and revarnished, 
windows adjusted, etc. Other repairs are 
in process to the exterior of the church 
and to other church property. These will 
cost at least $2,000. Repairs are being 
promptly paid for. 


TIMELY PAPERS READ 


THE SPRING convention of the Hanover 
Conference, Ontario, Canada, was held in 
Holy Trinity Church, Walkerton, April 26 
and 27, the Rev. E. J. Fischer pastor. All 
active pastors and one emeritus pastor 
were present. A great amount of business 
was transacted. 

The first paper for inspiration and dis- 
cussion was read by the Rev. J. Peters of 
Ayton on “Visiting the Sick and Dying.” 
Various types of sickness were presented 
and dealt with, the value and comfort of 
prayer for the sick was well presented, 
and the approaches to the dying were 
thoughtfully given. This paper on prac- 
tical theology was discussed at length with 
much profit to every pastor. 

The second paper, read by the Rev. W. 
Schultz of Linwood on “Representative 
Lutheran Views on the Doctrine of Inspira- 
tion,” caused a lengthy and worth-while 
discussion. 

The public service was held on the eve- 
ning of April 26 and was preceded by the 
Confessional Service conducted by the 
Rev. Harry A. Baetz of Chesley. The ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. A. J. Datars 
of Desboro, who based his remarks on 
Isaiah 1: 18. He stressed the call of God 
to come and reason with Him, because of 
our sin, sickness, and selfishness. 

F. R. Howatp. 


OBITUARY 
Mrs. M. S. Cressman 


of Lewistown, Pa., passed to her eternal re- 
ward May 6, 1938. Death came as a peaceful 
benediction after a gradual decline in health 
during the past ten years, of which the last 
two and a half years left her confined to her 
bed. She was the widow of the late M. S. 
Cressman, D.D., who died November 4, 1925. 
With her husband she labored faithfully in St. 
John’s congregation during the thirty-two years 
of his ministry in Lewistown and continued her 
devoted spirit to this church throughout her 
declining years, having remained a consecrated 
member of St. John’s for forty-six years. 

Funeral services were conducted in St. John’s 
Church, Lewistown, by her pastor, the Rev. 
James H. Goss, Sunday afternoon, May 8. The 
following morning the family conveyed the 
body to Barren Hill, Pa., where further serv- 
ices were conducted in St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, by U. E. Apple, D.D. The remains 
were laid to rest beside her husband in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery, Barren Hill, Pa. 

James H. Goss. 


The Rev. Erwin Dieterly 


a member of the East Pennsylvania Synod, 
died in the Sellersville Hospital April 29, 1938, 
after an illness of several months. 

He was born in Springtown, Bucks County, 
Pa, April 30, 1868, a son of John and Mary 
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Dieterly. He was confirmed in the Springfield 
Lutheran Church at the age of fifteen years. 
In the days of his young manhood he felt a 
call to the gospel ministry. He prepared for 
college in the public schools and the Spring- 
town Academy. He was graduated from Get- 
tysburg College in 1893 and from Gettysburg 
Seminary in 1896. He was licensed to preach 
by the East Pennsylvania Synod in 1895 and 
was ordained by the same synod in 1896. 

Mr. Dieterly never accepted a parish, not 
because he lost enthusiasm in the spread of the 
gospel, nor because of a lack of mental qual- 
ification, but because of a weakness in his 
speech. A year after graduation from_ the 
seminary he was united in marriage with Miss 
Emma A. Pearson of Springtown. He was a 
gifted musician and served his church as or- 
ganist for many years until his daughter suc- 
ceeded him. 

He was a real pastor’s assistant, never usurp- 
ing the pastor’s authority but aiding him when- 
ever called upon. He was for many years Sun- 
day school superintendent, teacher of the Adult 
Bible Class, and treasurer of the Board of Trus- 
tees of his church. 

Mr. Dieterly was a modest, lovable and beau- 
tiful character. He exerted a strong influence 
for good as he, a farmer and farm machinery 
agent and mechanic, came into touch with 
many in a large community. He is survived 
by one brother and a son, Harold, of Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Funeral services were conducted May 3 in 
the Springfield Church. His pastor, the Rev. 
H. S. Rhoads,- conducted the service, and E. 
Martin Grove, D.D., president of the East Penn- 
sylvania Synod, preached the sermon. A num- 
ber of pastors assisted at the same. 

H. S. Rhoads. 


Mrs. Emily A. Stirewalt 


widow of the late John N. Stirewalt, passed 
peacefully away at the home of her son, Ezra 
N. Stirewalt, in Washington, D. C., April 18, 
1938, following several years of declining health 
due to the infirmities of old age. ; 

Mrs. Stirewalt was a daughter of the late 
Pendleton and Elizabeth Hershberger, and was 
born about a mile and a half south of Luray, 
Va. She was ninety-two years of age and the 
last of her immediate family, being preceded 
to the grave by six brothers and sisters. 

November 3, 1870, she and the late Rev. John 
N. Stirewalt of New Market, Va., were married 
and for a year they resided at New Market. 
He then accepted a call as pastor of Mt. Calvary 
Lutheran Church in Page County near her girl- 
hood home. May 27, 1871, Mrs. Stirewalt was 
confirmed at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Grove 
Hill. She and her husband labored faithfully, 
participating in the organization of four Lu- 
theran churches in Page County and taking an 
active part in the various organizations of the 
church for a period of thirty-seven years. 

Upon Pastor Stirewalt’s death January i1, 
1907, Mrs. Stirewalt continued to make her 
home in Luray until eleven years ago, when 
she moved to Washington to live with her son, 
Ezra M. Stirewalt. Until about two years ago 
her health was very good, and even during her 
declining years she retained the faculties of 
her mind to an amazing degree. 

Mrs. Stirewalt is survived by four sons: 
Luther M. Stirewalt, Houston, Tex.; Ezra N. 
Stirewalt, Washington, D. C.; Arthur J. Stire- 
walt, D.D., Tokyo, Japan, and for thirty-three 
years a missionary in that country; Vernon P. 
Stirewalt of Luray; and six grandchildren. 
Two sons and one daughter died in infancy. 

Funeral services were held in Washington 
at the home, Wednesday morning, April 20, by 
Henry W. Snyder, D.D., pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, which Mrs. Stirewalt attended while in 
that city. Funeral services were held in St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, Luray, Wednesday 
afternoon, the Rev. A. L. Boliek, officiating, 
assisted by the Rev. Glenn Boliek. Interment 
was made in Green Hill Cemetery beside her 
husband and three children. M. L. Stirewalt. 


Mrs. Alice M. Summer 


widow of the late John A. Summer, passed into 
Life Eternal at her home, The Summer Place, 
Pomaria, S. C. She was born May 16, 1853, the 
daughter of the Rev. Daniel Efird, pastor of a 
number of Lutheran churches in Lexington 
County. She was also the granddaughter of 
the Rev. Godfrey Dreher, first president of 
the “Evangelical Lutheran Synod of South 
Carolina and Adjacent States’? She was a most 
worthy daughter of such a heritage. . 

She was a woman of great faith and broad 
vision, and was a pioneer in the missionary 
work of the synod. For many years she served 
as vice-president of the South Carolina Women’s 
Missionary Society, and was instrumental in 
organizing and promoting the Newberry: Con- 
ference Society. Her enthusiasm did much to 
inspire the Forward Movement among the 
women of the United Synod South, one result 
of which was a renewal of missionary efforts 
in the Japan mission. As a teacher, a speaker, 
a leader, and in various executive capacities 
she joyously dedicated her talents to her Lord 
and to the work of His Church, in His Name. 
She was a faithful member of historic St. 
John’s Church, near Pomaria, until her de- 
parture at the summons of her Lord. 

Funeral services were conducted at the home 


' 


June 8, 1938 


\by her pastor, the Rev. T. H. Weeks, Chapin, 
assisted by the Rev. Ernest K. Counts, pastor 
of the nearby Pomaria Church. Her remains 
jwere laid to rest beside her husband in the 
family cemetery on the estate, where five gen- 
rations of the Summer family are buried. Her 
soul, we believe, will live forever with our 
God; and the spirit of her life and service 
shall never die. 

Surviving her are: one son, W. Carl Summer, 
Columbia, S. C.; three daughters: Mrs. Y. von 
A. Riser, Pomaria, S. C.; Mrs. Virgil B. Sease, 
New Brunswick, N. J.; Mrs. H. H. Huggins, 
Pomaria, S. C.; four grandsons: Rupert S. 
Riser, Herman and John S. Huggins, and John 
W. Sease; and one brother, Hon. C. M. Efird, 
Esq., Lexington, S. C. Thos. H. Weeks. 


David Augustus Swink 


} 
entered into rest at his home in Norfolk, Va., 
April 11, just a few days after his ninetieth 
birthday. Mr. Swink was born April 4, 1848, 
near Salisbury, N. C. November 16, 1871, he 
married Miss Margaret Ellen Cress, with whom 
he lived to celebrate sixty-six happy anniver- 
ssaries. He is survived by his widow and by 
four sons, Charles H., Gilbert R., D. Maxwell, 
and Walter L., and by one daughter, Mrs. Edna 
»S. Gonce. 
His business connection which began in Salis- 
'bury, took him to Winston-Salem, N. C., in 
1890, and to Norfolk, Va., in 1906. In early 
childhood he became a member of Bethel Lu- 
theran Church in his native community, and 
‘throughout his long life, and in whatever place 
he made his home, his church was always one 
!of his major interests. Both in Winston-Salem 
‘and in Norfolk he served many terms as a 
-member of the church council. His love for the 
church was not confined to the local congre- 
ygation, but embraced the whole Church. As 
.a frequent delegate to synod he participated 
actively in the work of the Church at large. 
Though deafness in later life prevented him 
‘from hearing at church, he came regularly to 
worship, and no one more truly worshiped. The 
service had become so familiar through long 
sand constant usage that hearing was unneces- 
“sary for his participation. The infirmities of 
Wpee made it necessary for him to give up his 
-business and many of his activities, but his 
tender care and loving solicitation for his com- 
\panion, his interest in the affairs of his chil- 
«dren, and his great delight in every feature of 
ithe program of his church and in every element 
‘of its progress, provided abundant zest for 
‘living on his ninetieth birthday. We are grate- 
ful to Almighty God for the benediction of his 
(beautiful life. L. W. Strickler. 


MINISTER DEPOSED 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Mid- 
west in its forty-ninth convention, meeting 
‘from May 18-22, 1938, in Hastings, Nebr., 
adopted the following resolutions: 

Whereas, Pastor A. Th. Mikkelsen has openly 
confessed to Anti-Christian teachings, 

Be it Resolved, That we wholeheartedly in- 
‘dorse and approve of the procedure against 
Pastor A. Th. Mikkelsen by the president and 
secretary of our synod; 

Be it Further Resolved, That Pastor A. Th. 
/Viikkelsen be deposed from the ministerial of- 
hice, and, that the president be instructed to 
/iemand the return of his ordination papers; 

Be it Resolved Finally, That this action taken 
ugainst Pastor A. Th. Mikkelsen be published 
m our official church papers, THE LUTHERAN and 
Der Lutherischer Herold. 

In accordance with the above resolutions 
»A. Th. Mikkelsen has been deposed from the 
/ ministerial office by the proper synodical au- 
“hority on the twentieth day of May 1938. 

A. B. Lentz, Sec. 


SYNODS 


| )The seventy-sixth annual convention of the 

“vangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada will be 

ueld in Zion Church, Pembroke, Ontario, the 

tev. H. J. Hamester pastor, June 14-19. Han- 
ver may be reached over both the Canadian 
‘Tational and the Canadian Pacific railways. 

; C. H. Little, English Sec. 


The United Lutheran Church of New York 
s7ill hold its tenth annual convention June 13- 
‘6, in Reformation Church, 33 Grove St., Roch- 
tester, N. Y., Frederick R. Knubel, D.D., pastor, 
~veginning with The Service and Communion, 
“Ionday, at 8.00 P. M. Business sessions daily 
't 9.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. The Ordination 
hervice, June 15, at 8.00 P. M. 

Candidates for ordination and all pastors de- 
| iring to unite with the synod will meet the 
i ixamining Committee, C. Reinhold Tappert, 
‘}).D., chairman, at 9.30-A. M., June 13, at Refor- 
‘aation Church. Foreign missionaries and can- 
‘idates for ordination will be entertained if 
‘pplication is made before June 1 to Mr. R. R. 
“tarroll, Reformation Church, 33 Grove St., 
\ochester, N. Y Paul C. White, Sec. 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nova 
'-cotia will hold its thirty-sixth annual conven- 
‘on, June 24-26, in St. Paul’s Church, Bridge- 
~rater, N. S., Canada, the Rev. C. H. Whitteker 
The convention will begin with The 


THE LUTHERAN 


Service with Holy Communion June 24 at 10.30 
. M. V. Monk, Sec. 


The sixty-third annual convention of the 
Wartburg Synod will be held in St. John’s 
Church, Springfield, Ill., the Rev. W. W. Roth 
pastor, June 14-16. The opening session will be 
at 7.45 P. M., Tuesday, June 14, and will include 
sermon by the Rev. R. R. Belter and Holy Com- 
munion. Business sessions daily at 9.00 A. M. 
and 2.00 P. M. Arthur M. Neumann, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETING 


The twenty-second annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Wartburg 
Synod will be held June 28-30, at Forest Park, 
Ill., William F. Buch, D.D., pastor. 

Mrs. W. W. Roth, Sec. 


GENEVA SUMMER SCHOOL 


The Geneva Summer School, an interdenomi- 
national school for missionary education, will 
hold its twentieth session June 18-25. The rep- 
resentatives of the United Lutheran Church 
connected with this school are Mrs. J. A. Leas 
and Mrs. George P. Lottich, Chicago, Ill.; Mrs. 
J. I. Meck, Racine, Wis.; and Mrs. H. Schaeffer, 
Maywood, Ill. 

For information address Mrs. Paul H. Weze- 
man, 1177 S. Humphrey Ave., Oak Park, Il. 


WINONA SUMMER SCHOOL 


The Winona Summer School of Missions will 
be held at Winona Lake, Ind., June 18-24. 
Standard Leadership Training Classes using 
Credit Courses approved by the International 
Council of Religious Education are offered; also 
stimulating evening programs with missionaries 
from all over the world as leaders; two Bible 
courses. 

For general information write the Publicity 
Chairman, Mrs. William Eckert, 1612 S. lith 
Ave., Maywood, Ill. For reservations at Beth- 
any Girls’ Camp, Mrs. J. Van de Roovaart, 203 
E. 113th St., Chicago, Ill. For Missions Home, 
Mrs. J. Sick, Winona Lake, Ind. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Bowers, Louis T., from Newtown Square, Pa., 
to American Lutheran Mission, Monrovia, 
Liberia, Africa. 

Burger, Albert C., from 1170 Selma Road, 
Springfield, Ohio, to Jewett, Ohio 

Crouse, D.D., Theodore L., from 1015 Macon 
Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., to 1251 Trevanion Ave., 
Swissvale Branch, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

English, J. S., from Pine Grove Mills, Pa., to 
Saxton, Pa. 

Epting, T. B., from 305 W. 4th St., Beardstown, 
Ill., to 129 S. Douglas Ave., Springfield, Ill. 
Finck, D.D., W. J., from New Market, Va., to 
199 Dewey St., Edgewood, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Frankfort, Herbert E., from Dallas, Pa., to 

Shavertown, Pa. 

Harman, J. B., from 818 Glenn St., Newberry, 
S. C., to 1318 Pearl St., Newberry, S. C. 

Hillerman, G. Herbert, from 805 W. 16l1st St., 
Gardena, Calif., to 806 W. 167th St., Gardena, 

alif. 

Holand, Clifford, B., from 6820 Burns St., 
Flushing, N Y., to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Santa Monica, Calif. 

Koehler, George C., from 567 Bidwell St., St. 
Paul, Minn., to 2712 Winnemac St., Apt. No. 
3, Chicago, Ill. 

Kuntzleman, Walter A., from Weissport, Pa., to 
Nescopeck, Pa. 


Lepisto, Matthew N., from 604 E. 23d Ave., 
Vancouver, B C., to 893 E. 22d Ave., Van- 
couver, B. C., Canada. : 

Leubin, William G., from 2536 Sutton Ave., 
Columbus, Ohio, to 6932 Standish St., Pitts- 
burgh, 6, Pa. 

McCreary, George B., from 318 Huron Ave., 


Sheboygan, Wis., to 1821 N. 5th St., Sheboygan, 


Wis. 

Miller, Frank H., from Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, 7301 Germantown Ave., Philadel- 
phia, Pa., to 757 Franklin Ave., Wilkinsburg, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Schick, C. E., from 347 E. Cliveden St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., to 15 S. Church St., Spring 
City, Pa. 

Shanor, Carl W., from 509 W. Plain Ave., 
Minerva, Ohio, to 1311 Garfield Ave., Spring- 
field, Ohio. 

Smith, E. B., from Nace, Va., to R. F. D. 2, 
Winchester, Va. 

Stump, Joseph, Jr., from 4056 Pillsbury Ave., 
S., Minneapolis, Minn., to 563 E. Minnehaha 
Parkway, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Swihart, D.D., C. N., from 2720 N. W. 13th St., 
Oklahoma City, Okla., to R. F. D. 2, Box 240, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Troutman, Edwin, from Thomasville, N. C., to 
Boone, N. C. F 
Wagschal, L. F., from 67 Emerson Ave., Utica, 

N. Y., to 1441 Sunset Ave., Utica, N. Y. 

Wisler, Charles F., from 342 N. First St., 
Jeannette, Pa., to 731 W. Third St., Williams- 
burg, Pa. 

Wyandt, L. Herbert, from 306 N. Tarr St., North 
pee amore, Ohio, to 419 S. Council St., Muncie, 
nd. 
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A New Biography 


JOHN A. 
MOREHEAD: 


Who Created World Lutheranism 
By SAMUEL TREXLER 


Author of “Crusaders of the Twen- 
tieth Century” and “Out of Thirty- 
five Years.” 


“It is my cordial desire that this 
book may find its way into the con- 
gregations of our Lutheran churches 
throughout the world.’—August 
Marahrens, Bishop of Hannover, Pres- 
ens of the Lutheran World Conven- 
ion. 

The Lutheran Church in America 
rose to her greatest height of service 
in the period of post-war reconstruc- 
tion. The agent of this achievement 
was John Alfred Morehead. This story 
tells of his life in America, and of 
his work in twenty-two countries in 
Europe. As President of the Lutheran 
World Convention he brought to his 
fellows the vision of a world-wide 
Lutheranism and developed a new 
outlook for the Church. 


At all Bookstores. $2.00. 


G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS 
2 W. 45th Street, NEW YORK 


PARADISE FALLS 


VACATION IN THIS VISTA OF BEAUTY 


Ten miles north of Stroudsburg, Penna., on 
Route 90. An ideal place to spend a restful and 
Invigorating vacation in a Christian environment, 


NESTLEDOWN INN ano LODGES 
OPEN FROM MAY 1st. TO OCT. 1st. 
Homelike atmosphere. Rates reasonable. Only 
the best food and delicious coffee served in dining 
room and coffee shop. Pure artesian well water. 
Enjoy the beautiful pine grove at the Falls. 
Walk and hike in nature’s glories which prove 
interesting and healthful. Delightful drives over 
excellent roads, through lovely scenery. 
Bathing, tennis, golf, quoits, outdoor shuffle- 
boards, horseback riding, fishing and hunting 
in season. Lectures, movies and socials. 
PARADISE FALLS GIRLS’ CAMP 
growing more popular every year, opens 
July 2. Ages 8 to 16 .JSend forgliterature. 
COTTAGES FOR RENT an’ FOR SALE 


furnished, running water, bath, electricity. 
Address all communications to 


PARADISE FALLS LUTHERAN ASS'N. 


Paradise Falls, Cresco P. O., Pa. 
Erwin W. Moyer, Manager. 


DLONG FURRITURE CO 


MAKERS OF FINE CHURCH W@DUWORK 


"50€ 42n0ST 


“1505 RACE ST 
_Teus Gore aN 


PHILA: PA 


_ Pes: Chancel Furniture: Fons. 


THE FACTORY - AT TOPTON PA: 


32 THE LUTHERAN June 8, 1938 


The Lutheran Leadership Course 


The Official Leadership Education Course of the United Lutheran Church 
in America 
THIS SERIES OF LEADERSHIP TRAINING TEXTS IS NOW COMPLETED 
For full information send for our special PROSPECTUS. 
The First or More Elementary Series 


By O. FRED NOLDE and PAUL J. HOH 
Price, STUDENT’S TEXTBOOK, 25 cents; LEADER’S GUIDE, 10 cents. 


MY LIFE MY PUPILS 
A Study of the Church Worker and A Study of the Church Worker and 
His Personal Life His Group 
TREATING TREATING 


The Leader and the Pupil 
The Pupil in Worship 
The Pupil in Study 

The Pupil in Fellowship 
The Pupil in Service 


The Pattern of My Life 

The Power of My Influence 
The Course of My Development 
The Materials for My Growth 
The Progress of My Life 


MY PREPARATION 


MY BIBLE MY WORK 


Pe i 
A Study of the Church Worker A Study of the Church Worker 
and His Bible and His Work 


TREATING TREATING 


The Place of the Bible My Work through Past Ages 
The Content of the Bible My Work Today 

The Truth of the Bible Finding My Own Work 

The Study of the Bible Working with Others 

The Use of the Bible Looking at the Work Ahead 


A Study of the Church Worker 
and His Preparation 


TREATING 


General Preparation 
Choosing the Aim 
Selecting the Method 
Preparing the Materials 
Constructing a Plan 


MY GROUP SESSIONS 


MY MATERIALS MY PROGRESS 


A Study of the Church Worker A Study of the Church Worker 


A Study of the Church Worker 


and His Materials 


TREATING 
Materials in Church Work 
Worship Materials 
Study Materials 
Fellowship and Service Mate- 

rials 
Practical Problems 


Training Schools and Summer Assemblies will do well to include these courses in their curriculum. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228-1234. SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


and His Group Sessions 


TREATING 
Preparation for the Group Session 
The Teacher in the Group Session 
The Pupil in the Group Session 
Procedures in the Group Session 
Typical Learning Situations 


219 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh 


and His Progress 


TREATING 
Self-Measurement 
Measuring Conditions ; | 
Measuring Pupils ' 

(3 Chapters) | 


1617 Sumter Street, Columbia, 8. C. | 


